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SUBJECT: Village of South Aubum, City of Grass Valley, California,
Proposat to EPA for Brownfiekis Site Specific Assessment Grant Funds

Doar Mr. West:

The City of Grass Valley is requesting funding for a Site Specific Assessment
funds to continue defalied sampling and assessment work for a key redevsiopment
site known as the Village of South Aubum.  The approximate 11.acre site is
located along South Aubum Strest in Grass Valley and is currently undeveloped
with no structures. Planned development for the Village of South Aubum project
includes mixed use of comnmercial, office space, residential, and fight industrial. in
May 2003, the City of Grass Valley Planning Commission approved the Village of
South Aubum Development Plan.  The project envisionad a mixed-use project
consisting of 34 single family units, 23 apartment units, over 15,000 square feet of
commercial space, ankt 9,500 square fest of office space. In addition, the project
calied for 2.6 acres of open space and 1.65 acres of protecied wetlands. This site
however, has met with complications related © prior mining operations which date
1o the (Gold Rush era and to the presence of miring deposits, such as arsenic for
which the State of California has not established standards.  In addition, although
some sampling work under a voluntary agreement has been complated on the site,
the State Department of Toxic Substances Control has requested further sampling
and analysis to determine the solubility of the metals 1 soil and polential impacts
0 groundwater, delineate and characterize the area and to determine ¥ there are
continued releases from off-site sources (Empire Mine tailing deposits) that may
continue to impact the drainage area.

This is @ priority site in the South Aubum Street Redevalopment area to provide
much needed job growth and new housing. I is one of few larger sites under
single ownership which has the potential (o support marketable and sustainable
new developmant. Wa ook forward 1o the opportunity to partner with EPA in
attaining our mutual goals of site clean-up ard sustainable re-use,
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Telephone (530} 274-4310 — Fax {(530) 274-43499
www cityofgrassvalley.com




City of Grass Valley, California Cover Sheat, Village of Scuth Aubum, Site Specific

Assessment Grant

a. Appiicant Identfication
Mailing Address;

CITY OF GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA
125 E. Main Street, Grass Valley, CA 95045

Fhone: (530) 274-4330
Fax: {530) 274-4399
Website: www. Cityofgrassvalley.com
b, Applicant DUNS Number 062400162
¢.  Funding Requested
i Grant Type; Assessment
il Amount $200,000
i, Contaminatiory: Hazardous Substances
fv. Assessment Area:  Site Specific
d. Location City of Grass Valley, Nevada County, California
. Site Location Village of South Aubum located on South Aubum Street at
Whiting Avenue, Grass Valley Califomia, 858458 County Assessor's Parced
Numbers: 28-242-10, 290-280-14, 28-350-15, 28-280-06, 28-280-07, 29-
270-06,29-280-07, and 28-270-04. The site is one contiguous property
undar common ownership.
£, Project Contacts
Project Director: Tom Last, Planning Director
Mailing Address: 125 E. Main Sireat, Grass Valley, CA 95945
Phone: (630) 274-4771
Fax: (830} 274-4388
Email: tomi@cityofgrassvalley.com
Mayor: Jan Arbuckle, Mayor of Grass Valley
Mailing Address: 125 E. Main Street, Grass Valiay, CA 85945
Phone: {530) 274-4314
Fax: {530) 2744358
Email:

g. Date Submitted:
h. Project Period:

j. Papulation:

November 28, 2011
3 Years 2012 10 2014)

12,880 {U.8. Census 2010}

k. Appendix 3, Special Considerations. Mining scarred brownfislds sites and
concentration on Phase H Assessments. (See Appendix 3 Checklist
included in Afachmeants Section).

Telephone (530) 274-4310 ~ Fax (530) 274-4288
www Cityolgrassvalley.com
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RANKING CRITERIA

1. COMMUNITY NEED

The Gty of Grass Valley is seeking Funding for o snte specitic assessment of an 11 acre site planned
for mixed uses. The site has hazardous substances from part piining operations. The siwe Is also a
prisne inBl site identified for job creating business and housing development in the City's General
Plan, Grass Valley is & smsll town Jocated in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountains in
Nevada County in the nostheastern section of Californin. The town deva},&gxci durtag the gold rush
era beginning m 18505 and was one of the most prosperous mintng towns in California, Due to
eovironmental regulation, hard rock mining operations ccased by 1950% and caused 3 substannal
loss of fobs and economic decline. Given the lack of employment opportunities in the community,
the City's General Plan and recently completed Econoinic Development Strategy prionitize the re-
use of Brownfields sites as a high priority for employment generating uses and affordable housing,

The subject site is 2 catalyst site located in the Grass Valley South Auburn redevelopment area and
has received Plinning Commission approval of a development plan. Ia 2003, the City of Grass
Valley Planning Cornmission approved the Village of South Aubure Development Plan which
envisioned a mixed-use project consisting of 34 single family units, 23 apactment units, over 15,000
square feet of commercial space, and 9500 square foet of office space.  In addition, the project
called for 2.6 acres of uper space and 1.65 acres of pratected wetlands. ZhL placoed re-uses for
the subject site will help fulfill the commnﬁi§y’§ needs for oow employment and affordable ii(uﬁﬁ_g,
however, without further assessmeor of the site these offoris are sm*rmeg;i, The subject site

paticipated in the City of Grass Valley’s 2609 FPA Cormrmunity Wide Assessiment Program which
funded a Cleanup Planning Strategy for the site ro identify data gaps which must be filled for the
site o proceed furthet wowards clean-up and re-use. Prior 1o the grant sctivity, Phase T and Phase
IT level cquivalent assessments have been completed for the site, however, based on review of the
nature of mining and fommer dump contatinants, the State of California Department of Toxwe

Substances Coatrol (OTSC) has  determioed  thar MQL%W MMM
characiarization and remedial action plrming nesds 1 aiely
be_accomplis bgd i1 order to_schieve the g;}ggg*zed uses on the sie and fo

&. Health, Welfare, and Environment

Major contaminants on the site are mining tailings waste from historie placer mining on the site and
from the site’s dose proximity to the Empire Mine,  Histamcally, the town of Grass Valley is the
site of some of the highest producing gold and quartz beating mines on the west coast ncluding
the Peansylvamia, North Star, Empire and Grass Valley mines. Not long after Werld War 11, many
ot the mines closed down leaving bebind miles of subterranean tunnels and shafts, the cffects of
hydraulic mining, and exposed lands which leached metals into local waterways, and leading fo high
levels of funempioyment for the local workers, A second source of contaminants affecting the town
is related to humber mill operations.  Although both mining and lumber milling are 2o longer a
sigmficant contribuior o the area’s economic base, the cffecis of these enrhicr operations sull
plague the town and present health and environmental challeages. For example, the tailings from
former mine sites has been used for construction of buildings, highways, and roads.  Toxic
matetials such as mercury, cadmivm, chromium, cobalt, copper, evanide, chlosride, hydroxide, lead,
mickel, silver, sulfide, zinc, assenic, radioactive minerals, and asbestos contained in the tailings were

City of Grags Valley, Californis $ite Specific Assessment Narrative Fage 1
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thus distribured far and wide in the area for more than & century. Thers it %
miniug sites In or near Grass Yalley, The State Department of Toxic ‘S;zbstance (,onrtt:-i "IZ)T\{JE
has identified 27 clean-up sites in Grass Valley including the Idabo Maryland Mine, the Empire
Mine {adiacent 1 the site), the North Star Ming, the General Grant Mine, Sprng il Mine and
Stockron Hill Mine, Some of these mines used hydiaulic processes which trvolve signtficant
amounts of lquid mercury to enhance gold recovery. The U8 Geologic Survey cstimates that
10,000,000 pounds of mereury were released into the eavironment of which probably 80 o 90
percent was i the Sierra Nevada Mountains where the town is located”  Methylmercury
{CH3Hg+) it 2 potent neugotoxin that impairs the nesvous systern. OF particular concern s the
sccumulaton of mercury in Bsh in loeal waterways including the nearby Yuba River and Deer
Creeks, Health advisoties are routinely issued by the State and County for sensitive populations to
avoid ¢ating mercury contaminated fich from the waterways 1n and arouad {rass Valier. Dust and
soll from rne tailings often contain arsenic.  Arsesic is also a chemical of concer often assooated
with mining and lumber acitvitics,  Short or acute cifects or arsenic expusure can octur within
sours or days of cxposure. Long-term or chronie effects oceur over many veats. I,,cmg~zszm
exposure to arsenic has been linked to cancer of the bladder, lungs, skin, kidneys, nasal passages,

ver and prostate. Lverall, the small town of Grags Valley Jonly 4.11 square miles in size). has 3

&1&2&‘};}0&292?,;9 ;gg;mbf'r ané depsity ggg Brownficlds sites swhich adversele afiect the health and

his ICome comumun

As noted above, the site is direetly down gradient of the Empire Mine, which produced over 5.6
million ounces of gold before It was closed in 1956, Amoag polluants found in the Empire Mine
discharge are cadmivm, chromtun, copper, lead, mercary, nickel, thalliom, zine, aluminum,
antimony, arscnic, bartum, cobalt, iron, and manganese, some of which are present in
concentrations hundreds, thousands, and even tens of thousands imes higher than safe dimis.
The Empire Mine contaminants have migrated from the mune to the South Aubum Brownfields
gite. I:‘zev ous \mi xamp 'm:’, of the subect ‘ii{ﬁ wvidenced 1*11@}1 leveis af m"%ni{‘ m(ﬁ ozber metals.

ga{i as hlgh 4% §§§ vvvvvv mglhg These vgjg;gg excee:d s0dl gigg;;; g Qcﬁlmt vglggg Qgggbigxﬁfé b; the

saliforpia and ;)an g pisk 1o furure land users axgl aquanc species. As such, ope of the
ob;ectz ‘o8 of ﬂddlrl\')nal resting for the site is to detertmine the nature and lateral and vertical extent
of migretion of contaminants from the mne o provide reliable cleanup obiectives that facilitae
redeveiopment planning,

The town of Grass Valley is a rural center mt?; 2 ;){);)uiazzon of appronrmwi\f 22}3’0@ people. Itisa

City with a xfer} high puicentage of senior ciidy r hat
i : ds &xf’fzo W{)rk in vmmr %rvmg, rotzil of service sECtOrs.

