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U s Composting
Council

Seal of Testing

Assurance

If itisn’t STA compost....Whatis it?
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U'S Sompasting

— IFITISN'T =
STA COMPOST...
WHAT IS IT?

What are you specifying
and purchasing for your

landscape plantings? o USCC Seal of Testing
STAGOMPOST. Assurance Program

* Improves landscape establishment
= |mproves customer satisfaction

he e st » Bob Engel, Chairperson
sl b USCC Market

= Tost products on a prescribed schedule
= Comply with all state and federal regulation

= Follow uniform compost analysis requirements Development COmm.
e Ron Alexander &

Al Rattie, STA Program
Co-Managers

215-258-5259
arconsulting1@verizon.net
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program

The ‘STA’ program is a:

* compost testing program

« compost labeling program

* information disclosure program

It is NOT a compost standards program,
beyond health and safety standards
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program

PURPOSE...

* To improve customer confidence in
compost selection

 To enhance compost’s position as a
mainstream horticultural, agricultural and retail
product

* To provide analytical feedback to compost
producers and data to compost users
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program

GOALS:

* To improve overall customer satisfaction, as
well as ‘field’ results

* To improve compost purchasing decisions
* To promote customer-oriented composters

* Move industry towards standardized test
methods
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U'S Sompasting

Seal of Testing Assurance Program

GOALS, cont....

 To improve and facilitate the procurement of compost
products

The STA program gives a standardized analytical
report to the purchaser of compost. They can easily
compare products and chose the right product to
meet their needs. They will know all material
submissions have had the same analytical or test
method performed giving apple to apple results.
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program

KEY PROGRAM ELEMENTS:
« Participants will regularly sample and test their

product using standardized protocols

— Testing frequency is based on the tonnage of
compost produced

* 1-6250 tons 1 per quarter
* 6251-17500 tons 1 per 2 months
« 17501 tons and above 1 per month

NEW small composter category — less than 2500 tons/year
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program

KEY PROGRAM ELEMENTS, cont'd:

 Participants must follow Program Rules and
Logo Use Agreement criteria

* Annual participation fee

 Compost products are certified, not the
composting facilities (feedstock, not
physical manipulation dependant)
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program

KEY PROGRAM ELEMENTS, cont'd:

« Compost testing will be performed at STA
Program approved labs

* Approved labs are required to use test method
protocols from the TMECC manual and
participate in the Compost Analysis Proficiency
Program (managed by Bob Miller, Ph.D. of
Colorado State University)
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program

KEY PROGRAM ELEMENTS, cont'd:

« Specific compost information will be disclosed
to customers (and the USCC) using a uniform
label (Compost Technical Data Sheet - CTDS)

— Compost test analysis results
— List of compost ingredients
— End use instructions
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program
KEY PROGRAM ELEMENTS, cont'd:

» Participants will test for various parameters

— pH, soluble salts, nutrients (N,P,K,Ca,Mg),
moisture, organic matter, maturity (bioassay), stability
(respirometry), particle size, pathogens & trace metals

— All products will be required to meet 503 pathogen and
trace metal requirements, as well as any state
requirements
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COMPOSTING
COUNCIL

Seal of Teseing

Asruraies

h.rnu_—ih-;'rmifu-puﬂln; T
ASTT Woest Clevelasd Av,

Warom, (OH 44850

Telephone: B-42 [-R722 |
Fanx; $19-432-3555

Sample Date; B14M07

CoMPOST TECHNICAL DATA SHEET

i Compast Parameters | Reporied o3 jeais ofmesare) | Tiesr Retiulis Tewd Resulis |
|. Pl .\’Nﬁrr _;. mwijjﬁ-si: | 4wl welpht basis % dry wﬂg_iu_ﬁ.zn':
| Nitrogen JTUNEN (TR ar TR O M) i AF
| Fhoophorm 1 B LE 2|
__ Potassium | R0 - o ___n
Ll Calcium s 334 144 |
Mngnesium Mg i iu '
Moisian Conlen %, wel weight basiy a2
Chrganic Matier Conbent | My dry weight bais 3131
Fi Lanjiisy — T
Soduble Salts
b sl dim (mmhosiom)y 145
Tarticle Size | seveem size passlicg thensgh 8
Stability Indicater mopoemans | Mg C-Cig TSy, sm AL
COy Evolution i C0-Cla OM day 3
bmiuriny Indlcassor segssn
Perceni Emergence, ahn avemge % ol cenirol, akn i
Ackivs Seeling YO | mverge ool _ I
S g e | w
|,

Pariicipamiy in the UY Compoxting Conrcil’s Seal of Tevting Asvurance Programr kaove siown e
commitment o fisd their conpost products on a prescribed basls and provide this dair, along with
crumpost end use fnstrnctons, a3 @ means o heter serve the aeeds of fiele compost crstamert,

