


Growing Urban Gardens in 
Richmond, California 

EPA Brownfields Workshop 
November 9, 2012 

 

Jennifer Ly 
Sustainability Associate 
City Manager’s Office 

City of Richmond 



Roadmap 

• Background 
 

• General Plan - Community 
Health and Wellness 
Element 

 

• Urban Agriculture 
Assessment 

 

• EPA Targeted Brownfield 
Assessment Sites 

 

• Moving Forward 



Key Components 

• Community Health and 
Wellness Element 

 

• Health Equity 
Framework 

 

• Community Engagement 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 



 







 



 



 
Community Health and 
Wellness Element 

General Plan 2030 

The California Endowment 
UC Berkeley 
Contra Costa Health Services  
West Contra Costa Unified School District 

 
Richmond Health Equity 
Partnership 



General Plan 2030 
Community Health and Wellness Element 

 



Health Equity 



Community 
Engagement 



 

Sunnyside Organic Seedlings 
EcoVillage Farm 
Urban Tilth 
Self-Sustaining Communities 
Richmond Rivets  
Communities United Restoring Mother Earth 
Richmond Grows 
Groundwork Richmond 
Alhambra Valley Ranch 
Contra Costa County 
PolicyLink 
 



Community Engagement 
 

 Questionnaire – Feb 2011 

 Community Advisory   Group 
Meetings – March 2011, April 
2011 

 Urban Ag Summit – June 2011 

 Release of Assessment –    
October 2011 

 
Urban Agriculture 
Assessment  
 Survey of existing and 

potential sites  
 Land use and zoning controls 
 Opportunities and constraints 
 Promising practices and tools 
 
www.richmondhealth.org  

 

http://www.richmondhealth.org/
http://www.richmondhealth.org/


EPA Targeted 
Assessment 
Sites 



 

Iron Triangle Neighborhood 

Considerations 
 Strong community leadership 
 Iron Triangle Legacy Project initative 
 City provisions that address community 

concerns 
 
 



 

Considerations 
 Project location 
 Land ownership 

 



 

Richmond Plunge  
 
Considerations 
 Community support 
 Soil testing to eliminate 

uncertainty about 
contamination 

 



Unity Park, Richmond Greenway 



 

Considerations 
 Prop 84 Grant 
 Community Partners 
 Design Charrettes Engaging 

> 800 Residents to Create 
Vision for Unity Park on the 
Richmond Greenway 

 



Moving Forward 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Considerations 
 Prioritizing urban 

agriculture  
 “Adopt-a-Spot” Program 
 Involvement of City 

Manager’s Office, Code 
Enforcement, 
Engineering, and Parks 
and Landscaping  

 



Considerations 

 Project scope      Land ownership 

 



 

Considerations 
 Water Access 
 Zoning 
 Revising Municipal Code 
 Communication 
 Minimum term  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact 
Jennifer Ly 
Sustainability Associate 
City Manager’s Office 
City of Richmond 
(510) 621-1554  
jennifer_ly@ci.richmond.ca.us 
www.richmondhealth.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