& the 2010 median carnings of the Stawe Qf $a aii{cmzz
m?gzgﬁ was $60.392, lhtz ma;oﬁw of the {;zzspulaumﬂ is white; hoswever, the community is beconing
increasingly mudtt-cultural as the City seeks to create new jobs and businesses that will attract
younger people and families to the conmunity. In the 2010 Census, 83% percens of the total

EPVET

' USGS, 2005, Mercury Comamination frora Historieal Gold Mining in Califoraia by Chatles N
Adpers, Michael P, Honetlach, Jason 1. May, and Reger L. Hothem,

City of Grass Valley, {alifornia Site Specific Assessment Narrative Page 2
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popuiation ldentified themsclves as pon-Hispanic whites. Over the reenty -vear period from 1594
tr 2010, the mumber of pcop‘e ide néﬁiﬂg themselves av Ladao/lispamie living in Grass Valey

more £§2’1f1 fi{)ubied Inereasing from 4% 1n 1990 w0 10.6% in 20610

FNONY; a ate mgher zi’z’m zhe Fm and County.

In Census 'Vract & where 1he

r{;;zg ggggg; of sminorities and 1135,2;1 shuals in poverly thag the
_ . vga ,-] 3 '... i

L. de 14.5% {}f‘ the pomﬂavun in Csmm chz 6 is

Demographic Indicators for the Cily Grass ﬁalbﬁnd €1 8 {Village of South .&ubmmr&ﬁi
{2010 U.S. Census uniess otherwise noted)” e
Indicator CTEss. m\fallsy egw Wr
Aubure S¢: -
Areat
Popisation 5,859 12,860 37,253 4b6308,745 538
Unemployment (BLS Sept 2011} NIA® /A 1.9% 8.1%
Poverly Rate: 18.2% 136% 132%  143%
Percent Minority: 14.5% 10.6% 42.4% 26.7%
Per Capite income: $23,342 $23,803 $20020  $26,530
Median Household income $36,179 $35,39 $60392  $80,221
Renter otoupied htusing 62.8% §8.1% 421% 33.1%
Renfers paying 35% ar more of
income far rent 48% 48.5% 4503 41.0%
Colisge Graduate (ACS 2005-200%) 15.2% 17 4% 25.6% 24.4%
Persons over the Age of 62 21.5% 23.5% 11.4% 13.0%
Persons Under 5 8.7% 5.9% 8.8% 8.5%
Persons Under Age 18 18.8% 20.4% 25.0% 24.0%
zizgsons with Disability {over 5 years N/A 29 8% 19.92% 19.3%
gggons with Disability {over 85 years NA* 427% 49 2% 416%
isizaie in poverty with <5 year old NIA? 82,29 44.0% 46.4%
Housing pre-1938 NI~ 27.0% 8.4% 15.0%
Data is from US Census 2010 unless otherwise noted.
" BLS does not provide unemployment rates for small cities fike Grass Yalley of by Census Tract
finformation for Census Tract § 18 from the 2005-2009 American Community Survey. No data from 2010
Cersus accessible al this tims for the Census Tract level.

The most vulnersble populations Ia the community are the seniots and persons with disabilides
{(both groups comprise & significant portion of the populadon at rates substantially higher than the
State and nation) and children. ‘The percentage of senlors s twice as high as the State overall and
sendors in Grass Valley have higher rates of disabilities. Cadimiom, mercury, arsenic and lead
discharges from mining operations can affect seniozs and children adversely. Fetuses and voung
children are more sensitive 1o mercury exposute than adults, Methylmercury ¢an cause mariy ypes
of problems  children, including damage to the beain and nervous system, mental impalmma*
selzures, abpormal muscle toie, and problems i coordination. \hmng operatons ave also left

City of Grass valiey, California Site Specific Assessment Narrative Fage 3
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the community with elevated lead levels, which when combined with leaded petroleum produces
and lead-based paints common ia the older housing of the wwa, present increased lead cxposure
rates. In 2000, approximately 45 percent of the housing stock in Grass Valley was at least 30 years
old and 27 percent was over S0 vears old, Hotwes that are 38 years old and older are generally at
the grestest risk of being substandard and may have lead or asbestos materials, Renters oceupy 58
poreent of the housing stock (2010 Censos) wath 48.3 percent spending over 33 parcent of their
iscome on reat {American Comrmunity Sorvey Z005-2000 estimates),  Lower incomre renters are
less Bhely 1o have the rosources o address lead and asbestos products 1o thelr households,

A comprehensive study of Stare of California health indicators pn,paz‘egi by the UCLA Center for
Publie Health Pobey Research found that the Sierra Nevada mining Conntics, meluding Nevada
Caounty, had s rﬁiflcanf}& higher rates of heart disease, hypertension and asthma {all in t?ze 1% or 2%
worst quingile for all counties in Califorma) and these same Countics had the {east access

gaze of all Coundes in the State. The Study fouad that 9% of adults in Nevada I ounty y have heart
disease compared o 6.9% in Californiz overall. Similarly, asthma rates for persons over age 65 are
significantly higher than the Swic average of 13%. Seniors with asthroa in Nevaca County were
23.9% in the study. ~  Cancer rawey are alse extremely high State of Califo 3 ;
Public [leal h Lentct for Heaith Statistics reported thar Nevads County had A c:xude cancer rafe oi

United Stares.” Ag& adlmtm tates for Nevada Cour}tx, were at i’?% ] <:<>mpzrcé to the statewide rate
of 165.1 and the 158.6 for the nation,

Another important health risk related to the presence of Brownfields in Geass Valley s lack of
smployment opporiunities in the community which results i job seckers commuting o outside
urban areas for eraplovment. The City has conducted studies which indicate that there 15 marker
demancd ard suitable sites within the City for job creating uses, however, these sites are complicated
by the presence of Brownfields condidons. {,fmli these sites can be assessed and :cmadzatae;i i”{:»z*
dmmlopmen f**ra of the {3rass Vil ' v

gen&mﬁy carried by prcmﬂmg wind to Grass V. zﬁe*r where they aze trappr:d b} the mounains :mefi
freversion layers,  ‘This lack of jobs, ihﬁmfme, i’ma health mplzcat{oas as well by promoting
unhealthful commute patterns. The § ron Information Site h%mgwm

amculatg mglgg Jg;gj;gg aggé PRIZ, 5} and 0 ¢ };-. Son

; . ‘«1te assessmient, dean-up smd TESE of the subject site
wﬂi therefore, assist in Creating nevw employ ment vpportunides in Grass Yalley and reducing vehicle
rrles mraveled and the attendant vehicle erssions.

b. Financial Need

i) Economic impact of Brownfields. Historically, the median income for Grass Valley has
been =~1gmﬁcai*tlv lower than for other communitces in Nevad1 (Jount} The 2010 median

* Chromic Health Consditions of Californians, Findings from the 2003 Califorsa Healds Tnrerview Survey, preputed by
the UCLA Coner for Public Health Research, Diecambar 205,

% Catiforsia Lihpretmznt of Pablie Health, Center for Health Satistics, Oancer Daths 2608,

herge/ /edphuen gov Spuhaforms /Pobs / OHIR cancer 2005 pdf

City of Grass Valley, California Site Specific Assessment Narrative Page 4
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the highest rate of unemployment of all jurisdictions in Nevada Couaty. The U5 Bureau of Labor
Statistics does not provide unernployment rates for sinall citics ke Grass Valley, boweyer, the S
of California Emplovment Development Diepartment reports that, over dhe last 12 mooths, the
estimated unemplovment rawe for Grass Valley has fluctuared berween 15.5% and 11.5%. (Gmss
Valley also has a high rate of stuctural unemployment and pessons on public assistance of
disability, and self-employed parsons who are not accounted for in the unemployment stansaes.

The poverty mie smong ndividuals a0 the City of Grass Valley s 136"/* andd for thg site area
(Census Tract 6) the poverty rate s 16.2%. Close to 3% o of ih -
Xalley meets the V.S, Diepartment of Houstng’s defiotion o . 5

the City's housebolds meets the definaon of axrzemclv low income (Qlerra I’la*m,ng {”}rgamzmozz
Regional Housing Needs Plan). The popudation group most likely to have poverty level incomes in
Grass Valley are with children under five years af age {29 pcrcmt}, particularly femaie-headed

+

farnilies with children under five veags of ave of which 62,2 percent live in poverty.

