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Available Data 

• U.S. data 

• U.K. data? 

• Seattle’s residential waste sorts 

• Other solid waste sorts? 

• Backyard food waste composting weighing 
study 

 



What would we like to know? 

• What categorization of food would be most 
useful? 

– Edible & preventable? 

– Animal products, grains, vegetables, fruits, oils? 

– Protein, carbohydrates & fats? 

– By disposal method? 



Waste Sort 



Recruiting participants 



Handling the Response 

• Over 500 households volunteered, based on 
advertisement 

• Sending e-mail with details of pilot; need to 
reduce participants to about 250 

• Screen for Seattle residency and willingness to 
follow through 

• Setting up online system for tracking results on a 
weekly or monthly basis 

• Distribute scales/reinforce reporting commitment 

 

 



What’s expected of participants? 

• Separate into non-edible and everything else 

• Weigh both 

• Record daily January - March 

• Send in results weekly electronically 

• Tell us fate of food waste (curbside collection, 
home compost, disposal or garbage) 

 



Post Study Work 

• Hopefully, gather media attention as 
springboard 

• Use Seattle stats and Food: Too Good to Waste 
materials for education 

• Integrate with Seattle’s other food efforts: 
commercial FW reduction, food recovery,     
FW packaging reduction, FW collection, EOW 
collection & backyard FW composting 

• Integrate with City-wide food systems work 

 


