
 
   

R9TribalAirPermits@epa.gov
 
Roberto Gutierrez
 
Air Permits Office
 
US EPA Region 9
 

mailto:R9TribalAirPermits@epa.gov


 

  

  
 

  
   

Items covered in today's RTOC: 
Key Dates 
How Tribes can get involved 
Timelines for various sources 

Items covered during the last RTOC: 
Purpose of New Rule 
Attainment versus Nonattainment areas 
Specifics of the Minor Rule 
Specifics of the Major Rule 
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•July 1, 2011: Rule Published in Federal Register 

•August 30, 2011: Rule Effective; New Major sources or modifications
must submit a permit application and receive a permit from EPA prior to
commencing construction. True Minor sources can begin registering with 
EPA. Major Sources who wish to establish Synthetic Minor Status can
begin submitting permit applications to EPA. 

-May 3, 2012-



 -May 3, 2012-
•September 4, 2012: Final date by which existing Major sources who wish
to avoid Title V must apply to EPA for a synthetic minor permit. 

•March 1, 2013: Final date that Existing Minor sources must register with 
EPA. 

•September 2, 2014: New or modified existing Minor sources must 
submit a permit application and receive a permit from EPA prior to 
commencing construction. (Except for General Permits – True Minor 
sources must submit permit applications no later than 6 months after the
GP is published by EPA). 



 Work with EPA to Identify and Register Facilities on
Tribal land that are now subject to this new rule. 

 Help conduct outreach to these facilities: 
◦	 Minor Sources must register with EPA 
◦	 Major Sources must apply to EPA for permits prior to 

commencing construction or modifications 
◦	 Synthetic Minor Sources must apply to EPA for permits to

limit their emissions if they wish to avoid title V. 
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1)	 Region 9 Website 
http://www.epa.gov/region09/air/tribal/index.html 

2)	 National Website 
http://www.epa.gov/air/tribal/tribalnsr.html 

http://www.epa.gov/region09/air/tribal/index.html�
http://www.epa.gov/region09/air/tribal/index.html
http://www.epa.gov/air/tribal/tribalnsr.html


Questions? 




You need to consider two factors to determine 
whether your business is a major or minor source
of air emissions: 

1. Your business’s “maximum capacity.”
2. Air	 pollution regulations and policies that 

apply to your business, particularly those that
affect your potential to emit by limiting your
maximum capacity. 



     
  

     

  

   
  

  
  

    
   

 Attainment areas:  A source with the potential to emit air
pollutants, regulated under the Clean Air Act, greater 
than: 
100 tons per year (tpy), if specifically listed in the


regulations or
 
250 tpy, for all other sources 

 Nonattainment area:  A source with a PTE air pollutants 
regulated under the Clean Air Act greater than:
100 tpy or lower depending on the nonattainment 


classification severity regardless of source category
 

Examples of Major Sources: Power Plants,

Cement Plants, Hotels/Casinos with large boilers

or diesel engines, Landfills
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
So if the source is major for one pollutant, it is a major source for PSD.  Then the PSD requirements apply for all pollutants emitted in significant amounts.

Definition of major source and source categories are in 40 CFR Part 51, Appendix S, Paragraph II A4.  A stationary source generally includes all pollutant-emitting activities which belong to the same industrial grouping, are located on contiguous or adjacent properties, and are under common control.

Notice that for ozone, we look at emissions of VOC and NOx.  This is true for the major source cut-off and the significant level.  Sources do not emit ozone.  It is formed in the air by complex chemical reactions involving VOCs and NOx.

The source belongs to one of the following categories of stationary sources:
(a) Coal cleaning plants (with thermal dryers); (b) Kraft pulp mills; (c) Portland cement plants; (d) Primary zinc smelters;
(e) Iron and steel mills; (f) Primary aluminum ore reduction plants; (g) Primary copper smelters; (h) Municipal incinerators capable of
charging more than 250 tons of refuse per day; (i) Hydrofluoric, sulfuric, or nitric acid plants; (j) Petroleum refineries;
(k) Lime plants; (l) Phosphate rock processing plants; (m) Coke oven batteries; (n) Sulfur recovery plants; 
(o) Carbon black plants (furnace process); (p) Primary lead smelters; (q) Fuel conversion plants; (r) Sintering plants;
(s) Secondary metal production plants; (t) Chemical process plants—The term chemical processing plant shall not include
ethanol production facilities that produce ethanol by natural fermentation included in NAICS codes 325193 or 312140;
(u) Fossil-fuel boilers (or combination thereof) totaling more than 250 million British thermal units per hour heat input;
(v) Petroleum storage and transfer units with a total storage capacity exceeding 300,000 barrels; (w) Taconite ore processing plants;
(x) Glass fiber processing plants; (y) Charcoal production plants; (z) Fossil fuel-fired steam electric plants of more than 250 million British thermal units per hour heat input; (aa) Any other stationary source category which, as of August 7, 1980, is being regulated
 under section 111 or 112 of the Act.



      
 

  
     

    
   

    
  

 A source with the potential to emit (PTE) an air
pollutant in amounts: 
◦	 less than the major source thresholds, 
◦	 but equal to or greater than the minor thresholds. 

 Examples of Minor Sources:  Gas Stations, Auto body 
Shops, Print Shops, Hospitals/Schools with small boilers or 
diesel engines, Hot Mix Asphalt Plants, Rock Crushing 
Operations, Oil and Gas Drilling Operations 
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