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September 29, 2004

Mr. Thomas Driscoll,

OAPQS/EMAD/EFPAG D243-02

109 T. W. Alexander Dr.

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

Re:
Comments on USEPA Stage II Vapor Recovery Systems Issues Paper, August 12, 2004

Dear Mr. Driscoll:

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) offers the following comments on the above referenced document.

SIP Credits for Improvements to Stage II Systems

NJDEP does believe that State Implementation Plan (SIP) credits should be given for improved monitoring of Stage II control systems and other improvements such as requiring a P/V valve and mini boots on vapor assist systems as discussed in the paper.  NJDEP has upgraded it's Stage II vapor recovery regulations to require annual testing of Stage I and Stage II systems and installations of P/V valves and mini-boots, effective June 2, 2003.

Widespread Use

Regarding the definition of widespread use, the NJDEP agrees with the USEPA that definition (c), when VOC emissions with ORVR controls equal VOC emissions with Stage II vapor recovery controls (Point B on Figure 5), is appropriate.  However, there are two issues with this approach.  First, NJDEP believes assuming 100 percent rule effectiveness for ORVR may not be accurate.  Second, is that NJDEP cannot run the MOBILE6 model using all the scenarios in Figure 5.  The NJDEP cannot run the MOBILE6 model assuming Stage II vapor recovery controls only, the MOBILE6 model has ORVR built into it.  In addition, the MOBILE6 model does not account for the ORVR incompatibility issue.  Therefore, the MOBILE6 model should be revised to allow these conditions or an alternative model should be provided, so that each state could run a state specific scenario under the guidelines set by the USEPA.  If the MOBILE6 model is not revised, then the calculations are complex for each state to do a state specific scenario.  However, if EPA runs a National calculation, it will not represent the potentially higher fleet turnover in New Jersey and the low percentage of vapor assist systems in New Jersey.  Regional calculations may be better than National, but still may not be truly representative.  New Jersey has a very low percentage of vapor assist systems, estimated at 5 to 10 percent.  Therefore, ORVR incompatibility is not as big an issue in New Jersey.

If the MOBILE6 model is not revised to allow state specific emission calculations shown in Figure 5, then definition (b), percentage of VMT by ORVR equipped vehicles, may be more appropriate, because that can be calculated at the state specific level.

The NJDEP believes that SIP credits should be granted if a state chooses to continue Stage II controls after the widespread use date, if widespread use does not occur at 100 percent fleet turnover.

Sincerely, 

Judith Rand

Environmental Engineer

NJDEP Air Quality Planning

cc:
Bill O'Sullivan, Air Quality


Chris Salmi, AQM

Lisa Rector, NESCAUM

Paul Truchan, USEPA
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