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To Whom it May Concern:

Please accept the following comments concerning the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposed options for implementation of the 8-hour ozone national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS).

Incentives and Flexibility

Central Texas, as the first area in the nation to develop and sign an O3 Flex Agreement, is committed to achieving air quality goals through the most appropriate and suitable methods given a region’s individual capabilities and resources. We encourage EPA to continue to provide options for local flexibility in reaching attainment, such as the Early Action Compact currently under consideration. We believe that early action incentives and flexibility allow for the most effective mix of locally-appropriate control strategies, increased public education, and stakeholder approval and support. 

Attainment Dates

Under EPA’s interpretation of Subpart 2 for the 8-hour standard, marginal areas are required to adopt a SIP and reach attainment on the same date in 2007. With this approach, there is no opportunity for SIP control measures to take effect and new monitoring data to be collected before the area is expected to attain the NAAQS. We recommend that marginal areas be held to the attainment date of 2009, as justified under Subpart 1, which provides up to five years for an area to reach attainment. The 2009 attainment date allows ample time for locally-appropriate measures incorporated into the SIP to have an effect, without disturbing the attainment schedule for moderate, serious and severe areas. 

Classification

As written, the adaptation of the 1-hour classification table to the 8-hour standard is confusing. For example, the table assigns marginal classification beginning at 0.081 ppm. However, 8-hour ozone non-attainment does not occur until 0.085 ppm. While we understand the history of this discrepancy under the 1-hour standard, it is difficult to explain to the public, unnecessary in light of the 8-hour standard, and may be legally problematic.  We recommend that the classification table be aligned with the 8-hour designation values. Marginal classification should begin at 0.085 ppm.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these preliminary comments and look forward to continuing to work with the EPA in development of plans to implement the 8-hour ozone NAAQS. 
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