Lewwer incomes In Grass Valley are the resudt of several factors, the most significant of which
inchrde: 1) the high proportion of gm‘erz*mmz«%&ismd reatal apartments (most of the subsidized
renal ho;ﬂng} i Nevada County is located in Cirass Valley), and 23 the high proporion of service
and retatl jobs that pay low- to moderate~ wages. A sgnificant poriion {38%) of the City's housing
is renter-ocoepied. Neardy 50 percent of these tenters spend more than 35 percent of theit income
on vent. The houvsing stock s older with 27 percent being constructed pre-1939 which s three
tenes the state and alinost twice the mational pereentages. lomes built pre-1980 were constructed
at 2 ame whea asbestos and lead were used in budding products

Grass Valiey's employmont base ¥ now largely in rerail and service trades — both arc low payviog job
categories and there are not cnough obs In the community to support the population. An
additional employment sector §s corstruction which s very depressed at this tme. In 2009, only 4
permits weze issued for acw housing down from 116 permits issued in 2003, As & result, azost
residents {57 purcent) conmnute 10 jobs ourside Grass Valley, The City therefore, has formed a
redevelopment sgency 1o revitelize the historic downtown, and caprure new job creating businesses
along key commercial corndors.  Geass Valley lies tn aa area surrounded by hills, rvers and forests
and it ¥s the City's policy to uilize land within or adjacent ta the oty Umits for cconomic
development before considesing expassion info outlying areas. To effectively re-use these sites,
market the sites, and leverape the Cirg's Hmited funds, more information must be developed
regarding the potersial for hazardous or perrclenm materials and the potential costs for clean-up.
The subject site s a caralyst site with an approved Development Plan consistent with the City's
General Plan and Economic Development Steatepy and therefore o high paoncoy.

i Fiscal Conditions. Like most communites in California, Grass Valley s
ronfronting an cxtreme fiscal crisis due to the recession, housing slump and the State of Califoraia
budget.  Grass Valley has three major local funding sources: 1) local property tax; 2)

redevelopraent tax increment financing and 3) sales vax revenues. All three revenue streams rely on
a growing and healthy economy. Propeety tax and mx ncrement are & function of property values.
With the recent housing crisis, property values have declined leading o reductions in anticipated
both property tax ané ?é’i.iéﬁ’*» d{)pmezi: revenues, The rnedian single family bome sales price
plummeted_from . ip 2007 1o $175.000 in 2011 severely nn&g?f‘z)iz’?ﬁ%ﬁ}ﬁ
Ciny’s propesty tax base. Sipilarly cales tax for Grass V alley has declined as tourdsi is slowing due
to gas prices, the mational cconomic crists and high unemployment in the grester Californiz ares

City of Grass Valley, Calfornia Site Specific Assessment Narrative fage 5
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tncloding Grass Valley, The total budget revenue from all sources in the audited 2007 /2008 Ciyy
budget was $11.596 million compared 1o projected 201172012 revenues of 39.680 million. This
represents a loss of $2 miliion in aonual revenues or nearly a 20% reduction in revenues.  This 3z
uzﬁ:}ﬁg (;umpotzgzéécé b'ﬁ hg; State _af {4l formg, }3{?}3(:*} due 10 a S ylﬁe budger crisiz,hay
hat r:al »‘f‘mcn Ieve evelopment agencies n the State st be
Jatiforoug 1 _ i budger. Tax increments represent g
»ui}ﬁt'mlml SOMECC of revenue for the fit\ of{ymﬁ v 331&\’ The Ciry of Grass Valler on faces
g@éﬁ}dﬁg deficit of 225 §fZ'I£' }13 §§§g§ m&wl‘? ue 10 zl;_-g Qﬁd ,g AT ggg the & State of California
4 ; 64 el arm ipproximmarely $700.000.  As a result, the iy
has institiied 4 hlrlu;:r froeze, reduction in spca&mg, a r{:{iuceé xxﬁrk wce:tk at City Hall and othes
measures to reduce expenditures.  As 2 smaller city, the Uity does not have the same revenue
sirearms that larger citted have for redevelopment. For example, the Ciry must compete stateawide
for limited Community Develapment Block Grant and [IOME funding and because of the Cin™s
population size, Grass Valkey Is not an entitlement community.  The City is, nonetheless, very
ageressive In pursuing grants and parterships te achieve redeve elopment Ob]é(‘ti‘vi.ﬁ One of the
stratogies the City fs purswing 12 to reduce the amount of rewil leakage fron: Grass Valley to retail
stoges 1 Placer and Sacramento County. A recent ceonomie study of the Glenbrook Basin area of
Grass Valley found that an ssamated $102 million in retall expenditures of Grass Yalley “leaks” to
other countdes which could be caprured if some of the larger sites in the redevelopment arvas were
cleared for re-use. In tumn, through the caprare of retail sales, the City of Grass Valley would also
capture sales mx reveoues o help stabilize the City’s budget and make reinvestments in the City,

The proposed Village 2t Sowth Auburn project will include over 13000 square feet of commercial
space, and 9500 sguare feet of office space that will gencrate new sales and property tax. The site
also ncludes 34 single famdy anity, and 23 sparument onits which will alse increase propesty mx
and indireetly contribute to sales tax revenues.  Clearing this Brownfields property for
redevelopment it expected to Increzse property values in the ares by upwards of 3% or more. Tlas
will, in turn, increase property tax revenues to the City which will allow them to deliver needed
cotmmunity services in Grags Valley,

2. PROIJECT DESCRIPYION AN(G FEASIBULITY OF SUCCESS

3.  Project Description. The site is uadeveloped vacast located on 11 acres, comprised of
elght parcels, iocated on South Auburn Strect. Single family restdendal and  commercial
development botrders the site to the sorth and south with the historde Empire Mine Jocated to the
zast. From the late IB00s fo the 194Fs site activities may have intermuttently included phacer
mining. The site has evidence of former mining operations, 2nd & adjaceas 2ad dowa gradient to
the Empire Mine from which contaminants have dikely migrated to this site. In 2003 the Ciy of
Grass Valley appraved the Village of South Auburn Dievelopment Plaa that consisted of mixed-use
development and open space.  Because of the concerns over environmental conditions from
historic miniag, the property owner entered into 3 Voluntary Cleanup Agreement {Docket Mumber
HSATA) with the Srate Depastment of Toxie Substanees Contral (ID0TSC), the lead regulatory
agency with  authority over hazardous substances seleases. A Preliminary Endangerment
Assessment was prepared by Walker and Assodates, Yoo (Prelminary Dndangerment Assessorent
Eiquivalont (PEAL) for tie Village of South Anbrrs, June 19, 2006). Findings of the PEAFE lnclodes: 1}
sandy tailings-ltke material were found in a2 spotty Jocation within the drainage feature on the
castern portion of the site; 2) 2 smal dump area comtaining household waste was observed; 3)
measuremenis using x-ray fuorescens (XRF) revealed clevated levels of amsenie lead and other

City of Grass Yaliey, Calfornia Site Speciic Assessment Narrative Page 6



metals; and 4 examination of susface soils in areas of wilings whore high aesenics values were
detected at surface. The PEAL was submitted to IXTSC, and 1DTSC determined the site had
significant data gaps and requestud additionsd sampling w folly characterize the site (I3TSC 2006),
The next step in assessment process 15 to conduct a Sampling Acalysis Plan (SAT) and implement
the approved plan. Following completion of the SAP and final SAP report, & Remedial Acton
Wortkplan {or clean-up plan) needs to be prepared o cutline the procedures for dean-up in 2
manner which meets both EPA and DTSC requirements to protect public health and the
envigormuent. These aze essential reguirements for preparing the site for remediation 1o allow the
plannied re-uses of the sie.

b, Budget for EPA Funding, Tracking and Measuring Progress, and Leveraging Other
Resources

i} Budget, The Cicy of Grass Valley is ceeking 3175000 in site specific Phase 1 E8A
grant funding for the Village of South Aubumn Shie”  The budget includes estrmated costs o
prepare Sampling Analysis Plag (SAP) and Health and Safety Plan (HSP) documents and begia
preparation of 2 Removal Action Workplan (RAW), Both of these documuents are reyuired by
IXTSC under the State Voluntary Clean-up Program. DVISC is the regulatory sgency in the State of
California responsible for determining the levels of assessment and remediation, which nieed 1o be
underraken for ¢ site to be deared for devedopment. There are maltple tasks which need 1o be
completed to characterize the comaminants and develop alrenatives for remediation of the ste.
Qudined below arc the budget, approsch and major tasks to be ursdertaken with the assessment
grant funds.

Budget  Task:Phase |Task2: | Task3: | Taskd: 3::;2
. an n-up | Commun egulatory ota
Cateqories I ESA and Clea G ity | Regulat Manags- Fotal
g Sarpling Planning . Cutreach Oversight me;g&
 Personnel 13,500 11500 | 25,000
| Fringe Benefits 0
Equipment g
. Supplies 0
Contractual 0,000 | 80,000 5,000 135,000
Other(State Fee ' !
for Oversight) 15,000 15,000
; Sub Tolal | 70,000 | 60,000 18,500 15,000 | 11,500 | 175,000

Fask 1 Phase 11 Sampling Analvsis Plan (SAP) 1mpl. station. Breed on the prior site
reports, and discussions with US. EPA and IDTSC, both a SAP and Health aad Safery Phan (HEP
need o be prepared to address the data gaps idendficd ia the PRAE and 1o characrerize the exrent
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B 2009/2010, $23 000 of a US, FPA Community-wide Assessment Graor funds vecerved by the City of Geass Valley
were cxpended on Phase I lovel work on ris site
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of contamination. The SAF will identify the specific number and location of soil and water samples
that will be collecred and analyzed. As part of the 3AP, soeam and sediment samples will be
collected o determmme the conduct an ecological risks amalysis. This iz necessary since the
development plans proposes 1o incorpomate the sensitive wates Course as open space ant protected
wetlands for which the site has recefved an approved Secuon 404 permit. The City will contract
with » qualified environmental assessor to conduct the Phase 11 ESA, and will work dlasely with
toth EPA and DTSC megarding the scope of work and mfnp]iﬁg procedures.  The City and
consuitant will also prepare @ draft report of results and findings for both EPA and DTS review,
Responses to comments and additional sampling, if required, will be undertaken to produce a final
data gap analvsis report which meers the State DTSC reparernents. A budger of $70,000 15
allocated for this task because of the size of the site and estent of possible contaminagion.
Anticipated costs include 37 500 for a site-speciiic SAP, and HSP; 347 5K for sample collecnon,
analysis, and data validation, $14,000 to prepare a draft and final zeport that includes an ecological
risk evahmtion, Qutpurs and OQuecomes: Oupurs from this task incdude draft and final SAP and
HSP documents and the c‘cpecred outcome that the City will recefve approval frara the State and
EPA o proceed with rhe Urepa*aaon of a Site O ¥¢tmwup Plan based on the results of the gamph%

