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T IYOVAC DIVISION | W.R.GRACE & CO. | -368 WASHINGTON STREET )

WOBURN, MASSACHUSETTS 01888 617-333-7500

February S,

Director, Enforcement Division

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
John F. Kennedy Federal Building

Room 2103 '

Boston, Massachusetts 02203

Attention: - RCRA Cempliance Clerk

Re: U.S. EPA Letter dated Jaruary 15, 1982 -
Regquest for Infermatien pursuant te
Section 3007 of the Reseurce Censervation
and Recevery Act, 42 U.S.C. Sectien 6927,

Dear Sir:

This is in response to the referenced letter requesting information
con._eming certain activities which occurred at our plant site, viz.,
369 Washington Street, Woburn, Massachusetis, at the time when the
latest additjon to cur plant was constructed -in 1974, It is our understanc-
ing that you have also communicated with Donald M. Manzelli, Inc., whc
was involved in the construction at the time.

We appreciate EPA's grant of extension o: time to answer as set
forth in Atturney Rikleen's letter of January 25, 1982. We are providing
this response in a spirit of cooperation, with the understanding that you
are at present gathering information from many sources as to the potential
causes of contamination of two wells in East Woburn and that our company
has not been sinaled out as the target of any investigation at this time.

The Woburn plant of the Cryovac Divisicn of W. R. Grace & Co.
(Cryovac) is and, since its initial constructior in 1960, has been engaged
in metal fabrication of packaging equipment for the food ind‘ustr’yfij_"Most of
the fabrication involves use of stainless steel to meet the xjiﬁid"liéalth a~d
safety specifications of this industry. Exhibit A sets forth-a basic descrip-
tion of the physical plant dimensions and construction history.
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" In the course of its manufacturing activities Cryovac has utilized
a limited amount of chlorinated solvents which are associated with a small
parts painting operation at the site or with parts cleaning and the gluing/
laminating of small parts as well as cutting fluids of the type customarily
utilized in machine shops. These solvents and cutting fluids which are
undoubtedly similar to those utilized by other manufacturing activities in
the area and elsewnere have been used in small quantities over time as
follows:

Trichloroethylene

One drum (55 gallons) purchased in 1973. Material used for hand
_ cleaning of small metal parts. Total amount used up by 1975.
Use discontinued after single initial order, '

“Toluene
) P_urchased in limited quentities, 5-gallon pails, and used as
. paint thinner to clean paint spray equipment, Use discontinued

in 1975.

Acetone

One S5-gallon pail purchased in 1978. TUsed for wiping parts prior
to gluing/laminating.

1,1,1 —Trichloroethane

This material is a constituent of cutting fluids used in the machins
shop. Cutting fluids are used in metal cutting equipment for cool-
ing and removing particles.

Of the above ment ioned materials, only 1,1, 1-trichloroethane is still
in use and approximately 2 gallons of acetone remains of the 5-gallon pail
purchased in 1978. The 1,1, l-trichloroethane is received in 55-gallon ciums.
The average inventory of such material on hand at any one time has historically
been four or five drums. As received from the supplier, the material is a solu-
tion containing approximately 33% 1,1, 1-trichloroethane. This solution is fur-
ther reduced with water by a ratio of 40-50 to one for use in machine tools.
Spent cutting fluid is accumulated in 55-gallon drums for disposal, as are
paint sludge and related paint equipment cleaning material from the spray booth
operations used to paint small equipment parts, all of which we generally
categorize as "paint sludge.”
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) A The paint sludge is generated incident to the painting of certain
o~ . parts of some of the equipment we manufacture., Painting is done in a
spray booth with a v_vater wash wall, an equipment design which captures
fugutive paint spray to prevent its emission to either the plant atmosphere
or outside the plant. The water wash is a closed loop system which recir-
culates water for long periods of time. The paint dries in the sump of the

~system which is periodically cleaned of the paint accumulation.

