


Role of the Local Enforcement Agency at 
the Clean World Partners Anaerobic 

Digester Projects in Sacramento 
 
  

 



   The Sacramento County Environmental 
Management Department is certified as the Local 
Enforcement Agency (LEA) by the California 
Department of Resources, Recycling, and 
Recovery (Cal Recycle) 

 
 CalRecycle is responsible for ensuring that State 

solid waste management programs are carried out  
via the LEAs 
  
The LEA is responsible for permitting and 
inspecting solid waste facilities in Sacramento 
County and for enforcing local and State laws and 
regulations pertaining to solid waste handling 

 
  



Permitting an Anaerobic Digester 
• Permit requirements are in the California Public 

Resources Code and Title 14 of the California Code 
of Regulations  

• May be permitted either under the 
Transfer/Processing regulations or the 
Compostable Material Handling regulations in Title 
14 (temperature & feedstock dependent)  

 

 
• Determining the appropriate permit can 

be a confusing  process for both 
regulators and operators 



 
 





Clean World Partners  
Anaerobic Digester Permit Tier 

• Applied as a Research Composting Operation 
under the Notification tier 

• The Notification tier is not subject to LEA discretion 
on permit conditions, CEQA review, or public review 

• The research component of the project will be 
reviewed by the LEA after two years, at which time 
the facility may be required to obtain a full Solid 
Waste Facility Permit* 

*Currently, composting food waste requires a full permit, but CalRecycle 
is reviewing the regulations for anaerobic digestion of food waste.  



Clean World Partners Anaerobic Digester 
Research Operation Application 

• Currently subject to quarterly inspections 
to ensure compliance with the State 
Minimum Standards  

• Submitted a research description, a 
site-specific Odor Impact Mitigation 
Plan, and a notice of intent to 
commence operations to the LEA  



State Minimum Standards for 
Anaerobic Digesters 

• Chapter 3.1 of Title 14 of the California 
Code of Regulations 

• Includes requirements for odor, dust, litter,  
traffic, noise, vector, & nuisance control 

• Contains pathogen reduction requirements 
for in-vessel composting (3 days>131 
degrees Fahrenheit) 





 

Questions? 
Comments? 

 
For more information, visit: 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/swfacilities/
Compostables/AnaerobicDig/default.htm 

 