Task 2. Clea This rask includes the developmens of a
Rernedial Action Workplm ’&%\Y} In accordance with the Voluntary Cleag-up Agreement
executed for the property, the RAW must include: (a) a description of the omsite contamnation,
including all backgrovnd information, sample analysis rexuits, humen and ecological health risk
assessment informmation, and any other information pertinent to the hazardous substance
managemient zod/or release, dhrracterization and cleanup of the Ste; (b} the goals to be achieved
by the remeval acdon; (& an analysis of the alternadve options considered and rejected and the
basis tor that rejection. The RAW will include 2 discussion for each altermtive which covers s
etfectiveness, }rrpkmf:t:tabﬂ.tv and cost; (d} adrainistrative record list; and () a statement that the
RAW serves as an cquivalent document ro the Enginecting Bvaluation/Cost Analysis document
requiret by the Maronal Contingency Plan.  Thizn plan will be prepared by a Qualified
Mavironmental Assessor. The draft RAW will be scbmitted to both FPA and DISC fix
comunents, i the budpet allows, 2 final BAW shall be completed and submitted fur DTSC
approval.  Alwo if funds allow, the City will ask the consultant to begla preparing the reguired
Remedial Llesign and Implementation Plan (RIDIP). The RDIP arust include: {2} rechoieal and
operational plans, engincering designg, maps and draft land use covenants needed for
implementation of the approved remedial or romoval actien alternatve(s); by 2 schedule for
inplementing the construction phase; (c) a description of the construction equipment to be
employed: {d} 2 site specific bazardous waste transportanion plan (f necessary); () the idertity of
any contractors, traosporiers and other persons conduating the removal and remedial acgvites for
the Site; (£ postremaedil sampling and mooitodng procedures for air, soll, surface water and
gremndwater; {g) operation and maintenance procedures and schedules; and (h) a hezlth and safery
plan. The budget includes $65,000 for this wsk. Quiputs and Ouicomes: Cuipuss from s task
ciude a draft and final Remedial Action Workplan (RAW) and the expected outcome that the City
will receive approval from the State and EPA to proceed with clean-up of the site in accordance
with the RAW,

Task 3: Comamnity Quireach. This nsk includes a aumber of activities to keep the public
informed, and 1o comply with EPA and IVTSC community outreach and notification requirements.
(Sce also Commupnity Outreach section).  The Ciry will ke the lead in community outreach and
coordination with the property owner and neighboring properties.  This will include outreach o
notfy the owner and neighbors when sampling actvities will be undertaken on the site and the
reasons for such activitics. The City will ensure thar questions about the site investigation process
are answered and that all anterested parties arc kept informed of the project and progress.  In

City of Grass Valley, California Site Specific Assessment Narrative Pape 8
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accordance with the State Voluntary Clean-up Agreement exccuted for the site, the Clry will alseo
easure that the RAW is available for public comment and review by a public netice in the local
newspaper. The Ciey will give the public ne less than 30 davs 1o review and comisent on the plan.
Duriag this 30 day period, the City will also hold 2 community meeting on the proposcd activities
and to teceive public comments on the RAW.,  All comments tecoved will be rocorded and
z’es;mmizd . LThe bisdgzet inclades $18.500) for community ouircach iz‘z{:}udiﬁg the pn&pamzicﬁ ofa
stte-zpecific Community Gurreach Plan by the consultant sclecred for the site assessment, moetings
andd staff time and masenial costs associated with keeping the community, stakeholder groups and
neighbors mformed of progress on the site. Qutputs and OQutcomes. OQuiputs from this task
incinde a draft and final Comenunity Relations Plan and the outcome & an informed public zod
seighbors who are educated about the actvives socurring at the site.

Cask 4 Regulatory Compliange 20d Oversight.  As noted above, the site is cutrentdy under
a Voluntary Clean-up Agreemoent with the State LTH0C, DTSC hes agreed to serve as the lead
regulatory agency responsible for reviewing and approving sl assessment and dean-up activities on
the site and for ensuring that the site assessmoent and remediation provess will lead (o a site which
meets the clean-up levels established for the intended uses of the site. The fee for this oversipht
charged by the Swate of California is estimated to be 813000, Quitputs and OQuicomes. Outpuns
include meeting notes and cagrespondence from DTSC regarding the acceptability of the sampling
and clean-up plans o kading to the sire to be authorized to be ¢leaned for re-use.  The expected
outcome 15 that the site will be clesned and cleared for productive re-use in accordance with the
approved development.

Task 5 Profect Masapernent.  This task provides for a small portion of the direet costs for
City staff to manage the grant over the estiroated twe to three vear term of the project. Costs
wnchwde staff fime to develop, adveriise and sclect qualificd contractors 1o petform project
management activities associated with the tasks above and 1o ensure the eonmracts and contractors
comply with the requirements identificd under the terms of the cooperatve agreement between the
City and the EPA.  City staff will comply with the EPA reporting requirements induding preparing
property proftie forms, quarterly and annual financial status and MBE/WBE udlization reporting.
City st will schedule and hold regular confersnces and/or mectings as needed with the
regulatory/ oversight agency staff to review progress under the EPA approved work plan. No
funds will be nsed for inclipible administrative costs. A surm of $11,300 from the grant is allocated
to project rmoagement which i significamily below the 10% allowed for such activities under the
grant. Because $11,500 over the 3 year period sccounts for only 2 small porton of the scraal
admtnistrative costs associated with this gant, the City will be making & substantial in-kind
contnbution of seaff tme at approximately $33,000 annlly.  Cuiputs and Outcomes. Outoormes
inclade 12 quarterly reports, updated Property Profile Forms; and three annual fnancial staterment
and WRE/MBFE reporis. The EPAs ACRES reporting system will be used 10 electronically submit
site informmtion.

i} Tracking and Measuring Progress, Cutcomes and Outputs.  The City of Grass
Valley has successfully received and adminsstered a prior EPA Communtty Wide Brownfiekls gram
and is thus familiar with the espected reporting requirements inchsding ACRES. The City of Grass
Valley typicaly requires weekly progress reports from all qualified environmental assessors working
on the grant which are then used to tack progress and create the system for tracking outputs argd
oweomes.  These repors in turn will be consolidsted 1o the Quarterdy Reports to our EPA
Project Officer. Generally, outputs and vutcomes will be tracked by property parcels as this lends
itself to inclusion in the ACRES reportiag system. Other significant outputs and ovtcomes such as
cornmrunity outreach will similarly be tracked through maintonence of sign-in sheets, meeting aotes,
and copies of sutreach materisls.  Typical outcomes include tracking the sperific amount of land

City of Grass Valley, California Site Specific Assessment Narrative Page 9
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where environmental and public health risks have been detenmined, tracking the number of
comimuanity geoups/members educated about the potental health rsks, acres converted 1o open o
public space, jobs created, numbers of properties alleviared from blight, and private financing
leveraged. The Ciry will propare quarierly ropors, aooual reports inchuding financial status reports
and MBE/WBE uglization reports using the EPA%s electrome ACRES system. The City Finance
Deparungnt will be responsible for the preparation of the financial reports and will work with the
Community Development staff on efficient drawdown and audiding of funds.
it} Levaraging ‘The Village of South Auburn site has already received subsiantal
private investment from the developrment team who has investod approximately over $4 mullion in
private funde for site planning, site assessment, and permits nchuding 2 118 Amyy Corps of
Engineers Scetion 404 permit to preserve an existing wetland on the site.  The development team
has also spent tunds for regulatory aversight by the State Department of Toxie Substances Control
of a Prelimivary Undangerment Report,  Therefore, there has buen substantial private investment
and leverage on this site. From a public perspecuve the City hay contributed substanual staff tme
to this project since 1t 1 4n importaz\z catalest site.  The Cuy has alzo contributed significant
‘mpmve:rr\tzr*t faz}és including $506.555.00) f%”zf: Sauth Auburn Street Improverments to setve as an
igcentive o suppori i tcvel ; atarez. In ordet 1o realize the viston of the Village
of South ,kuhum plan, , the site will need to be Cleaned up 1o meet standards mé’:iaémg standards for
residential uses and protect seosifive water bodies.  Cleac-up of the site maybe costly and
therefore, i addition to contributions from the devclopment teamn the Cliy has ideaified the
following poteniial sourees to make sire clean-up affordalzle.

* Department of Toxic Substances Controb (I0T5C), Clean-op Loans and Environmental
Assistance w Neighborhood (CLEAN) program, the Califorma State Brownfields Cleanup
Revolving Loan Fund (BCRLF) program and the Contaminaion Orphan Site Cleanup
program.

» Stase Water Agency, Proposition 530 and Propositon 84 for Waterways and Packways,

¢ UK EPA Brownfields Clean-up Revolving Loan Funds,

The City of Geass Valley has experience levemging public 2nd private funds through local
tax bonds and tax credizs for projects which meet the elighbility for such funds.  An exarople of the
City’s capacity to leverage local bond funds is the Spriaghtl Apartinents project which will provide
121 units of affordable housing. Thss $13 million dollar proiect includes $600.000 of local tax
incremcnt redevelopment funds which leveraged substantial additional public and pzivatf.
investment from U S, Departinent of Agrculture {USDA) and U8, Bank, T“}e City is aggressive in

%mkmg other sources of tdt’!db Fur exampi@ avet the paﬁ mQ ;aars, the Lity has %{:{:{,ssggig
- 7 ‘ 2 ; '

B cd riag and

cornrnunity,  The (m* iza« alsoy aor"}rmtted over S”‘}f} {X‘if} in- kmd -:tatf services o the 00‘)

c. Prograramatic Capability and Past Performance

1} Programmatic Capability. The City of Grass Valley is a full service mumicipality which
resposible for planmag, butlding, public works, parks and recreation, fire and police services for
the City, This project wili be overseen by the Community Drevelopment Deparoment which & the
Department responsible for planaing, redevelopment and econormic development, aad bas
expericace in maseging federally funded grant funds such as CDBG and HOME funds and is
currently administering the 2009 Brownficlds EPA Assessment Grant There iz very lintle turnover

