


AMERICAN AGADE’MY OF UNDERWATER SCIENCES

mm TO J'N! ADV{JMGI'HEHT ANB PRACTK.‘I' OF SCIENTIFIC DIVING

ymposium of _the AAUS will

) Annuai Dlvmg for

.” NEWSLETTER OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF UNDERWATER SCIENCES. |

by ,<Wa]t J aa,p

' "Hole Walt Jaap Wil host the. Organrza-

tional- Members meaeting. If you have -
' 3\?enda |tems, please forward them to
att.
Durifig the' registrallon on Thursday

d. afternoon and: evenlng there will be‘an

ice breaker and water. volleyball tour-

=" ‘nament; poolsnde at the Umversrty of.
* ‘South Florida; ‘We éncourage.you to -

i present prizes to the best

in."documenting: diving for science”

. and general underwater world photog-. - -

“raphy. Please feferto your meeting

cement for detalls We are

" Saturday'mommg You must regrster

* Organizational Members meeting will °
.occuron Thursday morning and after-
_ noon, respectlvely ‘Registration is re- -

-quired to attend the mestings;. refer

--in advdnce for both. events:

‘The Divirig Officers meeting and the

' tothe reglstratton form for details, The

o Diving.Officers meeting: will be coordl-_- :

B nated by Mark Flahan, San Diego

-State ‘University: Please review Phil .

-. Sharkey's minutes from last. year's

‘Diving ‘Officérs meeting and send-
suggestlons for the agenda to Mark It

is. important that we-avoid wasting time

.on issues that were fully debated or-
resolved a the meetlng in Woods-

otography expos:-‘-

~-ested in obtaining a:copy of this issue
- of the.Journal shculd ‘contact the

“form:teams frém your geographic area
-{north, south;east, ‘west) and/or your .
' Institution. The:game.is- p!ayed in hip-

" deep water; r15 points are-needed to.
~:win. .On. Wadnesdiy, '3' October, a.
~Gulf.of Mexicp orieniation: dive:will be

- offered. It is being coordinated by

DIVING SAFETY!
PUBLICATION |

The December 1989 issue of the.
Marine Technology Society Journal
(Vol..34, No.-4) is:devoted to diving -
‘safety. Artlcles in this. issue cover a
‘wide range. of {opics includlng general

. medical consnderatlons mixed gas

diving, causes and treatment of diving .
accidents, poliuted water diving,
saturation diving, and a review.of a

“two-day: workshop,'on physiological
~-and huma.) apparatus that was held at

‘the: Umversuy of Buffalo. Those inter-

Marine’ Technology Soclety at 1825 K
Street, NW; Suite - 218 Washington
DC, 20006 .

N P SR ST

-deadhne_Jor_manuscﬂptsm

Symposium and. ‘hope_you will join Us..

Treasure Island Dwers Space is it
ed, s0'if you want to dive-on the USS

Blackthorn and some. shallow_rock__f‘::

formations, call Treasu

813/360-6669, - as

identify yourself with AAUS. : R

For those- presentrng-' s, the: 7
Full cooperation.is: needed:1o ensur_e

that the: Proceedings.are- publishe in o

time for the Symposium.. o
We. look forward, to. hos '__‘gj he "

For. details call Walt. Jaap 1t 813/896.
8626; FAX: 813/823- 0160 OMNET_
“R. Burkhan - :

- DIVERS ALERT NETWORK

NEWS . _
DAN s 1988. Dive Accrdent Reporr is

‘now available at'a cost of $8.00. DAN ~ -

reports that 9% fewer diving accidents -

-were reported in' 1988 than in 1987,

The DAN medical ‘staff-is ‘currently. =~

investigating 370 recreational diving

accidents. from 1989, .and requests =~

that any undocumented ‘acoident -

cases from 1989 be sent'to DAN for

inclusion in-the next accident report, *

The 1989 report will also contain-

' tlnformatron oft: spon and commercial:-




Dwnng Proﬁmency in EF’A Reglon 10, s
o by Dusns W Karna"‘

Aﬂer Iistening to a papar on dwmg sa
Oceans '89 Conference in:Seattle; | de

- Region: 10's.dive: program with: other A
nation; - An‘important point. made.by th
- number of ‘accidents handled by ‘th