When the RCRA regulations came into effect, Cryovac registered as
a generator of materials subject to the Act and is in full compliance with dis-
posal requirements applicable to said materials. The waste is manifested as

required and a certified transporter and disposer of waste has been engaged.

" At no time have there been above ground or underground storage tanks
on the site, nor is there any septic system at the-site.

With respect to our relationship with Donald M. Manzelli, Inc., our
the summer of 1974 Manzelli was hired in connection

of ‘an“addition to our-plant. Incident to the construc-
tion; a pit g-and- éd to bury construction debris as part of a general -
" cleanup. As -part of the cleanup activity we estimate that between 10-15
filled or partially filled drums of accumulated paint sludge were emptied into
the pit in the belief that the paint sludge was generally innocuous in nature.
No drums were placed in the pit which was closed within a week after it had
been opened. This incident was the only time in vshich a pit was openec on
the property for waste disposal. The Jocation of the closed pit is estimated to
be approximately 100 feet behind (east of) the plant building, approximately
200-300 feet from the north and south boundaries of the property, and some

500 feet from the east boundary of the property. There are no wells on the
property. ‘

The water used at the plant is supplied by Wobum's municipal watsr

system, We have had this water analyzed and copies of the analysis are
attached as Exhibits B and C. '

" 'We hope this response is helpful to you and is based on our best
recollection at this time.,

Cryovac is sensitive to the water problem which Woburn has been
. experiencing and to the health concerns which have been raised as well.

s
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February 5, 1982

We are ready to cooperate with you in any reasonable way and hereby ex-

tend an invitation for EPA representatives to visit the plant at any mutually

conveénient time so that EPA may view our operations as well as the site

where the pit was dug.

' Attachments

CC/ Lauren Stiller Rikleen, Esqg.

O. Mario Favorito, Esq.

Very truly yours,

7Ll et

V. A. Forte
General Manager
Woburn Plant
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ATTACHMENT "A" - SUBJECT PLAK

1. Woburn Plant
Cryovac Division, W. R. Grace & Co.
369 Washington Street
- Woburn, Massachusetts

Middlesex County
2. Date of initial construction 1960-1961
Expansion - 1966

Expansion - 1969
Expansion - 1974

12.6 acres -------=----- present square feet

3. Administration
Warehouse
Manufacturing

4, SIC 3551

q. Ft.
49,000
22,000
12,000
14,200

97,200

13,5C0
12,000
71,700

97,200

Metal fabri--=tion plant engaged in the design and fabrication

- of (primari ) packaging machinery primarily for the food
packaging incustry.

RKS
1/29/82
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Eaﬁ'l Natick Industrial Park

6 Huron Drive = Notick, MA 01780

(617) 235-7330, 653-5650
Telex 948459 GREENELAB NTIK

' ATTACHMENT B

Tranch Laboraltories:

Spurglieid, Mass. £1104

(¢13) 734-.€528

C1501

Auaurn, Ma

S5
6:7) 8325 CD

TEST REPORT

yo._LITovee

o odv, of W,R, Grece & Co.

DATE jl/3/g7

T do .
MATERIAL L0 2007

J08 NO. _1 4-099_1

HEAT NO.

LAB. KO.

SPECIFICATIONS:

ORDER NO.

_8_water sample for V

volatile Orearic Corntn—ir-onts

et d - 2 s .
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in a well water sz2rmple,

: __ Sapple: Domestic drinving weter 10/21/81.