City of Grass Valley, California Shie Specific Assessment Narrative Page 10
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in the City of Grass Valley and most employees are long wem emplovees. This grant will be
adeministered through the Community Developaent E}g;}amnm{ ard overseen by Mr. Tom Last,
Manning Director whe has 26 vears of expesience in comnmunity é&’eif:pmwt and 8 years with the
City of Grass Valley. The Brownfields Assessment program will be wnder the day-to-day
management of Ms. Jerd Amendola, Economic and Housing Specialist who has been fnstrurnental
in the success of the 2009 Browafickds grant. Ms. Amendola has over twelve years of professional
sedeveloprment expericncr including experience both with the City of Grass Valley and with the
Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency. Ms, Amendola will be assisted i the finaneial
tracking and compliance related to dhis grant by Ms. Tish Buii, ot the Cigy’s Finance Department.
This project management team includes the key pemsonnel who are most familiar with the
redevclopment arcas and grants management and, who administered the successful 2009
Brownficlds grant. The City of Grass Valley is familiar with solicitation, selection and contracting
for outside expertise using the Federal OMB A-102 Procurement Standards.  Thev have used this
system 0 successfully sepure consulants or contractors for a number of federal grant programs
inchadmg CIOBD, HOMEL US EPA Brownficlds and transportation projects,

i} Adverse Audit Findings. None. 'The City of Geass Valley conducts an apnual
audit and fnancial report prepared by a certified public accountant in accordance with the City's
Charter in ageordance with Single Audit accounting procedures.  The City has a0t reeeived any
adverse findings vor has the City ever been tequired to comply with special "high risk”™ terms and
conditions under agency regulations implementing OMB Circular A-102.

iii} Past Performance. The City of Grass Valley reccived 2 Community-wide
Assessment Grant from the VLS. KPA in Gerober 2009 and work %ng:m in April 2010 wamediately
following execution of a a contract with a qualificd onvironmental firm. This grant has been
exttemely successful, and the demand for partdcipation in the program outsinps avalable grame
resources. As sich, the Cly is applying for additional assistance from the 2012 Brownfields
allocation. In 18 months since the grant has been underway, the follewing significant
“cco:np]ishm{:nts have been achieved: 1) The City completed the site inventory of contaminaced
sites and screened, evalusted and assignud scores 1o appmm”mtelf, & candidate sites based on site
ranking/selection criteria; 2 the {(iry completed the szmt\ Assurance Project Plan and GIS
mapping of the targeted Brownfields arvas; 3} For properties planned for rouse/redevelopment, 14
Phase 1 E8As and 11 Phase 11 ESAs have been completed (Note: 3 additional Phase 11 ISAs will
start this quaﬂef} and dleanup strategies have heen completed for 8 Brownfields pa10e1<; As a result

; ; iapressive progress, gver 85% of the fonds have begn d
snce ;zmgg&m meeption.  In addition, the City bas had two  wall attcnd(,d community meeﬂngs on
the project and a number of mectings with property owners, U.S. EPA and the State Deparment
of Toxie Substances Conwrol. The 200% grant was funded with American Relnvesmment and
Recovery Act (ARRA) funds and all required reporting and compliance procedurces are being
adhered to. Progress repotts are vup o date and site information is recorded on Property Profile
Forms and updated on ACRES.

3, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND PARTNERSHIPS

a. Plan for Involving Affected Community. Although Graee Valley & 5 emall town, there is
& very active cifizenry and many communication merworks. Public weorkshope are 2 popular format
for Involving the community in active parricipation.  The City has already held a public workshop
on November 20, 2011 regardiug this graat appheation which recoived a favorable response. In
addition 1o conunumty workshops, the City will wse many of the commpunity outreach procedures
used for the successtul 2009 Community-Wide Brownficlds Assessmiont Grrant. The Gy will hold

City of Grass Valley, Californis Site Specific Assessment Narrative Page 11
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a workshop to expiain the reasons that an assessment grant is needed for the site and o axphn

how this wail help assist with the phnned seouse of the sire,  This workshop will give the gencral

public an opportunity 1o ask quesdons about the grant, how cach phase of the assessment process

is conducted, and how public safety will be ensured. Workshops are adverdzed through a varety of

miethods including:

¢ Direct Mailing. The Ciry has already assembled 20 extensive mailing Est of interested persons
and organizations as part of our 2003 EPA Browofields grant.

¢ Group Membership Mailings (via siakeholder groups such as the Downtown Assoctation and
the Chamber of Commeree);

*  DPrint Medin which includes the Sacramento Bee and the Grass Valley Dally Usion which 1s
disiributed to 16,000 homes.

¢ Intemet connecnons ncuding the City of Grass Valley Website, the Chamber of Commercee
website, the Downtown Grass Valley Website, Yubanet regional nows and Nevads Gold On-
line Magazisc.

¢  Loeal cable TV and public radic.

In addition to public workshops, the City will also ensure that interested persons and the public
receive updates on the status of the project. The City will ensure continumng mvoivement and public
awatreness throuph the following types of mwasures:

¢ Quarterly updates at televised Ciry Council meetngs,

*  Website updates (see website list above]

#  Press Releases to media outlers (isted above) o update the public on progress and any
upcoming meetngs,

¢ Pact Sheers and Progress Reports which may be distributed ar miectings or published in local
newsletters arud vn websites,

* Report backs 10 our Stakeholder groups such as the Chamber of Commerce, Downtown
Assoclation, and uthers.

In addition to the above outreach activitles, the City will also lead the effort w coraplying with the
Sute of California comununity outreach requirements which Include among other things, the
preparation of 2 Community Relatons Plan and publication of the RAW for public review and
comiment. Finally, the City will be responsible for ensuiing that the property owner and reighbors
are notified of samnpling activities on the site and the purpose of such activities.

Ohur public outreach processes are very interactive and we expect that the City staff will be invited
to ke additional presentations 1o neighbors and other interested parties through-out the
Brownflelds project period.  The City of Giass Valiey does not generally need tansiation services
since  90% of the commundty speaks Foglish only and the majority of those who speak Spanish
speak Fnglish very well (2000 U.S Census). HHowever, as the City Is becoming more muli-caltural,
we will cantinue 1o assess the need and provide translation services as needed.

b. Efforts of Plans ta Develop Local and State Partnerships. o implementng the 2009
Brownficlds grant, the City has formed key parnerships with EPA, Region % the California
Departent of Toxic Substances Contrel (DT8C); the California Depanent of Conscrvation,
Office of Mine Rechmation; the Central Valley Regional Water CGuality Control Beard for
groundwater o surface water contwminadon: and, the Nevada County Departiment of

City of Grass Valley, Californiz Site Snecific Assessment Narrative Pape 12
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Laviroamental Ficslth,

These agencles provide cssential techinical expertise and regulatory

oversight for tosic materials and these agencies will be contacted at cach phase of the assessment
process. Vhe involvement of these agencies is particutarly important for the Phase 11 Assessment
and Clean-up Semasegy documents, Also, 28 noted above, the City and the project sponsor bave
already partcipated 1 the Cabforma “Umbied Agency Review Process™ and signed a Voluntary
Clean-up Agrecment with the IXESC who will serve as the lead agency to oversight the assessment
and clean-up process af the State lovel

< Description/Role of Key Community-Based Organization. "t'he maln

partners who will be involved s the project and thetr role are desertbed below:

commusity-based

Organization Description and Role Contact
Grass Valley 1§ assist in convening workshops; 2} provide property Mary Ann
Chamber of awners with information regarding the asscssment Mugelier,
Comimerce program and the benefits of voluntary participation;: 33 ixecutive
outreach to business and property owaers and keep them | Director,
up to date on the progress of the BrownBelds project, 43 | (83032734067

promote tedevelopmens and re-use planniog efforts for
Grass Valley.

(irass Valley

1) outreach wo businesses and property cwners regarding

Heoward Lovine,

Downatown the Brownficlds Program sad 2% will continue to be an Fxeeutive
Association active stakeholder in the planned re-use of downtown Dizectos,
development sites (B30 2728315
Nevada County 1} assist with marketing the Browaficlds assessment Ren Maser,
Eeonomic Resoutce | program, and 2} increasing community awareness of Prestdent (5303
Council (NCERC) Brownfields regulations and available programs 274-8435
Nevada County This organization will assist the Brownfields projectin Dchbic Arakel,
Habitar for praviding outreach to their members, and denufying Exccutive
Humanity possible slies for affordable housing, Director, (530)
Zi4-1951
Nevada Counry Assistance in public and worker satety and providing Barbara Bashall,
Contractors cducation matenals about Brownfields and clean-up Exeeutive
Assoviation planning sequirements to teir members Director,

(530) 274-1919

4 PROIECT BENEFITS

a. Welfare and/or Public Health, This project will contribute to the public health and
welfare of Gras Valley by

Injustice. The site is located i an area of the City which has high rates of persons in poverty

Asgsessment and Clean-un

antarminated Site that will correct for Environmental

and minontes persons.  Overall, the City of Grass Valley is 2 lower Income community;

however, Carsus Tract 6 where the site is located has higher poverty rates than the City of
Grass Valley, the Swre and nanon.

City of Grass Valley, California Site Specific Assessrmant Narrative
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BoIes ess ang cduc rarding comtaminants in the area inchuding thosc
fmm mmng activitios, ihc South Auburn arca WI.CI‘? the site i locatté is ju the “shadow” of
the limpire Mine which is currently 2 IXTEC project. This mine and older mining constituents
on the site ar¢ of concern v many neighbors and this project will help educare the public abow
the contaminants, how they can be assessed, conmained or remooved and how public safoty is
proweted. This will be accomplished by Informing the public about zegulatory standands wod
safeguards to protecr hupmn health, including those reinted o iWontifving and reporting
potental suspect soils or conditions, and safety procedures to prevent exposure or migration of
fugitive dus, sl or contaminated water,  Public education face sheets will be developed
regarding public safety and worker safoy.