THrecilons fir Product Lse:

New Lawns: Apply a 1-2* kawer 1o s0dl and meorporate ke a depth of 3-7, apply seed, then

rake and water

Flywer Bedi: Apphy a 1-27 layer w soll and incorporme 10 8 6-87 depih, Condition soil this
way every year 10 2 years. Pland fhowers and water,

Trees & Shrubs; Dig a hole 23 the depth of the root ball and ai least twbes as wide. Mix | par
coapast with 2 parts 501l obtained from the planting hole. Place the tree o
shiruib In b planting hisde nnd apply amended soil arvund the roet hall. Firm
soil pecazionally and wales,

Topsoll MawufneruringT pgrrding: Wix | pari compost with 2 parts exigling or purchased

Groawimy Mizes: Planier box or raissd bed mixes can be prodoced by mixing | part compos to
| par ping kark and | par soil, snd or expanded shale. Podting mives shoubd
contain | part compast, | part pest moss or pne bark: and | parl perlite,

vermisalics,

Muiching: Spread a 2.37 layer araund irees, shrubs, and fowers, Always avoid placing
mwlches agninst plant trucks and slems.

Craren Beds (food craps); Apphy n 1-27 laver 1o soil and 6l to o 6-87 depih. Reapply gich

soil and hlend unitormby.

siyrofoam, or siher apgregoie,

v, o 88 per soil test recommendations,

ML The USOU oo nod it whethes ar mrd, or i il e, Bicie divoctotn o' s, solficioed o el

il

Cowmporst fagrealents;

1 b e 5 g b i d o 1 i ol ety

Yard trinming, food by-prodiscts |

sull bty for any paribcelar wse.

This compost product has been sampled e festnl a5 regearal by the Seal of Tedimg Aviersios Program off
the United Seiee Comprating Cousell (USCC), wiag cerisia methods from the “Test Methods for the
Examination of Compost sad Composting”™ manml, Tesi reselis arg availabbs spos raqued by eailing Rame
Persery al 300-425-E722, The LSCC makes mo warnanies regarding this prodect or its contees, quaiity, or

Fir additiomal inforaation pevtaining o compost use, (he speelfic compost poramaers
texted for witliim tiee Seal of Testing Asvurance FProgram, or the progras in genen, .fﬁ'g i1 ]
i ilve U Cowrpoatimg Conmell's TMECT web-site af fifp:foww.imecc.org.
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Promoting
the proper
use of
compost
products
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.the appropriate product for a specific use
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Seal of Testing Assurance Program

METHODS:

STA Participants will:

« Complete on-going product testing (QC Program)
* Disclose test data results (lab analyses)

* Provide appropriate end use instructions

Treat compost like any other retail,
horticultural or agricultural product
marketed in the US!
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U'S Sompasting

Seal of Testing Assurance Program - FAQ

Do you have to be a member of USCC to be in STA?
NO — The Program is open to ALL compost producers

What does it cost to belong?

$500/year USCC members OR $650/year non-USCC
members for first product (50% for each additional
product

Do | have to be active with time commitment to the STA
Program?

NO — Your only requirement is to test your compost
pursuant to the Rules Agreement and disclose this
information
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@ U'S ommosts
STA Program ‘Stats’— 12/31/08

 Companies in the STA Program = 129
« Compost Products in the STA Program = 161
« Compost volume in the STA Program =
Approx. 2,938,600 tons, or
Approx. 5,877,200 cubic yards
« States with STA participants = 31
* Labs in STA Program = 11

-
<
L
=
-
O
o
(@
L
>
—
- -
O
o
<
<
o
Ll
2
=

17




-
<
L
=
-
O
o
(@
L
>
—
- -
O
o 4
<
<
o
Ll
2
=

@ US gapestin

STA participant companies by state

e TX*/27 CA*/23 OR/13 WA*/12
e NC/6 IL & VA/5 each |A/4
« GA,MN,MO,0OH/3 each

« CO,CT,HI,WI/2 each
*States with DOT requiring STA compost ONLY

1 eachin FL, ID, KT, MA, MD, MI|, MT,
NV, NY, OK, PA, SC, UT, VT, WY

18



2008 STA Activities

 Exhibited at 2008 national ASLA conference

* Created 2 PowerPoint presentations for STA
participant use (LA and DOT)

* Created STA compost use literature

* Published articles in national media

* LA Spec. CD revised & updated

* Ongoing state DOT and LA outreach

* Designed and purchased trade show banner
* Designed and purchased trade show booth
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U'S Sompasting

NEW STA Exhibit — Available to Program
participants
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