___lethod: Tie sample ucs =nalyzed for Volatile Orgonic Ceomtomiin. oo L
_Chrormgtnrr=phic/ Y¥ass Spectomzieric Techrniqu-o. To: o

vas equipped with a purge and Lrap conccnirator fer L. - .itas

— el.lts: There Were no vrﬂai:"ipm“"m e _econtaminents found-4£< Talal

- zo2atern than our deteesion 1imit of 5 rpb,  The lisi -

—_ volntile o‘rspﬂﬁr_rjxﬁlpmirmﬁrq_qp;mnpﬁ fon 3n +vp o2l i
——is includedwisth-thenrapors, - —_

SUDSCRIBED TO AND SWORN YO BEFURL ME THIS IN WITNESS WHEREOF. | HAVE MEREUNTO SET &Y  a\? THIS

DAY OF "® . q oAy o* Tovember 2 -
_ AR?’)OLD cnssat TESTIN(}LABORATQRIES ne. ! ,'
X— 5/4/@/ e
NOTARY P . . \ /
. A usLic lam aT 1N oL

TUNLESS STIPULATED IN WRITING 8Y YOU ALL SAMPLES WiLL BE RETAINED FOR J0 DAYS AND THEN DISPOSED OF.

THIS REPDRT IS RENDERED UPON THE CONDITION THAT IT IS NOT YO BE REPRODUCED WHOLLY OR IN PART FOR ADVERTISING Ar.]
PURPOSES OVER QUAR SIGNATURE OR IN CONNECTION WITH OUR NAME WITHOUT OUR SPECIAL PEAMISSION iN WRITIA,

IJNOTHEN

NONDESTRUCTIVLE TESTING. MACNAFLUX L4 IYGLO ° MILLION VOLT & LOW VOLTAGE X.AAY . ULTRASONIC FLAWDITECT -\ N *
THICKNESS MEASUREMENT © BORESCOPE o GAMMA RAY o FILMINTERPRETATION & CONSULTATION

DISTRUCYIVE TESTING: FATIGUE TESTING > METALLURAGICAL INVESTIGATIONS . WET CHEMICAL ANALYSIS .
SPECTROCRAPHIC ANALYSIS L PAOCIDURE 8 WELDER QUALIFICATION L] IMPACT .

SUPERFICIAL ® BAINELL ©® MICROMARDNESS © MICROPHOTOGRAPHY

SALY »F v d 4.
STRESSRL 0.1 ? AWK,
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East Natlck Industrial Park
6 Huron Drivo « Nalick, MA 01760

Pranch Laboratorles:
(617) 235.7332, 653.5950 Sonnalield, M 1104 Auburn, M 1501
Telex 948459 GREENELAB NTIK punghield Mass. 0110 uburn. Mass. 0150

(413) 7346548 (6171 832:5500

" YEST REPORT

toCrvovac oare_____ 11 /3 /81 | MATERIAL

Div_of W.R., Grace &;co :  ssno.___16099-=1 HEAT NO.

369 washington Street . : - .

Woburn, Mr_ 018017 LAB. NO. : SPECIFICATIONS:
ATT: oroeano._Verhal
Sample: Drinking Water V.R. Grace October 23, 1981 N
odor | 3 OII Nitrate (N) 0.15 mg/l
Color . 14 pCCU Nitrite (M) 0.063 ma/l
Turbidity 8.6 NTU Total Dissolved Solids 57 ag/l
Chloridc 23.2rmq/1 Total Coliform Bacteria 0/100 ml MPX
PE 6.9 Iron _ 0..06 na/l
Total Alkalinty (CaC6 ) 20.0mg/1 | fanganese 0.05 r/1 B
Total §;:denss (CaCo ? 24.9mg/1 Sodium 12 e/l |
Ammoni. (W) - ' ? 0.18 mg/l o

Comment: The water analyzed does not meet the specification for o

Odor, color,and Turbidity.
SUOSCAIBLD YO AND SWORN YO BEFORE ME THIS !N WITNESS WHEREOF. | HAVE MEREUNTO SET MY‘-HAND Trily
OAY OF 1 3 rd DAY o‘:\IOLe;‘bQ r 8 1 18
.ARNOLﬁQEE TESTING LABQH TEIES, INC.

- T NOTARY PUBLIC !