} i ; 3¢ cootamination.  According to the
‘“\’fmmg s Toxic Lﬁg;&‘f; %‘pmt Drcpared b‘; the ‘Qzﬁrm Fimé 2 major problerm with protecting
the public’s heairh 1n the Serra Nevada is that there are ao incentives for the property owner to
cleac-up thelr proporty,  The report states that “by default, the cmrent property owaer 2
responsible, cven if that individual did nov create the polhstion or profit from the mining
opematen that left it .. there are no inentives for povak landowners o conduct volumiary
cleanup.” Through ':Ins grant, propesty owners of the siter who have invested bundreds of
thousands of dollars in planning, architecture and design will have an incentive to proceed with
the voluntary desn—up of the site and follow through with the approved reames of the site
which will be of great benefit to the overall commmunity. Greant funds will sddress data gaps
identified by the regulatory agency (DTSCY Fuads @il abe create cleanup objectives
deveioped to protect human health and the environment. Fees will cover DTS oversight
costs to provide technical gitdance to easure cleanup will be proteciive of planned land use and
proeide Babilioy protections,

. I?’rm ide %fg Ai‘fmd'zhlc IIou*:m“ and Fenpl 1 for Lower Ingumg Households o Improve
. Al Fac&{aung the cicaﬁ-up of site For re-use as housing and
crnp oyment gmgzm’ng uses wﬂl assist the community in meeting housing demand includiog a

range of hwuam& and atfordability, and will create new ;gbs and employment opportumties f{}z

the eornniunity. 21 15 esamtm ;h'xt the re-use of t§‘x§ sIE ggg *;ccordance ‘mth g gﬁ;}ggz

b, Economic Benefits and/or Greenspace

»  Productive Beouse of Pnder-utilized Pro crating Uses. Gerass Valley
has one of the highest zmempam*ment rates in Nevada County and recent economic reports,
based on regional population projections, indicaze that the Ciry of Grass Valley should create
393200 square feet of new business and commerdial vses o support 3817 new jobs within the
City Limirs during the next 17 years.  This grant will aszist us in promoting re-use to support of
the subjeet site on which 1s phmcé 1o provide over 15,000 square feet of commercial space,
and 9,300 squaze feet of office space 1n addition to 34 single family units, 23 apartment units,
This is a significant contribution o filling the newd for new busme‘t'« sg}acgs Addiuonally, the
City fully expeets adiacent and nearby property values fo Increase 2-3%% once this Brownfields
site is clezned up andd redeveloped. In turn, this will generate corresporxding increases in
property tax reveaue o further support and provide needed community services.
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s Creation of New Businesses and Jobs, Irom a fiscal perspecnve, new development will
incrense the City’s propesty eax and sales tax base allowing the City 1o make further re-
investments for the pubhc good and increase livability by being able to support improved Uity
services, For example, BEPA reports that correcting Brownficlds increases the property values
for adjoining properties by 2.3%.  The planned development will make a significant
contribution to the City of Grass Valley's property and sales rax base which will allow the Ciny
te make further nvestments to promowe the livabiity of the copmunity.

* lealthier lobs/Housing Balance, Through new employment, this grant will reduce venicle
rmiles fraveled and the attendant air guality and energy consumption impacts. Fifty seven
percent (57%} of the work force commures outside of Grass Valley for employment, thus,
aggravating congestion on Highway 8 and substantially degrading air quality in the valley. By
providing now emplovment iz the town, we will reduce commute patterns and keep tax
revenues where they are needed most.

s Affosdable Housine and Livabiliy. Development of new affordable housing to provide safe

arxt decest housing for lower income families, senjors, persons with disability, 20d low wage
earmers i the Cirv. The proposed project is planned for mixed usce including apartments
which will provide affordable housing for lower income houscholds and wotkers In Grass
Valley. Because the project development plan also includes commercial space and dedicated
open space, the City will promote livability by providing effordable housing within walking
distance to neighborhood services and open space.

¢ Greenspace and Habitar Benefits. The projece will facilitate the provision of 2.6 actes of open
space and 1.65 acres of protected wetands which will contribute to the greenspace available 1o
the community and preservation of this very endaagered habitar type.  In addition, the project
will preserve sensitive wetland habitat species by conducting studies to mitigate any migration
of arsenic and other motals to habitat areas including rus-off to Wolf Creek.

¢ Environmental Benefits from infrastructure Reuse/Sustainable Reuse

This grant will help support the City dn thede efforts to develop sustainably by promoding re-use of
this high priority catalyse infill site along South Aubwrn Sireet. The surrounding ares is currently
dcvc:loped and has urban services,  The sife is one of the remaming larger parcels suttable for infil
and dcwlopmem The i ;{} imﬂ mcentl\f mmmirteﬁ $506,335.00 for ‘iomh Aunbursn Strect

devel gg;mgnt | tr_am_mhn@ ggg;m;};tﬁfd g s'{;;'wﬁi m;l]m m p]_ggg; 2 2533; ;i’m *ﬂtg The pmposed

development wall wilize existing infrasicucture thar will allow the Ty to continue to grow
seonomically and provide jobs and affordable housing without extending the urban footprint and
utban services imto sensilive natural arcas. By jimudng the expansion of the urban foorpriat, the
City retains more of the tax revenues for providing social services and Iimprovisg the quatity of life
for the community. By promoting 2 compact urban footprint we will reduce commste patterns and
support smartet growth pareras. A compact downtewn will also support walking and bicycling as
an alternative o vehicles all of which contribute to community livabibny. I addition, the City has
recently substantially revised their Development Code to support sustainable and smart growth
concepis. These sustainability policies will be applied to this project as the site progresses throvugh
the clean-up and devclopment process,

City of Grass Valley, Calforaia Site Specific Assessment Narrative Page 15



ATTACHMENTS TO CITY OF GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA SITE SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT GRANT

1. Threshold Criterig and Site Eligibility Criteria
Letter from the Californig State Departrnent of Toxic Substances Control {DTSC)

3. tetiers of Support and Partnership

a. Grass Valley Chamber of Commerce

b. Grass Valley Downtown Association

¢. Navada County Economic Rescurce Zouncil (NCERC)

d. Nevada County Habitat for Humanity

€. Nevada County Contractors Association
4. Othertetters of Support Received as a Result of Public Outreach
5. Other Factors Checklist
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ATTACHMENT 1. THRESHOLO CRITERIA FOR SITE SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT GRANTS

1. Applicant Eligibility. The Applicant for this grant is the City of Grass Valley, a municipality of
the State of California. The (ity of Grass Valley is an incorporated City of the State of
California formed by charter in 1893 under the Constitution of the State of California. In
accordance with the 2011 EPA Grant Guidelines, the City s an eligible applicant and is 2
“General Purpose Unit of Local Governmeant” or a “local governmant” as defined under 40
CFR Part 31.

2. Letter from the State or Tribal Environmental Agthorty. The Btate Agency which has
authority for hazardous materials is the State of California Departmant of Substances
Contral DTS A letter acknowledging this appiication from DYSCis attached.

3. Site Eligibility and Property Ownership Eligibility.

a. Basic Site Information,
{a) Name sf Site: Village of South Auburn

(b} Site Address: 750 Seuth Auburn Avenue, Grass Valiey, Nevada County,
{alifornia 85845

(¢} Site Dwnership:  South Auburn Street Pariners {Contact Person - Jon Blinder 1-530-
263-5563}

b. Status ang History of Con

{a} Type of Contamination. The site has been impacted with hazardous

{b} Operational History and Current Use of Site. The site is currently
undeveloped with no structisres. Historic mining activities from an adiacent property
alleged 10 have contaminated onsite s0iis and water bodies. Additionally records show
that from the fate 1800s to 1240s, this Site may have been used intermittently for piacer
mining including the Larkin and Qliver mines. Unauthorized dumping is suspected on
one of the gight parcels and i suspected of being contaminated with hazardous
substances commonly associated with refuse.

{¢] Environmental concerns, i known, at the Site: Preliminary sampling
indicated soils contain heavy metals including arsenic as high as 4,970 rilligrams per
kitogram {mg/kg}, mercury as high as 35.5 mg/kg, copper as high as 931 mg/kg, and lead
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as high as 685 mg/kg.  These values exceet soil cleanup default values established by
the State of California and pose a risk o future land users and aguatic species.
Development for the Viliage of South Auburn project includes mixed-use of commercial,
residential, and will incarporate 2.6 acres of opern space and 1.65 acres of protectad
wetlands.

{d} How the Site became contaminated, and to the extent possible, describe
the nature and extent of the contamination: Sand 1ailing dlies associated with hard
rock mining waste were found within the drainage feature onsite, Tailing are the resuit
of mining from onsite operations or most likely have migrated from the Empire Mine
tocated upgradient of the site. A small unregulated dump was noted daring preliminary
environmentsl studies.  In 2009, the City of Grass Valley was awarded their first EPA
Brownfields Community-wide Assessment grant (28-00T17401-0} to complete Phase |
and Phase i environment Site assessments. Funds provided the City the oppartunity te
understand potential risks from onsite contamination. The Study entitled Cleanup
Planning Strategy-Village of South Auburn concluded additionad studies were needed
including samples at deeper depths and an ecological study.

¢ Site Eligibility

in August 2010, the City submitted an eligibility determination checkdist 1o EPA {0
determine site eligibility under the Brownfields Community Wide Assessment program.
EPA reviewed the application and gn October 21, 2010 determined the site metthe U.S
EpA Brownfields grant site sligibility criteda. Specifically the Site is agh

{a} Listed on the National Priorities List;

{bl subject to unilatersl administrative orders, court orders, administrative

praers on consent, or judicial consent decreas issued (o or entered into by

parties under CERCLA; and

{cl subjeet to the jurisdiction, custody, or control of the U.S. government,

Not Applicable. The Site is does not meet the criteria to require a property-specific
determination in order to be eligible for funding,
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e. RC 107 Lighili

The City of Grass Valley is not the praperty owner and therefore is not potentiaily Habie
for contamination at the site under CERTLA §107,

f. Enfore

The Site is not subject to an ongoing or anticipated environmental enforcement Or other
actions. The California Department of Substances Controf {OTSC) entered into a
voluntary Cleanup Agreement as amendad on january 18, 2007,with the site property
awner which includes the scope of wark including preparing a Remedial Action
Workplan {RAW]; however work under the VLA has not been completed and the
project is on hold pending financial assistance ¢ address the estimated costs of
assessment for this site.

