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Disclaimer

These presentations are being provided as part of a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency workshop. The presentations do not constitute U.S. 
EPA policy or final interpretation.   Mention of any trade names

 

or 
commercial products does not constitute endorsement or 
recommendation for use.

Links to non-EPA web sites do not imply any official EPA endorsement of, or 
a responsibility for, the opinions, ideas, data, or products presented at 
those locations or guarantee the validity of the information provided. 
Such links are provided solely as a pointer to information that might be 
useful or interesting to the audience.

Remarks made by EPA or State Agency staff during the Workshop were 
made in their personal capacity and do not necessarily reflect the 
official position of the U.S. EPA or any other agency.

Some documents excerpted in these presentations are working, internal 
documents, not for publication or reliance in use.



The Matrix
5 Guiding Principles
Strategy Mind Maps and Decision Trees
Illinois EPA RCRA Pilot Study with USEPA 
Region 9
Active in Task Group developing ASTM 
Standard Guide for Green and Sustainable 
Site Assessment and Cleanup
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1.

 
Ensure every cleanup protects human health and the 
environment.

2.

 
Integrate site reuse plans into the cleanup strategy.

a.

 
Sequence work to improve efficiency.

b.

 
Make use of engineered barriers and institutional 
controls that are compatible with future site 
development.
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3.

 
Conserve raw materials such as soil and water; 
salvage building materials and other resources.
a.

 
Reduce waste disposal.

b.

 
Reduce the need for new materials, including 
clean fill and potable water.

c.

 
Use existing infrastructure.

4.

 
Conserve energy.
a.

 
Reduce energy consumption.

b.

 
Use renewable energy sources to power 
cleanup activities where possible.
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5.

 
Consider the environmental effects of treatment 
technologies when choosing a site remedy.
a.

 
Compare options for contaminant disposition 

(permanent destruction, pollutant transfer or 
management in place).
b.

 
Evaluate resource demands.

c.

 
Assess long-term stewardship responsibilities.
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How do we apply big picture thinking to small sites?
Can we overcome the perception that conventional 
practices are easier, faster, cheaper and more effective? 
Are we competing for attention with another emerging 
science? (vapor intrusion rulemaking underway in IL)
How do we persuade site owners and consultants to 
incur learning curve costs when this is a voluntary 
initiative?
What impact will this have on project manager 
workloads?
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www.epa.state.il.us/land/greener-cleanups
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