Michael Davis

UNLESS STIPULATED I;‘ WRITING BY YOU. ALL SAMPLES WiLL € RETAINED FOR 30 DAYS AND THEN DISPOSED OF,

THIS REPORT 1S RENDERED UPON YHE CONDITION THAT IT 1S NOT YO BE REPRODUCED WHOLLY ORINPARY FOR ADVEATISING AND/OR OTAER
PURPOSLS OVER QUR SIGNATURE ORIN CONNECTION WITH OUR NAME WITHOUY OUR SPECIAL PE AMISSION IN WRITING

NONDESTRUCTIVE TESTING. MAGNAFLUX . YGLO T e MILLION VOLT 8 LOW VOLTAGE X.-RAY [ ULTRASONIC FLAW DETECTION L4 AUDIG.
THICKNESS MEASUREMENT ® BORESCOPE ¢ GCAMMA-RAY o FILMINTERFRLTATIONLCONSULTATION

DESYRUCTIVE TESTING. FATICUE TESTING L4 METALLU“G'CAL"NV[ST!GATIONS . WET CHEMICAL ANALYSIS . SALY SPRAY L] ACID L
SPECTROCRAMIC ANALYSIS [ PAOCEDURE & WELDER QUALIFICATION o IMPACT . STRESS RUPTURE @ AOC XN
SUPERFICIAL © BRINELL * MICROHARDNESS ® MICROPHOTOGRAPHY



Compound :

methylene chloride
trichlorofluorometh=Aé
1,1-dichloroethylere

"1, 1-dichloroethane

chioroform
1,2-dichloroethian=
1,1, 1-trichloroesthane
carbon te;fachlaridc
brombdichloromcthane'
biS-chlbromethyl ether
1,2-dichloropropane

dichlorcdifluoronsthane

trans-1,2-dichloroethylene

’m!d Greane
Testing Lavoratorics

Incorporated

PRIORITY PCLLUTANIS

VOLATILE ORGANIC CONTAMINANTS

Compound:

trans-1,3-dichloroprepene
trichloroetaylene
dibromocnlorcmethane
¢is-1,3-2ichloropropans
f,1,2—trichloroéthane
benzene

2-chlorocthylvinyl ether
¢ _

bromoforn
1,1,2,2-tetrachloroatnanc
1,1,2,2-tetrachloroctihane
toluene

chlorobenzene

ethylbenzene -

Our reperls are rendeved upon tha conditipn that (hey ate nol 10 bo roproauced wholly Of in parl lor adverising ang/or dther putpeses fr~- 28 signa:
Of W 2OV SN Veslh- Onir ASine volhout SpeCial permitsion in wilting, :
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WATER CONDITIONING CO.
39 Chelmsford Street, Lowell, MA. 01251
Tel. (617) 454-8896 Boston Area 2596500

WATER ANALYSIS REPORT

Te Mr. -Ulf Nordin
C/0 Cryovac
369 VWashington Street
Woburn, Mass. O018E8

§amp]e taken Sample rec'd

PO# 82398
Date Novermber 20, 1981
Analysis no. #3875

Consumer Residential

Source Municipal

Sampling point

11/13/81 11/16/81 Sample represents Untreated Water

| !

!

Turbidity HTU Calcium (Ca) mc /1 ‘

| Magnesiun (¥a) mg/i |

Color lone as fpeceived| Sodium {%a) mg/l

_Odor Njone as freceived ' |

1 Total Kardness*i 1.0 apg |
pH 7.3 Chloride (C1) mg /1

Iron (Fe) 0,1 ma/1 i Sulfate [SQ,) w31 |

‘ iitrate (ﬁoﬂi me/1
T . Hydroxige ~A7k.=™ ma/ ]

Carbonate Alk.* ma/T

L Bicarh, Alk.* f

T0S 75 mg/1 Conductivity umhcs/cmf

_* Expressed as Calcium Carbonate (CaCO3)

Remarks:

v !’ - /I e
A ~~denr ) CWL,/I

This water contains only a slight amount of

mineral ccntamination.

eliminate odors.

-

Chemist //
Activated carbon filtration d
will do an excellent job to improve taste and.