' ated to'two tagtors. Ths fivst factor was i
-the diver;: s:mply stated,. Insxpenenced dive
-accidents. | The second factor. could be:¢

' proflclency The “author presented inforn
that:any diver who fails-to- remal
hisier rigk foran acéident. . 0

-Sinceall Region 10 divers recéive a _ance

. EPAor NOAA and are experienced; | was intar
" proficiency: To gain information onthe.lay

I summanzed EPA Region 10 di

PA recommend”ad sof-for diving . -
n'the. past, however, | placed more-emphagis-~ - -
‘ __._f':dives rather‘than. the. _numbar of

period; :-:5'are no-longer-active or'h :
~agency. - In the 5-year périod-ending. ol
1989, Region 10 divers conducted 888 div
~ 40% (358) were work divés; 36%.
~and 24% (215) were.off<

. EPA.diving regulatlons
—sngu!ascompl 0.4 S _per .o two-other diving programs that have similar re
- -month ‘or '24° diving. day! year to remain proficiant. ' wing this 1
Du_g 1989, the numbar'o days paryearlogged L &.:me muc cornfort | bereva \here are at Ieast three addi-

. The' Slats s publishsd quaﬁerly (anuav ‘
respoindence should be addressed ta AA o
the-Editor; D. E. Harper, Jr., Texas A&M Marin ‘thadeadline stated in each issue, All. =~
materials related to: sclsnﬂflc divlng wili-ba ‘con “for; - ;. Picturas ‘-weloame riuhaIﬂones are prefsrrec but: glossnos o
may.be submitted. Address: changes should"bs submitted;to the’ Msmbsrshlp Chairrnan" ' L S
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" proficiency-of an active diving program. These are: 1) the
number of divers'in'the program who-are on the low side of
~ the variance bracket around the mean; 2) the temporal
. spacing betwesn dives, and; 3) the type of dives per-
* . formed each year.

In Region 10-there'is a wide variance bracket around the
22.2 mgan. ‘Some EPA divers on the low side of this mean
~are.perfarming at or slightly below even the AAUS minimum

- proficiency standard (12 dives per year). For examplg,

duririg 1989, one diver did not meet this requirement, and -

duringthe. past five years, Region 10 divers were well be-
. low the AAUS standard on three occasions. Further, on six
occasions, EPA divers logged only 12 dives per year dur-
ing the.1985-1989 time period. . _
‘Regarding temporal spacing, the maxirum time allowed
between dives without having to complete a requalifying
program is 2 months for NOAA and three months for EPA.,
AAUS requires 12 dives in a 12-month period, and at least
one dive must be logged near the maximum depth of :a
diver's certification during each 6-month period. Only the

ﬂonat factors that.nead to be considered in-gatging ther

‘dives each year

»

tcr he*pertormed ‘ ' ' :
Cwer the past five years. saveral. Ftegion 10 divers have -

. .exceeded the maximum time period of three months be-
- tween dives.  This has required.the scheduling of a time-

comsuming requatlflcation program. More importantly,
considering the DAN statistics, it has increased the risk of

_aceidents because the level of diving proficiency: was.re- . |
~duced. Previously, a Region 10 diver could wait just under

thrae months between dives and still maintain certrtrcatron

| believe this type of diving is not adeQuate to remain famit-

iar with poliuted water diving gear (iull-face mask and dry
sult) and to-practice safe diving habits. -

As a direct result of this assessment new Ftegion 10.
specific protrclency requirements were placed on Region .

10 divers. The overall objective is-to keep-the dive team
tfamiliar with the dive equipment and protoco!s for polluted

water diving. In the absence of a work dive, each diver will
be required to complete a proficiency dive on a 6-week
schedule using the diving dress for poliuted water diving.

