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Abandoned Uranium Mines - Background

2000  to 2007: EPA 

compiled all available 

data on AUMs into Atlas 

and GIS database.

Plan:  On-site screening 

of all 520 mines by 

2012.  Clean up the 

highest risk mines.

Skyline Mine
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Screening Data
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Data Collected:
Gamma radiation 

measured in Counts per 

minute using 2x2 meters

Information gathered 

includes location of 

residential structures, 

wells, and sensitive 

environments.

Organizing results by:
Close proximity to 

inhabited structure

Highest radiological 

readings (>100,000 cpm)

Ruby No. 3 Mine
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Screening Data (all sites combined):

Number of Points = 412,479

Background Mean = 11,436 cpm

2 x Background Mean = 22,874 cpm

75 th percentile = 23,649 cpm

95 th percentile = 92,846 cpm
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PRP Searches

Enforcement first policy 

(mine by mine) extends 

resources beyond the 5-

year plan

104e letters to companies 

associated with highest 

priority mines (sent to nine 

companies in 2007)

Now identifying PRPs for 

highest risk mines
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Regrading NECR Wastepile



Navajo AUM Site Screen 5-Year Plan Schedule 
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Time 

Period on 

Calendar 

Year Basis

AUM Region - Projected 

Number of Mine Site 

Screens

Screens 

Completed

Screens 

to be 

done

Total AUMs for 

Screening

Fall 2008 Eastern Region 84 sites 84 sites

Fall 2009 Start of Northern Region 105 sites  189 sites

223 sites

Spring 2010 Finish Northern Region      122 sites 311 sites

Fall 2010 Start on Western Region 72 sites 72 sites 383 sites

Spring 2011 Complete Western Region 

Southern and Central Regions 

39 sites

34 sites

39 sites

34 sites

422 sites

456 sites

Fall  2011 North Central Region 63 sites 63 sites 519 sites     

Total Projected  by the end of 

calendar  year 2011

520-530 sites



Next Steps

Continue screens in remaining mining regions.

Refer high-risk structures to Navajo EPA for 

screening.

Develop method to prioritize additional work at 

mines, including more detailed assessments, 

enforcement, and cleanup.
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Questions?


