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May 25, 1988

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region 1

J. F. Kennedy Federal Building
Boston, MA, 02203-2211"

Dear Barbara:

The following is a response to your May 16, 1988
inguiry. As we discussed I have not answered question
no., 4 at this time as monitoring reports are available
in response tec question no, 2,

wuestion 1,

Answer:

Where, during the tannery operations,
is water that is extracted from the
well on the Wildwood Conservation
Corp. property used, Please describe
the locations, what it is used for,
and how it is used,

Water from the well on the Wildwood
Conservation Corp, property is used

in the wet end processing at the
tannery, Specifically the well is

the source of water for the Hide

House, Tan Room, Color Room, Chrome
Room and Chrome Recovery, It is the
source of hot water for the Beam House
and Rendering Room. It is also used to
water the lawn,

The tannery uses water as the medium in
which the chemical treatment of the hides
and leather is accomplished, It is used
for washing the hides and leather and for
washing the floors. The vessels holding
the water and hides oxr leather are of two
types: wooden drums up to 10' x 10' in
size which rotate to provide mechanical
agitation and wooden paddle wvats (similar
in shape to half a drum) having a reel or
paddle suspended in them to provide
agitation.(much as a river boat is propelled
by the movement of a paddle reel),
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Question 2, Submit all air monitoring reports you
have of the air quality inside the

Facilitys

Answer: Y¥e have only monitored the air in the
wet processing area for the volatile
organics found in the well on the
Wildwood Conservation Corp. propertyv,.
Air monitoring in other parts of the
plant did not involve these compounds.
Therefore, only the results of the air
menitoring in the wet processing area
is attached, The monitor used to collect
the air sample for this analysis was
purposely fixed to a paddle vat which
received -all of its water from the
Wildwood well and was fixed to the
paddle vat during a period of time when
water was running into the paddle vat
with the paddle reel running to agitate
the water. We tried to maximize the
exposure to get a worst case result.
Since the analysis indicated a non-
detectable level of the compounds of
interest we performed no further tests,
The attached notes on the exposure limits
indicate that the detection levels of
these chemicals are at least 150 times
less than the =z2llowable time weighted
average exposure levels recommended by
The American Conference of Governmental
Industrial Hygienists,

Question 3. The flow rate and quantity of the water
used at the facility. Please quantify
only that water that is taken from the
Aberjona River aquifer and that is
exposed to the indoor environment, i.e.,
used for washing, not run through pipes.

Answer As indicated in the answer to question No, 1,
water is used for purposes other than washing
in the making of the leather. None of the
water is just "run through pipes" as for
example in a cooling system, I am assuming
that you're interested in the amount of
water used from the well on the ¥ildwood
Conservation Corp. property. We estimate
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that our consumption varies between
250,000 and 350,000 gals/dav. The
flow varies throughout the day but
most of the water is used between 2:00
AM and 6:00 PM,

I hope that these answers will be helpful to you,

Very truly yours,
RILEY, LEATHER CO., INC,

GZA&JALL

Charles JZ bheehan
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Analytical Service ’
Occupaticnal Health and Safety
Products Division/3M

552-1E 3M Center
St. Paul, Minnesota 55144
Telephone: 800/243-4630

AMENDED REPORT

.METHYL CHLOROFORM

. |Report Number
- 5 10-020-860 1 OF 1
3M Diffusional Monitor e
Analysis Report 1
Form 23121-C-PWO Anarysis Pelomed
01/23/86
r = [Fropared By
) : A.L. _WELLS
RILEY LEATHER CO., INC.
228 SALEM STREET
WOBURN _ g MA UlBQl
ATTN: RICHARD N. JONES
L - -
Sampling Sampling
. e thor Date Time Walght Concentration
identification Code Compounds!s) Micrograms -1“:‘?- PPM
PADDLE 422 AD-5996 01716786 195 MIN.
TRICHLOROETHYLENE <10.000 < 1.6%1 < 0.308 =1
N PERCHLOROETHYLENE <10.000 < 1.2724 ¢ D.254 =1

<10.000 < 1.613 < 0.296 =1

Comments

*1 10 MICROGRAMS IS MINIMUM DETECTABLE LIMIT
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