Each diver is also expected to be involved with at least two
projects requiring work drves and log a total ot at least 15

- AAUS regu!ations have a spectficatlon on the type ot dive

SEASPACE 1990

: SEASPACE 1990 wrll be held on
1-3 June 1990°in the Hyatt Regency
Hotel, Houston, Texas. Jean-Michasl
Cousteau will be the featured guest at

~the “Film-Festival-presentations-on ..

. Saturday ‘evening and Sunday after-
noon.-Sylvia Earle; W, Gregory Brown

“and Al Ciddings will also make presen-

“tations. The Houston Underwater
Club will also host its 17th International

Underwater Photographic Competi-

tion., For more information contact
SEASPACE ‘P.0Q.B. 3753, Houston,

TX 77235-3753 orcall 71 3/467-6675 '

CALENDAR OF EVENTS |

Umverstty Tallahassee FL 32306 or

call 904/644-3450

FLORIDA UNDERWATER
- ARCHAEOLOGY
-~ PROGRAM )

A fleld school in Underwater Ar-

. chaeology is being considered tor the
1990 Summer Semester at FSU

under the direction of the Department

" of Anthropology Active participation

‘atiwo ongoing research sites is being:
the Warm Mineral
Springs Archagological Research -

" considered, viz:

Project which is: investigating early
man, and the Tortugas Islands project
workmg in conjunction with the Na-
-tionai Park Service on shipwrecks.

- Participation will commence foilowing

- -aninitial training period at the FSU Ma-
.'fine Lab. For further details, contact

Mr. Wilburn Cockrell or Mrs.-Barbara’

Benton, Academic Diving Program, 10
. Montgomery Bldg, Florida State

npv '90
ROV 90, the 8th' annual 'subsea

intervention .canference, and_exposi- ;.

tion will be.held in Vancouver; British
Columbia at the Vancouver Trade and
Convention Center on 25-27 June

1990. The show will offer a wide .

range of technical presentations, ex-
hibits and spacial evefits. For more in-
formation, contact. Intervention 'S0,
c/o ROV/Undersea Vehicle Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 261149, San Diego, CA
92126 or-call 619/66(!-0408

EMERGENCY DIVING

 ACCIDENT MANAGEMENT -

CO 1) Hfs E
" The Catalina hyperbaric chamber

'is offering an ‘emergency diving acci-

dent management course on 22-27

July 1990. Cost, which includes tu--

ition, meals and lodging, is $545. For
more ‘information, contact Ronaid J.
Ryan, Catalina Hypérbaric Chamber,
P.O. Box 388, Avalon, CA' 90704-

5069, ; or call 213/743- 6793

HYPERBARIC MEDICINE
"JOINT MEETING

_ The International Congress on
Hyperbaric Medicing, the European

Undersea Biomedical Society and the
- Undersea and Hyperbaric Medical -

Society will hold a jornt meetmg atthe .
Hotel Okura, Amsterdam, 11-18
August 1990, For information, contact
Jane ‘Dunne -at the UHMS, 9650
Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD, 20814
or call 301/571-1818 or1855 S

" NITROGEN" NAncosrs
. WORKSHOP. . -

: A nitrogen narcosrs workshop will.
be held by the Great Lakes Chapters
of the UHMS at their anni*1l meeting;
October 1890. For informaiion contact -
Kevin Hamilton, Workshop Chairman,

. Defense and Crvll Institute of Environ-

mental Medicine, 1133 :Sheppard -
‘Ave. West, Downsview, Ontario, M3M

389, Canada or call 41 6]635*21 48.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
DIVER COURSE

The Catalina. hyperbanc chamber
is otfenng a course on emergency first .
response under fleld conditions. The
principal instructor will be Gord Boivin,
Canadian Coast Guard, Search and"
Rescue. The course will be held 21--

26 October 1990. Costs, including
-tuition, meals and lodging, are $645.
_For information, ‘contact Ronald J.

Ryan, Catalina Hyperbaric: Chamber, .
P.O. Box 398, Avalon, CA 90704—'
5069.or caII 213/743- 6793, - o






