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Why Schools?Why Schools?

Bolsters Science Bolsters Science 
CurriculumCurriculum
Teaches Basic Science Teaches Basic Science 
Skills Skills 
Shows Science as Fun Shows Science as Fun 
and Interestingand Interesting
Receptive TeachersReceptive Teachers
Students bring Students bring 
knowledge back home to knowledge back home to 
the communitythe community



Why Citizen Scientist?Why Citizen Scientist?

Projects serve to Projects serve to 
disseminate disseminate 
informationinformation
Gives a sense of Gives a sense of 
stewardship towards stewardship towards 
community resourcescommunity resources
People who are People who are 
involved with real involved with real 
science tend to science tend to 
support conservation support conservation 
effortsefforts



Things to considerThings to consider

Focus on what you Focus on what you 
knowknow
Make sure project is Make sure project is 
interestinginteresting
Use what you gotUse what you got
How data will be usedHow data will be used
What are the What are the 
important take away important take away 
pointspoints



Develop ProgramDevelop Program

Identify needs (yours Identify needs (yours 
and community)and community)
Determine Goals & Determine Goals & 
ObjectivesObjectives
Identify AudienceIdentify Audience
Develop MethodsDevelop Methods
ImplementImplement
SuperviseSupervise
EvaluateEvaluate



Obstacles to ImplementationObstacles to Implementation

School System PoliciesSchool System Policies
Curriculum Curriculum 
RequirementsRequirements
Teachers commitmentTeachers commitment
Transportation costsTransportation costs
Substitute TeachersSubstitute Teachers
Complicated formsComplicated forms
Complicated Complicated 
instructions instructions 



School ProgramSchool Program 
Wood River InvestigationWood River Investigation

Students spend a day Students spend a day 
examining parameters at one examining parameters at one 
of 5 sitesof 5 sites

Chemical Chemical –– DO, pH, NutrientsDO, pH, Nutrients
Physical Physical –– in stream assessmentin stream assessment
Biological Biological -- macroinvertebratesmacroinvertebrates

Students assess human Students assess human 
impacts along the shoreline impacts along the shoreline 
from kayaksfrom kayaks



FindingsFindings

Students benefit from Students benefit from 
field trip experiencesfield trip experiences
Information gets Information gets 
extrapolated to home extrapolated to home 
and communityand community
Need motivated Need motivated 
teachers to pull it offteachers to pull it off
Good publicity for Good publicity for 
organizationorganization



Citizen ScientistCitizen Scientist

URI Watershed Watch URI Watershed Watch 
Water Quality Water Quality 
MonitorsMonitors
Purple Loosestrife Purple Loosestrife 
SurveySurvey
Vernal Pool Vernal Pool 
AssessmentsAssessments



FindingsFindings
General public enjoys General public enjoys 

Learning details behind Learning details behind 
projectsprojects
Learning new skillsLearning new skills
Being part of a Being part of a 
something usefulsomething useful

Need good oversight of Need good oversight of 
volunteer effortsvolunteer efforts
Need quality control Need quality control 
systems designed into systems designed into 
projectproject



Come Visit our Headquarters at
Barberville Dam on Arcadia Road, 

Hope Valley, RI, 02832
401-539-9017 www.wpwa.org

Denise Poyer
WPWA

Program Director
denisep@wpwa.org
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