


EPA Disclaimer

Notice: This document has been provided as part of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Sustainable Materials Management
Web Academy (formally RCC) Recycling and Solid Waste Management
Educational Series. This document does not constitute EPA policy or
guidance and should not be interpreted as providing regulatory
interpretations. Inclusion within this document of trade names, company
names, products, technologies and approaches does not constitute or
imply endorsement or recommendation by EPA. Information contained
within this document from non-EPA presenters has not been screened or
verified. Therefore, EPA has not confirmed the accuracy or legal
adequacy of any information provided by the non-EPA presenters and
used by EPA on this web site. Finally, links to non-EPA websites are
provided for the convenience of the user; reference to these sites does
not imply any official EPA endorsement of the opinions, ideas, data or
products presented at those locations nor does it guarantee the accuracy
of the information provided.



SUSTAINABLE FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT
THROUGH THE
FOOD RECOVERY CHALLENGE

Feed People Not Landfills
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The Food Waste Problem

Americans

#l*-ﬂ‘

enough food ,'-L é-_-

to fill the
Rose Bowl

every day.
(Bloom 2007)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
44% of the food produced and imported in the US ends up in the landfill or compost pile.  Food waste is now the single largest component of the municipal solid waste stream.  
NOTE:  This estimate is from Jonathan Bloom’s book American Wasteland.  It’s based on a volumetric calculation for the rosebowl capacity using EPA data on the amount of food waste disposal annually.  


So how much food waste are we

generating?

“ In total, about 34 million tons of food waste
was generated in 2009 (14% of the country’s
total waste stream) (Sitton, 2011)

= Less than 3% of food waste was recovered for
reuse and recycling in 2009 (Sitton, 2011)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
That makes Food waste the single largest component of our municipal solid waste stream that ends up in the landfill.

Sometimes “recycling” is confusing in the food waste context.  Might want to change to composting and AD when you talk about this slide.

Need to work on this slide and remove the amount generated/correlate it to the money lost each year.  


Food waste is a problem because it

impacts the economy.

“ Financially, wasted food costs America more
than $100 billion annually (Bloom, 2007)

— Disposal cost of municipal waste management
— Over purchasing costs
— Cost of lost energy
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Add in case study examples in talking points


It impacts society.

“ 50 million Americans, or 14% of American

households, were food insecure in 2009
(USDA).

" Food insecurity can
increase the
likelihood for an
individual to have
major health
concerns.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
1 in 8 people in Philadelphia and other urban settings are food insecure. Effects children and seniors disproportionally.

Food insecurity is when people don’t “at all times have access to sufficient, safe, nutritious food to maintain a healthy and active life”. (World Food Summit, 1996)



It impacts the environment.

“ Food that enters a landfill
produces methane, a —
greenhouse gas with 21 times a1 i1
the warming potential of CO, | e
Food production impacts
water quality, soil
productivity, and contributes
to about 13% of the nations
greenhouse gas emissions.
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One tool to reduce food waste is EPA’s

Food Recovery Challenge (FRC)

Recognition
Technical & Awards
Tools /

Assistance

Waste
Tracking
System

.

Cost Savings and Brand Recognition
Supporting Your Community
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Supporting your community – could also be changed to “meeting your social responsibility obligations”
Public recognition and communications assistance
Free technical assistance
An online waste reporting and data management system
The opportunity to compete for WasteWise (or SMM??) Awards
Brand recognition, trust and reputation as a group is a more significant driver than money.  Per recent UNGlobal Compact and Accenture report, $$$ is second. 




The FRC is a great tool to help you

reduce your food waste.

v"The FRC is a FREE, simple tool.

v You’ll receive free technical assistance from
regional EPA staff.

v"Standardized metrics allow for easy
comparison.

v Opportunity to learn about best management
practices.

v Be recognized for your innovative work with
food waste
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Therefore, reducing your food waste

can

v'Reduce your costs
v Improve your image
v Feed your communities
v'Protect your environment.
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So how can you reduce your food
waste and save money?

