U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

EPA NEW ENGLAND

MEMORANDUM

DATE:
May 4, 2005

SUBJ.:
EPA New England’s Commitment to Implementing the Regional Quality System

FROM:
Robert W. Varney, Regional Administrator


Ira W. Leighton, Deputy Regional Administrator


TO:  EPA New England Employees

The success of our regional mission to protect human health and the environment depends upon the consistent application of sound science and the collection of credible data of the type and quality necessary to make critical program decisions.  In support of this mission, we are reaffirming EPA New England’s commitment to:


1.  Consistent and complete implementation of the regional quality system across all regional programs, as documented in the approved EPA New England Quality Management Plan.


2.  Conformance with Agency quality policies as defined by EPA Order 5360.1 A2.


3.  Compliance with federal extramural agreement regulations pertaining to quality.


4.
Region-wide quality system (QS) awareness training.

Scheduled Regional Quality System Assessment and Required QS Awareness Training

EPA Order 5360.1 A2, Policy and Program Requirements for the Mandatory Agency-wide Quality System, directs all Agency organizations to develop and implement a quality system that conforms to the requirements in the Order and in applicable extramural agreement regulations. 

As part of the Agency’s overall quality system, Quality Staff from the Office of Environmental Information conduct periodic assessments of all Agency organizations that collect, generate, and use environmental data, or design, construct, and operate environmental technology.  An assessment of our region’s quality system is scheduled for June 6 to June 10, 2005.

To ensure effective implementation and awareness of our quality system, QA representatives from each Office have developed a Web-based training course.  We are asking all regional personnel to take this “Quality System Awareness Training” to ensure consistent regional knowledge and application of system processes.  Details for the training will be provided in an upcoming e-mail.

If you would like further information on the regional quality system, you can access the EPA New England QA home page at http://epa.gov/ne/lab/qa/index.html or contact any member of QA Unit.
