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Materials and Soil Reuse

▪ Reuse of construction/demolition debris
▪ Reuse of clean soil
▪ Use of industrial byproducts as treatment media

Enhancements to Ecosystems

▪ Minimum noise and light disturbance
▪ Minimum tree removal
▪ Native vegetation enhancements

Long-Term Management

▪ Integration of cleanup with anticipated reuse
▪ Minimum need for long-term use restrictions
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The Green Cleanup Standard Initiative is sponsored by the U.S. EPA’s Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER) and EPA
Region 3’s Hazardous Site Cleanup Division and Land & Chemicals Division. The Green Cleanup Standards Workgroup includes

representatives from all OSWER cleanup programs, EPA regions, and states.

Benefits

The standard and verification system would provide incentives and a framework to the cleanup community for
maximizing environmental outcomes of cleanups. Incentives for site owners may involve cost savings, streamlined
processing, or agency recognition. Incentives to EPA and state agencies include greater net benefits of cleanups with
measurable results but without requirements for additional resources to review individual projects. Other potential
incentives may be identified by the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials
(ASTSWO), which is preparing a white paper on green cleanups.

Project Progress

▪ Researched the development process for similar standards
▪ Coordinated with EPA’s Standards Executive and the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) to

ensure consistency with government policies and practices
▪ Conducted outreach to assess stakeholder interest, developed related tracking mechanisms for meeting or

conference presentations and stakeholder feedback or participation, and posted a project proposal on EPA’s CLU-
IN website

▪ Developed a draft workplan and web-based information repository for the workgroup
▪ Coordinated with ASTSWMO and provided input for the upcoming (April 2009) ASTSWMO "green cleanup

incentives" paper
▪ Conducted EPA senior management briefings: OSWER Office Directors, December 15, 2008; OSWER Deputy

Assistant Administrator, January 8, 2009; Office of Site Remediation Enforcement, January 14, 2009
▪ Developed criteria to evaluate expertise and interest of perspective SDOs

Upcoming Activities and Schedule

▪ Finalize the project workplan (February 2009)
▪ Develop a formal outreach and communications plan (February 2009)
▪ Conduct SDO outreach to assess expertise and interests and to understand the needs of perspective organizations

(January/February 2009)
▪ Sponsor a CLU-In webinar to solicit stakeholder input (March 4, 2009)
▪ Host a plenary session at the March 2009 National Brownfields Association “Big Deal” conference
▪ Draft guiding principles of a green cleanup standard, for inclusion in draft recommendations to be forwarded to an

SDO (June 2009)
▪ Finalize OSWER recommendations to be submitted to the SDO (August 2009)
▪ Announce EPA’s formal support to the SDO beginning the standards development process (Fall 2009)
▪ Initiate development of EPA’s recognition program (Fall 2009)
▪ Conduct a pilot project to evaluate the proposed green cleanup verification system (Fall 2010)
▪ Launch a full-scale green cleanup verification program (Fall 2011)

Contacts

Kristeen Gaffney, EPA Region 3 Brownfields Program: gaffney.kristeen@epa.gov or 215-814-2092
Deb Goldblum, EPA Region 3 RCRA Corrective Action Program: goldblum.deborah@epa.gov or 215-814-3432
Carlos Pachon, EPA OSWER Superfund Program: pachon.carlos@epa.gov or 703-603-9904

Web Links

EPA CLU-IN/Green Remediation: http://cluin.org/greenremediation
National Institute of Standards and Technology: http://ts.nist.gov/standards/conformity/cainfo.cfm