£ information on Liability and Defenses/Protections Where Applicant Does NOT
Own the Site,

The applicant, City of Grass Valfey does not own the site ta be assessed. Therefore the
City affirms that:

i} The City did not arrange for the disposal of hazardous substances at the site or
transport hazardous substances 1o the site, or did not cause or contribute to any
releases of hazardous substances at the site.
it} The City has an interest in seeing the mixed use development but doey not
have a direct reiationship with the owner. The land owner has agreed to
cooperate with the City and supports the proposed grant activities {see letter of
support in attachment section}.

i} The land owner will provide site access to the City and &5 contraciors
perform site assessment activities.

This section is not applicable since the City of Grass Valley {applicant) does not gwn the
site and does not intend to purchase the site at any point during the performance of the
grant, The site property owner has entered irte a Voluntary Clean-up Agreement with
the State of California Depariment of Toxic Substances Condrol {DTSC) wha is serving as
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the oversight agency for the assessment and clean-up of this site, in accordance with
that agreement, the groperty owney is reguired 16 comply with all land-use resteictions
and institutional controls; assist and cooperate with those performing the assessment
and provide access to the property; comply with all information requests and
administrative subpoenas that have or may be issued in connection with the property;
and provide all legaily required notices. Sub-guestions in this section are not applicable
to this preject since the grant applicant {City of Grass Valley] is not the site owner.
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\\Q .,« Department of Toxic Substances Control |
- Deborah O, Raphas, Dirsctor ’
Matipew Rodriquer 880 Cal Center Drive Edmund 8. Brovim Jr.

Environmental Prolacdion

TS R VY -

Saceutary for ) Sacramento, Gallfornia 95826-3200

November 17, 2011

Ms. Debbie Schechter .

Brownfisids & Site Assessment Section Chief
U.8. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9
Superfund Division {SFD-6-1}

75 Hawthome Strest :

San Francisco, California 94105-3801

STATE OF CALIFORNIA LETTER OF ACKNOWLEDEMENT FOR BROWNFIELDS v

SUBTITLE A GRANT APPLICATIONS — CITY OF GRASS VALLEY

Dedr Ms. Schechter:

The Department of Toxic Substances Coritrol (DTSC) has received the City of Grass
Valley's request for g leftar from the state environmental authority acknowledging

. that it intends to conduct assessment activities and that it is planning to submii
. applications {o the United States Environmental Protection Agency for Brownfields

Subfitle A Community-wide Assessment Grant funds of $200,000 for hazardous

. subsiances and $200,000 for petroleum, and for Site-Specific Assessment Grant
funds of $200,000 for the Village at South Aubum Brownfields site. DTSC fully

supports Grass Valley's request for the grant funds o conduct community outreach,
snvironmental assessment activities, and dsve!op cleanup plans.

Utiizing the Community-wide Assessment Grants, Grass Valley will conduct Phase |
and Phase Il Epviroprnental Site Assessments in six areas priorifized for infili and
redevelopment projects in the Grass Valley General Pian, The Downlown, Idaho-
Maryland Road corridor, East Main Street, Colfax Avenue, South Auburm Road, and
Glenbrook Basin Area ali have updafed sirategic plans seeking lo leverage a
combination of local resources, USEPA Brownfields, US Department of Housing and
Urban Development, and Department of Transportation funds to facliitate
redeveiopment and reuse.

The City of Grass Valley is aiso seeking site-%psciﬁokssessmem Grant funds to

complete its assessment and cleanup planning for & site on South Auburn Strest
known as the Village at Scuth Auburn. This 11 acre site i5 planned for a mixed-uge
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Ms., Dehbia Schechter
November 17, 2011
Page 20f2

 development with approximately 60 housing units, commercial space, open space

and protected wellands. Additional assessment work defineating the data gaps at

- the site, including pessible impacts to groundwater and evaluation of the health risks

the sfte poses is required in order io develop & cleanup plan.

These grants will aliow the City of Grass Valisy to continue fo work with state
agencies in a productive manner that profects the envirenment, improves the lives of
the citizens of the area and all of California. We appreciate the opportunity to

- support local agency programs because they play a criticat role In California’s efforts

to protect the environment and public health,

Please contact Mr. Tim Miles at (§18) 255-3710 or by emall at tniles@dtsc.ca.gov, if
you have any qt,zestzans

Smaareiy,

wmmm

Charles Ridenour

Branch Chief )
Cleanup Program- Sacramento Office -

e WMr. Joe Hacks!
Direcior
Community Development Department
City of Grass Valley
125 East Main Streat
Grass Valley, California 85945

‘Mg, Megan Cambridge -

Brownflelds & Redevelopment Team Laader
Browr and Caidwell

10540 White Rock Road, Suile 180

Rancho Cordova, California 88670

Mr, Tim Miles

Hazardous Substances Scientist
Ciaanup Programs- Sacramento Office
Department of Toxic Substances Contrel
88G0 Cal Center Drive

Sacramenio, California 95826
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Howamber 16, 2013

jori amendola

Econoasc Development Speciakist
City of Grass Valley

15 E Miain Street

Grags Valley, CA. 9504%

SURIECT: City of Grass Valtey Browsfiekls Cotsmunity-Wide Assesament Gramt Agglications for both
Hazardous Substantas aixt Petrofeum Products and Site Specifle Assessinent Grant for the Viliage of
Sourth Auburs

Dear fere

| veas very pleaged o hear that the ity of Srass Valley is pursuing additional U5 FPA Brownfieits grang
funding, and speetfically, funding for the Yillage of South Aubwrn which | represent. As you may know,
this site is & prime miced wse infill e of cloze to 13 zcres joceted on South Auburn Rosd.  the
developmant team hias. over the yeors, participated in various studies of the histarie uses and patential
for comamination, however, the couts of fusther sarpling and anelysis arg simply not fepsible for the
development team ot i time. W are therefore, extremely suppertive of the opportunity to
votertarily panticipate o this progrars and measure the txten? snd types of pomtamination in drder to
furcher our plansed redevelopment of the site. 1 beliove we have an outstanding mixed use project
providing new hames and commerncial space in the South Auburn Bedevelopment Area. We have met
and incorperated many chalienges inclading preserving the existing wetfand on the siw and obtaining a
A8 parrmd for such.  Cleardy, substantial effprt and peivate wad public fumds have been imested i this
site pnd yar we confront more challeages related to past minday activitiag and possible off-site migration
of contaminants from the Empire Mine upstreams.  Please put me down as 5 wiling Stakehalder to
support and faclitate this process.  Flease do not hesitate 1o call me 3t 2638863, ¥ | can answer any
Fuestions or asuis this effort.
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Gurass Yalley/Nevada County
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

November 16, 2011

jeri Amendola

Economic Development Specialist
City of Grags Vailey

125 E Main Street

Grass Valley, CA. 95945

SUBIECT: City of Grass Valley Brownfields Community-Wide Assessment
Grant Applications for both Hazardous Substances and Petroleum Froducts
and Site Specific Assessment Grant for the Village of South Auburn

Dear Jeri,

On benalf of the Chamber of Commerce, 1 am pleased to submit this letter of
acknowledgement and support for City of Grass Valley's application for funding
under the EPA Brownfields Assessment program. The (ity of Grass Valley is
applying for funding under the Brownilelds program to conduct community-wide
assessments of hazardous substances and petrolenm product sites planned for
redevelopment in our redevelopment project areas and a site specific asgessment
grant for the proposed Village of South Avburn site.

As Grass Valley's most established community-based organizations which has
served the community for almost 100 years, the Chamber will be involved in the
profect through outreach efforts to business, property owners, and community
groups, The Chamber will assist in providing business/property owners with
information regarding the assessment program and the benefits of volumtary
participation. The Chamber will provide periodic updates in its newsletter,
“Business to Business” to keep them up to date on the progress of the Brownfields
project.  The Chamber provides these services on an in-kind basis for the
betterment of the greater Grass Valley community.

The City of Grass Valley has a high concentration of absndoned mines, including
several mines in within the City Limits of Grass Valley. Because downtown Grass
Valley developed in the late 1800's along with the mining operations, this area
continueg to have hazardous waste conditions related {¢ mining contaminants and
buried subterranean mining structures. Contaminants from mining operations are
found in the soils and urban creeks which run through the redevelopment area.

248 Mill Street  Grass Valley California 95945 530.273.4667 Fax 530.272.5440

www.grassvalleychamber.com



Without assessment and clean-up of these properties, the Chamber and community
cannot realize our long term economic vision for a healthy community with
adeguate jobs and services.

Thank you for considering this application. If you need further clarification of the
Chamber's support for this project, I welcome you to cali or email me directly.

Sincerel
S Dot

Ma¥y Ann Mueller
Exefutive Director
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Grass Valley Downtown Association

(5303 272.%8313  Fax (5303273-8696  Post Office Box §984 Grass Valley, CA. 95945
E-madt gvdni @shesiobalnet www Jistorjegrasevalioy conn

November 16, 2011

Jeri Amendola

Eeonomic Development Specialist
City of Grass Valley

125 B Main Street

Grass Valley, CA. 95045

SUBJECYT: (City of Grass Valley Brownfields Community-Wide
Assessment Grant Applieations for both Hazardous Substances and
Petroleum Products and Site Specific Assessment Grant for the
Village of South Auburn

Dear Jeri,

The Grass Valley Downtown Association is pleased to submit thig letter of
support and parteership for the City of Grass Valley’s application for funding
under the EPA Rrownfields Assessment program to conduet community-wide
assessments of hazardous substances and petroleum product sites planned for
redevelopment in our redevelopment project areas.

The City of Grass Valley located in the “Gold Country” of the Sierra Nevada has
high concentration of abandoned mines, including several mines within the City
Limits of Grass Valley. Because downtown Grass Valley was deveioped in the
late 1800’s along with the mining operations, this area contfinues to have
hazardous waste conditions related to mining contaminants.

