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Who we are?  Prior to 1974, the old Atomic Energy Commission both regulated and promoted nuclear power.  It was not a good idea to have the regulator also promote the activity they are regulating.  It can lead to a conflict on interest.  

To fix this, Congress passed the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974.  This Act established the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, also known by the acronym NRC, to independently regulate commercial uses of nuclear material, including nuclear power.  Other duties of the former Atomic Energy Commission were assigned to the Department of Energy. 

The NRC is headed by five Commissioners, all nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate for staggered five year terms.

No more than three Commissioners can be from the same political party.

Our headquarters is in Rockville, Maryland (suburban Washington, DC).  We have regional offices in PA, GA, IL, and TX.
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To license and regulate the nation’s civilian use of byproduct, source and special nuclear materials to ensure adequate protection of public health and safety, promote the common defense and security, and protect the environment.
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The NRC regulates commercial nuclear reactors, research and test reactors.  
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There are currently 100 commercial reactors regulated by the NRC.  Most are east of the Mississippi River.
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This figure shows the location of 14 fuel cycle facilities regulated by the NRC.  By fuel cycle I mean the various steps needed to take naturally occurring uranium and process it into enriched fuel for use in power reactors.
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The NRC regulates nuclear waste – that is the transportation, storage, and disposal of nuclear material and waste; and the decommissioning of nuclear facilities
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We also regulated the physical security of nuclear facilities and materials from sabotage or attacks.

NRC oversees and inspects the physical protection of commercial nuclear facilities in the U.S.

Nuclear facilities, especially nuclear power plants, are among the most well-protected civilian facilities in the U.S.
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We regulated nuclear materials – radioactive materials for medical, industrial and academic use;

Medical Uses - use of nuclear materials to monitor, image, or treat metabolic processes or tissues in humans. 
Industrial Uses - the use of nuclear materials in industrial devices such as, irradiators, 
gauging devices, well-logging devices, and industrial radiography systems. 
Academic and Research Uses - use of nuclear materials in universities, colleges, and 
other academic institutions for course work, laboratory demonstrations, and research. 
 


http://nrr10.nrc.gov/cgi-bin/imageFolio.cgi?direct=MATERIALS&img=
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What We Don’t Do:

* Regulate military uses

 Lobby for nuclear power
» Operate nuclear power plants
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What we don’t’ do
 
We don’t regulate nuclear weapons or military reactors.  These are regulated by other federal agencies.
 
We don’t lobby for or promote nuclear power. The nation’s nuclear agenda is set by the President and the Congress.
 
We don’t own or operate nuclear power plants.
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We create regulations:  The  NRC establishes rules that users of radioactive material must follow. These rules protect workers and the public from the potential hazards of radioactivity.
 
The NRC issues licenses:  Any organization or individual intending to have or commercially use nuclear materials that are covered by NRC’s programs must obtain a license from the NRC or an Agreement State (a state that has entered into an agreement with the NRC to regulate nuclear materials)
 
We provide oversight:  The NRC inspects licensed facilities to ensure they meet regulations and the terms of their license.  By regularly assessing facility performance, the NRC is able to provide an objective perspective. As an example, in a typical year. power plants received an average of over 6000 hours of inspection.
 
The NRC enforces regulations - when violations are uncovered, the NRC can issue a notice of violation; impose fines; or modify, suspend or revoke a license.
 
We evaluate operations:  The NRC collects and analyzes information about events at nuclear facilities to assess plant safety and identify any weaknesses in plant design, operations or equipment.
 
The NRC responds to Incidents:  We maintain an active program to ensure readiness and response to an event at a nuclear facility potentially affecting public health and safety. 
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NRC in California

Two Operating Reactors – Diablo Canyon

Four Operating Research and Test Reactors

Decommissioning – several sites including San Onofre Units 1, 2 and 3

NRC in Arizona

Three Operating Reactors – Palo Verde

Participant in Navajo Five-year Plan

NRC in Nevada

Yucca Mountain
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This picture was taken in February 2015 during a NRC Tribal Training on Radiation Basics in Bismarck, North Dakota.

Tomorrow, my colleague Sandra Talley will lead a session that discusses the NRC’s Tribal Liaison Program including our Tribal Outreach efforts and our draft Tribal Policy Statement.
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Contact Us

Paul Michalak — 301-415-5804

Tribal Outreach Resource@nrc.gov
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