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The project 

• Look at each one of the 520 mines and 
determine which ones need further 
investigation 

• Move the worst mines towards cleanup 
• Find companies and/or individuals to pay 

for the cleanup 
*  US EPA needs request/agreement from 

Navajo EPA in order to clean up mines 



Mine screen = initial evaluation 



What is a mine screen? 



Mine screen path 







Progress so far 

Completed screens of 452 mines – currently 
in the field completing the remaining 68 

Mines  

Completed 
To be completed 

452 

68 



Current work 

• 74 screenings  
– 68 mines from original plan 
–  6 locations identified by community members 

in the Western Agency 
• Chapters: 

– North Central Region: Oljato, Kayenta, 
Dennehotso, Shonto 

– Southern Region: Indian Wells, Steamboat, 
Teesto 

 
 

 



What has been done and what is next 

• Skyline Mine: cleanup completed October 2011 
• Northeast Churchrock Mine: Cleanup selected in 

September 2011.  Design in progress 
• Quivira Mine:  Enforcement agreement signed in 

2010.  Data from site under evaluation 
• Mariano Lake Mine: Enforcement Agreement 

signed July 2011.  Requires 4 phases of work 



What is next 

• Northern Agency, Cove Chapter: 
 

   December 2011:  Meet with residents to 
discuss work at 4 sites in Cove Chapter (2 
Transfer Stations, Cove Wash, Mesa I Mines 
10-15) 





What is Next 

Western Agency: 
  
   Spring 2012:  Meet with residents 

regarding Cameron transfer site and begin 
on-site evaluation. 





What is next 

• Eastern Agency: 
 
   Spring/Summer 2012:  Meet with Casamero 

Lake Chapter, Smith Lake Chapter, 
Baca/Haystack Chapter to discuss mines with 
high readings and gather input 





 
We want your input 

 
• What outreach efforts about the AUM 

investigation are you aware of? 
• What has worked best so far? 
• What should we focus on in the future? 

 