The Grass Valley Downtown Assoctation initially formed 1986 is designated as a
“Main Street” program which promotes downtown revitalization as set forth by
the National Main Street program.  We understand that for our downtown to be
viable, our community must be healthful and clean, and properties assessed for
any contamination to ensure the real estate and development potential of our
vacant and under-utilized lands. To this end, we proposed to offer in-kind
support of the Brownfields programs by continuing to be active in cutreach to ocur
buginesses and preperty owners regarding the Brownfields Program and will
continue to be an active stakeholder in the planned re-ugse of downtown
development sites, Thank ¥y for cansideriﬁg this application. If you need
further ciarzﬁcatwn of the Assoglation’s support for this project, I welcome you to
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US EPA ARCHIVE DOCUMENT

FETNER LUK EY
ERARRRIE ALEEINNE REA4TES

November 18, 2011

Jeri Amendola

sconomic Developraent Specialist
City of Grass Valley

135 € pain Street

Grass Vailey, CA, 95245

SUBKEET: City of Grass Vallay Brownflelds Community-Wide Assessment Grant Applications for both Harardous
Substances and Petroleum Products and Site Spacific Assessment Grant for the Village of Scuth Auburn

Bear Ms. Amendola:

As a partner with the City of Grags Valley in the economic development of greater Grass Valley srea, the Nevada
County Economic Rescurce Jouncil (NCERCY is pleased to offer this letter of support for the proposed U.S.
Environmentat Protection Agency Browndields Assessment Grant Applications.  NCERC is weli aware that past
mining, timber and older gas stations complicate development of our focthill towns. As such we are pleased to
see the City continuing to pursug grants to facilitate the site assessment process and encourage groperty
owners to participate n this voluntary program.  On an in-kind basis, NCERC will assist with marketing the
Brownfields assessment program through our website and business resources Histing which will increase
community swareness of brownfields regulations and available programs.  The NCERC wilf aiso continue to
assist whenever possible in participating in market and re-use feasibility plans for sites such as the Village of
South Auburn and properties in the Gleahrook 8asin and other redevelopment areas.  As you may also know,
NCERC also maintaing a fand use and property inventory. As sites are assessed through this program, we would
be interested in being aware of sites that have been received Phase | ang Phase il reports. Few property sales
transact and very few new devalopments can procead without this critical step i the due diligence process.
Properties whe participate in this voluntary program are therefore, one step doser to re-use and market
feasibliity. We sincerely hope the City of Grass Valley is successful in receiving these much neaded funds.

Ron Mosar
President
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Board of Direclors

OFFICERS

Eresidert

Carl Van Son
Yan Soii Construedion, no.

Kool Allan
Sierra Fopihills Construcion

DIRECTORS

Ray Byars, Jr.,
Hvars' Laad Guend Gulier
Systams

Mike Caston
Castor: Land Surveving

Dale Greighton
$CO Planning & Engineering

Sam Marsics, Jr
MMarsion Custom Homes, Inc.

Dave Matson
DMCE Conorets & Engineering

Tom Lot
Neyags Oy Enginesring, Inc

ZANCCA

NEVADA COUNTY CONTRACTORS' ASSOTIATION
149 Crown Point Court, Satte A Grass Valley « Tol, #{530} 3744918 + Fag #1500} 1743313
ek pecabuiidingpros.com s email pocasxeciinecbel et

November 15, 2011

feri Amendola

Economic Development Specialist
City of Grass Valley

128 E Main Street

Grass Valley, CA. 95945

SUBJECT: CHy of Grass Valiey Brownfieids Community-Wide Assessment
Grant Appiications for both Hazardous Substances and Petrolenm Products
and Site Speelfic Assessment Grant for the Village of South Aubura

Dear leri,

Nevada County Contractors Association {NCCA) is pleased to submit this
letter of support for City of Grass Valley's application for funding under the
EPA Brownfields Assegsment program (o conduct community-wide
assessments of hazardous substances and petroleum product sites planned
for redevelopment in our redevelopment project area. This organization
will assist the Browndields project in providing outreach to thelr members,
reviewing re-uge plans and heiping to identify sites and areas where new
development would benefit from this program.

The Nevada County Contractors Asseciation is 2 non-profit association of
general contractors, sub-contractors, building material suppliers, and other
related construction industry businesses. The purpose of the NCCA is to
promots, foster and maintain high standards and ethical practices within
the construction industry. This group will be a partner in developing
recommendations for public and worker safety and providing education
materials about brownfields and ciean-up planning requirements to their
members. This association aiso provides information te contractors on
recycled building materdals and is linked with the State of Caiifornia
Integrated Waste Management Agency's California Materials Exchange
{CalMAX) program. CalMAX conserves energy, resources, and landfill space
by helping businesses and organizations find alternatives to the disposal of
valuable materials or wastes through waste exchange.

Thank you for considering this application. If you need further clarification
of the NCCA"s support for this project, I welcome you 1o call or email me
directly,

Sincerely,

%wtﬁm EIRWNY

Barbars Bashall
Executive Director



h’evada County
m Habitat
for Humanity®

November 16, 2011

Jeri Amendola

Feonomic Development Specialist
City of Grass Valley

125 E Main Street

Grass Valley, CA. 95045

SUBJECT:; City of Grass Vailey Brownfields Community-Wide
Assessment Grant Applications for hoth Hazardous Substances and
Petrolenm Products and Site Specific Assessment Grant for the
Village of South Aubum

Dear Jeri,

Nevada County Habitat for Humanity is pleased to submit this letter of support
for City of Grass Valley's application for funding under the EPA Brownfields
Assessment program to conduct community-wide assessments of hazardous
substances and petroleum product sites planned for redevelopment in our
redevelopment project area. This organization will assist the Brownfields project
in providing outreach to their members, reviewing re-use plans and identifving
possibilities for affordable housing. Habitat for Humanity is an active partner
with the City of Grass Valley in providing choices for affordable housing. We
recoguize that the opportunity to have federal support for the assessment of sites
helps to reduce the cost burden of developing in-fill sites und lends to the
feasibility of developing affordable housing. As such, we are pleased to offer our
in-kind support in belping to identify sites for assessment, outreaching to our
mentbers about the Brownfields program, and econtinuing to work with the City of
(rass Valley in the implementation of affordable housing. Habitat brings to this
project, a strong knowledge of the local area, the constraints to new housing
which includes hrownfisids, and a knowledge of site lecations which we believe
with Brownfields funding could be made more feasible for affordable housing.

By way of haekgmund the Nevada Couniy Habitat for Humanity was organized
in mid 1995 by various community, government and church members to address
the growing and recognized need for affordable housing in Nevada County.
Nevada County Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit public benefit 501¢3, grass
roots organmization whose mission is to assist in providing affordable

£ O Box 2897, Grass Yalley, CA 85945 (830} 274-19561 www.rchabitat. org




¥

homeownership for low-income hardworking local families. Habitat has been ap
active self-help housing developer in Grass Valley and also runs the Nevada
County Restore located in Grass Valley. The restore provides recyeled building
materials and fixtures to promote affordable rehabilitation and construction of
homes and also supports the organizations environmental initiative,

Thank you for considering this application. If you need further clarification of the
Fabitat’s support for this project, I welcome you to call or email me directly.

Sincerely,

S btore U

Debbie Arakel
Bxecutive Director

Nevada County Habitat for Humanity
P.0O. Box 2097

Grass Valley, CA 95945

(530) 4741851
debiie@nehabitat.org

£ G Box 2897, Grass Valley, CA 95845 {830 2ra-1951 www.nuhabitat org
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Yuba River Charter School

505 Main Bireel ~ Nevada City, Califormis 98858 + (B30) 2068060 » Fax (330) 2858070

November 15, 2011

City of Grass Valley
c/o Jerl Amendola
Economic Development Specialist

RE: EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant Support
To Whom It May Concern,

This letter 15 10 state the intention of the Yuba River Charter School wanting to
participate in the EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant that the City of Grass Valley
is proposing 1o file by November 28, 2011, The schoo! is currently building a new
facility off Rough & Ready Hwy and Adams Avenve and DTSC has determined
that one of the properties (299 acres) we want to acquire for imgressfegress has
contarpination. The site was a historic barn dumyp vsed many yesrs ago by city
residents. The purchase of the property would greatly aid in providing safe access
to and from the property which 1s of great concern to the school comunumity, While
our property is located outside the current city limits, we understand that the
property is within the sphere of influence of the City of Grass Valley which is part
of the area targeted for Brownfields Assessmuent Grant activities,

Additienally, we plan to apply for an EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grant dering the
November 2012 application pertod. We would be interested in partnering with the
City of Grass Valiey on thig aspect of the project, as well, if it is in the interest of
both parties.

We understand that for us o apply for the cleanup grant we need to have
completed the Phase I and Phase 11 assessment process and have a plan and cost
estimate for the clean-up. So, we have an urgent need to be part of this proposal
and ask that the City of Grass Valley move forward with filing their 4ssesament
grant by the November 2011 deadline. We will work with the City In any way
needed 1o expedite our inclusion in this grant process.

Sincerely,

2
Caleb Bucldey

School Divector



Appendix 3
Special Considerations Check!list

Please ideatify {with an X} 1f any of the below items apply 16 your community or your proiect as
deseribed in your proposai. EPA wil] verify these disciosures prior to selection of the grant.

Community poputation 1s 10,000 ar less
| Federally recognized Indian tribe
United Staies territory

Applicant assisting a Tribe or territory
X 1 Targeted brownfield sites are impacted by mine-scarred land

Commenity is impacted by recent natural disaster(s).

X Project is primarily focusing on Phase il assessments,

Corprunity demonstrates firm leveraging commitments for facilitating
browniield project completion by identifying amownts and contributors of
funding in the proposal and have included documentation

X Community experiencing plat closures (or other significant economic
disruptions}, including communities experiencing auto plant closures due to
bankruptey. Closure of mining sites and limber mifls due ro envivonmental
coMfarination,

Applicant is a recipient of a HUD/DGT/EPA Partnership for Sustainable
Conmymunities grant

57
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