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I710 UST Partnership 



Joint Agency 
Effort to 
Address 
Leaking UST 
Cases Near 
the I710 in 
Southern 
California 



Topics 
• Underground Storage Tanks Program 

Relationship with Brownfields 
• Identifying Potential Sites 
• Resources Available to Address Sites with 

Known or Potential Petroleum Contamination 
for Underground Storage Tanks 

• Lessons Learned from Pilot Project in 
Southern California (I710 Area). 
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Brownfields Relationship with the UST 
Program 

• Originally EPA had USTFields Pilot Program Prior to 
Federal Brownfields Law. 

• EPA’s UST Program Under Same Assistant 
Administrator in HQ as Brownfields Program 

• In Region 9, UST Program is in Different Division 
• UST Program Collaborates Regularly with 

Brownfields Program 
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Identifying Sites 
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Resources 

Federal Resources 
• LUST Trust Fund 
• Targeted Brownfields 

Assessments 
• Competitive Brownfields 

Grants 

 

California Resources 
• Petroleum Cleanup Fund 
• Reimbursement Accounts 
• Orphan Site Account 
• Emergency, Abandoned, 

and Recalcitrant Account 
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State of California Resources 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/ 

• Special Programs 

• EAR Program 
• RUST Program 
• OSCA Program 
• OSCF Program 
• School District Account 

(Assembly Bill 2729) 
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/ear.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/rust.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/osca.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/oscf.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ustcf/schooldistrict_account.shtml


Federal Resources 

• LUST Trust Fund 
• Targeted 

Brownfields 
Assessments 

• Brownfields Grants 
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Lessons Learned 

from I710 Pilot 

Project 



Cleanup of Abandoned UST Sites Make 
For Good Media Events 



Lessons Learned 

• Addressing "Abandoned" Sites Can be Very 
Complicated 
– Access 
– Who is the Property Owner 
– Bankruptcy Isses 
– Back Taxes 
– Lender Liability 



Lessons Learned 
• Different Funding Sources Have Different 

Eligibility Criteria 
– Federal LUST Trust Fund  
– Federal Brownfields Targeted Assessments (TBAs) 
– California Emergency, Abandoned, and Recalcitrant 

Fund (EAR) 
– California Orphan Site Cleanup Account OSCA 
– California UST Cleanup Fund 

• It is Very Important to Pick the Right 
Funding Tool 



Lessons Learned 

• LUST Site Work Can Be Expensive and 
Costs Can Be Somewhat Unpredictable 
– Tanks May Be Still Full of “Fuel” 
– Hard to Determine How Contaminated a Site May 

Be Prior to Thorough Assessment/Tank Removal 
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Closing Thoughts 

• You Are Likely to Have Abandoned UST Sites 
in Your Community 

• They Are A Good Opportunity for 
Assessment, Cleanup and Redevelopment 

• They Can Be Challenging Projects, But 
Resource Are Available to Address These 
Sites 
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