‘@: Food Recovery Hierarchy

www.epa.gov/foodscraps

Source Reduction
Reduce the volume of surplus food generated

Feed Hungry People
Donate extra food to food banks, soup kitchens and shelters

Feed Animals
Divert food scraps to animal feed

Industrial Uses
Provide waste oils for rendering and
fuel conversion and food scraps for
digestion to recover energy

Composting
Create a nutrient-rich
soil amendment

Landfill/
Incineration
Last resort to
disposal

United States
Environmental Protection
Agency


Presenter
Presentation Notes
EPA’s food waste hierarchy encourages taking action at the source reduction and donation level, with landfilling and incineration as the as the least preferable, or last resort, food management option. I will walk you through food management opportunities and share success stories from other FRC partners at each level of this hierarchy.  This year we will be focused on nationally on recruiting venues (sports, conference, entertainment), universities, and grocers to the Food Recovery Challenge and this will be reflected in examples to follow.  


Source Reduction Success Story

" Intel Corporation Cafes vore information)

— Tracked all pre-consumer food waste on a daily
basis for one year using computerized system

— Reduced pre-consumer food waste by 47%
— Reduced costs per meal by 13.2%
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http://www.leanpath.com/docs/FoodWastePrevention_DEQ.pdf

Donation Success Story

“ Rock and Wrap It Up (more information)

— Collaborated with 150 bands, 200 schools, and
universities, and 30 sports franchises

— Collected more than 100 million pounds of food

— As of March 1, 2011, NHL Clubs provided 120,000
meals keeping 160,000 pounds of food waste
from landfill



http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/organics/food/success/rockin.pdf

Composting Success Story

= Boston Convention and Exhibition Center

(More information)

— Saved $27/ton in avoided disposal costs with
composting program

— Diverted 103 tons of organics from landfills in
2008 -
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http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/rrr/rogo/documents/boston-cec.pdf

And... take a bite out of food waste!

http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge

Four Easy Steps!
1. Assess It! Conduct baseline food waste assessment

2. Commit to It! Set a three year goal with a
commitment to increase food reduction/diversion by
5% in the first year.

3. Do It! Undertake food waste reduction and recovery
activities to meet your goals!

4. Track It! Report annually using WasteWise tool

o United States
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http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge

Questions?

Laura Moreno
(415) 947-4240
Moreno.laura@epa.gov

http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge
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http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge

What We Can Do For You...

= EPA tools and technical assistance

— WasteWise Tool for tracking waste

* Personalized annual progress report with Climate
Profile

— Other EPA Tools

* Food Waste Management Calculator
* Food Waste Source Reduction Auditing Tool

— Regular webinars on food waste related issues

— Clearinghouse for case studies, tools, templates,
and other outreach materials
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http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/wastewise/retrac.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/organics/food/tools/

Details for Joining the FRC

1. Join Waste Wise and the Food Recovery Challenge at
http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/wastewise/join.htm

. Make sure to choose Food Recovery Challenge when you join
2. Conduct baseline food waste assessment within 60 days of joining
. Done using the WasteWise Tool

(http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/wastewise/retrac.htm)

3. Set a three year goal for reducing the amount of food waste reaching landfills.

. Year One: Commit to at least a 5% increase in at least one of the three food diversion
categories (prevention, donation, and composting), or alternatively a combined %% increase
across all three categories. If you have no data from a previous year for a category, partners
may select a site-specific goal.

. Years Two and Three: Set site-specific numerical targets based on opportunities at your
facility
4, Report annually
. Done using the WasteWise Tool

5. Get Recognized!
. Annual awards for outstanding participants
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http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge



http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/wastewise/join.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/partnerships/wastewise/retrac.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/organics/food/fd-reduce.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/organics/food/fd-donate.htm
http://www.epa.gov/osw/conserve/materials/organics/food/fd-compost.htm
http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge
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