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For purposes of this policy. the following terms shall have the meanings defined below
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Cal/EPA Tribal Policy Definitions

California Indian Tribe: A federally-recognized California Indian Tribe (as listed on the
Federal Register). With respect to cultural resources, a federally-recognized Indian Tribe and
a non-federally recognized California Native American Tribe that is on the California Tribal
Consultation List maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC).

Includes federally and non-federally
recognized Tribes

Federal Register

Native American Heritage Commission



Cal/EPA Tribal Policy Definitions

Collaboration: Refers to California Indian Tribes and Cal/EPA and its BDOs communicating
and working together to resolve respective issues of concern and/or mutual interest. This
exchange is conducted by respecting the protocols each respective tribe has established for
contacting its governing body or its delegated official. This exchange is also conducted
through the Governor’s appointed Agency Secretary, BDO Chairperson or Executive Director,
or their delegated representatives.

Here Collaboration = Consultation with a Little “c.”

Little information about how information exchange may or
may not affect the ultimate decision.
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Action ltems

Action [tems Completed
Tribal Advisory Committee

Tribal Liaisons

Assess eligibility of California Indian Tribes for Cal /EPA
financial assistance programs such as grants, loans and
scholarships (Needs to be updated).
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Action ltems

Action Items In Progress
Communication protocol

Establish a mechanism to obtain relevant and available
information, studies and data from California Indian Tribes
when conducting research or environmental studies that
relate to, or could impact, tribal lands or cultural resources.

Provide training to appropriate executive staff, managers,
supervisors, and employees on how to implement this policy.

Upon request by a California Indian Tribe, provide training
and technical assistance, and share data, where
appropriate.
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Executive Order B-10-11

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that it is the policy of this Administration that every state agency and department
subject to my executive control shall encourage communication and consultation with California Indian Tribes.
Agencies and departments shall permit elected officials and other representatives of tribal governments to
provide meaningful input into the development of legislation, regulations, rules, and policies on matters that
may affect tribal communities.

Shall encourage communication and
consultation with California Indian Tribes

Legislation
Rules and Regulations

Policies
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Key Areas for Revision

S
-1 Define Consultation
1 Update Action ltems

0 Communication Protocol

0 Consultation Protocol
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Communication Protocol Steps and Scope
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Communication Protocol Steps and Scope
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Communication Protocol Steps and Scope
S
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interest in County of
Project

worst case
scendarios

Tribes within County
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11 Deals with
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Regional Area

communication

problems
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The Road from Communication to Consultation

Certain activities on their own will trigger
consultation

Others will require a weighing of factors

Communication may be sufficient when
significant factors are absent
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The Road from Communication to Consultation

Communication Consultation
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Revision Process Moving Forward
S

Letter to
Tribal
Leaders

requesting
input on
current

policy

Email to
BDOs
requesting
input.

Regional

consultation

listening

sessions
with Tribal

Leaders.

Draft Tribal
Policy

BDO and
Tribal
review/
comments

Release
draft for
public
review

Review
public
comments

Release
Tribal

policy
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Implementation

Training to BDO staff
Develop FAQs supplement

Collect data
|dentify and address gaps
Support



Questions and Contact Information

Arsenio Mataka
Assistant Secretary
California Environmental Protection Agency

Arsenio.Mataka@calepa.ca.gov
(916) 323-0445
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