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Community Responses to 

Abandoned Uranium Mine and 

Soil Clean-up Projects in the 

Red Water Pond Road Area, 

Coyote Canyon Chapter
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Uranium Contamination
Stakeholder Workshop

September 14, 15, 16th

Moenkopi Legacy Inn & Suites

Tuba City, AZ
by

Teddy Nez
Red Water Pond Road Community Association

(RWPRCA)
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Health and Environmental 

Impacts of Uranium 

Contamination

Red Water Pond Road 

Community
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Living with Mine Waste
 Environmental Impact

– Soil, Water, Air, Plants

 Human Health Impact

– affected physically

– likelihood of kidney disease and the related 
diseases of diabetes and hypertension is 
significantly increased when living in proximity 
to abandoned uranium mine (AUM) features

– Tons of radioactive waste in our back yard, in 
our environment, which we regard as our 
source of food and spiritual nourishment
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What is Uranium Contamination?

 Environmental Contamination

– Soil, Water, Plants, Air

– Culture Value 

– Traditional Value

– Scared Site

– Livestock
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 Human Health Issue
– affected physically

– likelihood of kidney disease and the related 
diseases of diabetes and hypertension is 
significantly increased when living in proximity to 
abandoned uranium mine (AUM) features

– Our community members with social impact

– PTSD, PTSS

– CTSS: Current Traumatic Stress Syndrome and 

– CTSD: Current Traumatic Stress Disorder

 Future Generation
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How to address the Mine Waste

 Off Site Removal

– Take the waste to a Federally Certified Repository by 
year 2012

– US EPA Announces Public Release of Engineering 
Evaluation and Cost Analysis (EE/CA) and 
Announcement of 30 – Day Public Comment Period 
and Public Meetings. June 2009. 

 Where is it? What happen to it?

– What is the Status within the 5-year plan?

– Rules/Regulation/Policies of Legacy of AUM and NEW 
mining
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Comprehensive 
Human Health Study

– Diagnosis

– Treatment (Western Medicine and 
Traditional Medicine)

– Monitoring

– Symptoms – on going researches 
Prevention

– Future plans 



4/6/2007 - 7/2/2007 10

 National Health Care

 Environmental Restoration
– Soil, Water, Plants, Air

– Scared Site

– Culture Value

– Livestock

 Report Backup
– 6 Month and Yearly

 Post Monitoring after Restoration
– Environment

– Human Health

– Livestock

 We asked for Long-term Protection
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Model of Responses to Community Concerns
About Health and Environmental Effects of Uranium Legacy

USEPA
Region 9

DiNEH Project
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS: 

1)Where does uranium exist 

2)How does it move through arroyos and 

into the environment?
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Home Sites

Total 17 Families
14 with ½ mi

10

11

12

13 14

Hwy 566
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Tires  are Scanned but not the KIDs
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