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EPA Region 9 in Coordination with the Tribes 

Oversees the Remediation of Contamination 

from Leaking Underground Storage Tanks 

(“LUST”)
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Winter RTOC -Issues to discuss

1. Coordination procedures on LUST 

site remediation/closure

2. Mapping of LUST Sites in Indian 

Country

3. FOIA requests for tribal 

UST/LUST data
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LUSTs in Indian Country, EPA 

R9 

 Region 9 -

LUSTs

 294 

Confirmed 

Releases

 223 Cleanups 

Initiated

 70 Cleanups 

Remaining



Issue #1 Coordination on LUST 

site remediation/closure

- R9’s current standard practices

 Confirmed releases

 EPA develops recommendations on monitoring and, when 

necessary, remediation

 EPA contacts the  Tribal Environmental Director to discuss the site 

and generate or provide recommendations

 EPA drafts & shares written recommendations via email

 Requests Tribal input (email is sufficient)

 Upon receipt of tribal input, EPA issues written directives to 

UST owner/operator

 This is an ongoing process while a site is in monitoring or 

remediation status



Issue #1 Coordination on LUST site 

remediation/closure

- R9’s current standard practices

 Once site remediation has achieved cleanup 

objectives

 EPA contacts Tribal Environmental Department 

to discuss site status and potential No Further 

Action (“NFA”) designation

 After discussions and tribal input, EPA issues 

correspondence, requiring further action or a 

finding of NFA



Issue #2 Mapping of LUST Sites

 Region 9 –
LUSTs

 294 
Confirmed 
Releases

 223 
Cleanups 
Initiated

 70 Cleanups 
Remaining



Issue #2 Mapping of LUST Sites

 How to provide public record of EPAs official decision re:  

LUST Site closure?

 How to track the decisions and documents for 5, 10 or  

many years from now if/when site is being developed?

 When was the release?

 What was released into the environment?

 Is it still open?

 When was it closed?

 Was the site closed without condition?

 Was the site a conditional Closure?



Issue #2 Mapping of LUST 

Sites











Issue #3 FOIA Requests for 

tribal UST/LUST data

FOIA Requests for tribal 

UST/LUST data

 R9 received over 500 FOIAs in 2013 (region-wide)

 When EPA responds to FOIAs, the data becomes public information 

and is posted to internet via FOIA online 

 EPA  staff time responding to requests is a concern-efficiency

 R9’s FOIA officer recommended efficiency steps for responding



Issue #3 FOIA Requests for 

tribal UST/LUST data

 What is Requested from the UST/LUST Program in the 

FOIAs?



Issue #3 FOIA Requests for 

tribal UST/LUST data

FOIA Requests for tribal 

UST/LUST data

 Late 2014, EPA issued letters to all R9 Tribal Leaders and Environmental 

Directors regarding the availability of the data and the new procedures 

EPA planned to adopt for responding to specific tribal UST/LUST 

universe FOIA requests.



Issue #3 FOIA Requests for 

tribal UST/LUST data

 Efficiency measures R9 has implemented:

 In 2014, R9 UST/LUST database was automated to 

generate the oft-requested standard reports, and

 In 2015, R9 posted that same data (csv format) on the 

R9 Tribal UST/LUST website



FOIA Requests for tribal 

UST/LUST data



EPA R9 Team

 Tom Huetteman, Associate Director, Land Division
Contact:  Huetteman.tom@Epa.gov   415-947-3530

 Steve Linder, Manager, Underground Storage Tank 
Program Office 
Contact: Linder.steven@Epa.gov  415-972-3369

 Rebecca Jamison, Coordinator, Leaking Underground 
Storage Tanks Cleanup in Indian Country
Contact: Jamison.rebecca@Epa.gov   415-972-3365

 Mimi Newton, Office of Regional Counsel
Contact: Newton.mimi@Epa.gov 415-972-3941



Discussion – Q & A


