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Water Consumption in the 
Irrigation Industry

Outdoor use is about 30 percent of 
residential use, or approximately 7.8 billion 
gallons per day
• Largest outdoor water use component is 

irrigation
Outdoor water use can be as high as 70 
percent in the drier regions of the West 
and Southwest
WaterSense irrigation partners performing 
regular maintenance on irrigation systems 
can reduce irrigation water use by 15 
percent.
• With potential savings of 9,000 gallons per 

home every year! 



WaterSense 
Outdoor Water Use Goals

Increase Awareness of Water-Efficient Products 
and Services
• Make water efficiency an attribute of choice
• Partner with national and local organizations to promote water efficiency

Improve the Performance of Irrigation Systems
• Promote good design, installation, and O&M of irrigation systems
• Promote the use of water-efficient irrigation equipment

Promote Water-Efficient Landscaping
• Improve plant selection and placement
• Encourage use of mulch and/or soil amendments



Certification Programs for 
Irrigation Professionals

Programs must meet WaterSense criteria outlined in the 
specifications for certification programs.
WaterSense has developed specifications for irrigation 
professionals in three areas: 
• System Design
• Installation and Maintenance
• System Auditors

Certification programs are encouraged to apply for the 
WaterSense label.



WaterSense Irrigation Partners

Irrigation professionals may become WaterSense partners upon 
completing or renewing with a WaterSense labeled certification 
program.
Currently six programs have earned the WaterSense label:
• IA’s Certified Irrigation Designer (CID)
• IA’s Certified Irrigation Contractor (CIC)
• IA’s Certified Landscape Irrigation Auditor (CLIA)
• IA’s Certified Golf Irrigation Auditor (CGIA)
• North Coast Water Conservation Group’s Qualified Water 

Efficient Landscaper (QWEL)
• Rain Bird Certified Residential and Light Commercial Irrigation 

Installer
Possibly coming soon to New Jersey as well!



WaterSense Partners

Partners:
• 501 Promotional Partners
• 125 Retailers/Distributors
• 102 Manufacturers
• 4 Certifying Organizations
• 898 Irrigation Partners



New Product Areas Focus on 
Outdoor Water Efficiency

New opportunities for irrigation professionals
• Draft Spec Irrigation controllers – November 2009
• Final New Homes Spec – December 2009



Draft Irrigation Controller 
Specification Details

Draft Released November 19th

Expected final spec Fall 2010
Components:
• Stand-alone and add-on controllers 
• Soil moisture sensors not yet included

Testing:
• Third party certification
• Water efficiency and performance both 

measured by SWAT test  
Partnership opportunities:
• Manufacturers and distributors can join 

mid-2010
Studies:
• Potential 20 percent water savings



Irrigation Controller Spec 
Important Considerations

Installation and maintenance of 
weather based irrigation controllers will 
benefit from the knowledge of irrigation 
professionals
• Knowledgeable irrigation professionals 

needed to install efficient irrigation systems 
• After installed for 6 months to 1 year, has to 

be adjusted, either by homeowner or 
contractor

Controllers should be targeted to high 
water users



Irrigation Controller Benefits

• Controllers tailor irrigation schedules to actual 
conditions on a site allowing homeowners to…

– Stop worrying about their sprinklers automatically 
operating when their landscapes do not need water.

– Reduce water use approximately 20% compared to 
systems with standard clock timer controllers.

– Become a part of the green movement by aiding in 
water efficiency

If every home with an irrigation system made this switch, we could save 
150 billion gallons of water per year across the US!

Marketability of Weather-Based Irrigation Controllers:



Use of Irrigation Partners

All systems must be designed or installed by a 
WaterSense irrigation partner
• Exception: Areas served by fewer than 3 partners with the 

appropriate certificate

All systems must be audited by a WaterSense 
irrigation partner
• Areas with no auditors will need to contact WaterSense for 

waiver



WaterSense Labeled New Homes:  
Landscape Requirements

A WaterSense labeled landscape 
includes a landscaped front yard or 
other yard areas where irrigation 
systems have been installed to meet 
water-efficiency criteria
• Water-efficiency criteria:

– Landscape planning through water 
budget tool or turf allowance

– Use of low water-use plants
– Mulch cover for all exposed soil to 

increase soil moisture retention



Water Budget Approach

Used to design water-efficient landscapes
Develops an allowable ‘water bucket’ based on 
the local rainfall and plant water needs (i.e. ETo
rates)
• determines how much water the landscaper can use in 

designing a water-efficient landscape



WaterSense Labeled New Homes: 
Irrigation System Requirements

When irrigation systems are installed, 
they must meet certain criteria:

• Drip irrigation in all non-turf areas, slope 
areas, and narrow strips of turf

• Rainfall shutoff devices or soil moisture 
sensors

• Require use of WaterSense labeled 
irrigation controllers once controller spec is 
released



Auditing WaterSense Labeled 
New Homes



Demand for Efficient Irrigation 
-Green Buildings

• U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED for 
Homes rating system 

• National Association of Home Builder’s 
National Green Building Standard 

• Implementation Instructions for Executive 
Order 13423: Strengthening Federal 
Environmental, Energy, and Transportation 
Management

Green buildings programs have begun specifying use of 
WaterSense irrigation partners. For example:

WaterSense promotional partners: a network of water 
utilities, communities, and states around the country are 
demanding advances in water-efficient irrigation



Demand for Efficient Irrigation 
-Rebate Programs

Seattle:
• Residential and commercial rebates for “smart” controllers, 

rain sensors, conservation controller, convert beds to drip
• Custom rebates up to 50% of the cost for capital upgrades 

of existing irrigation systems

James City Service Authority:
• Rebates for WaterSense labeled toilets, rain sensors, rain 

barrels, and “on demand” hot water recirculators
• Customers receive a $500 rebate for hiring a WaterSense 

irrigation partner to design and install irrigation systems



Partnership Benefits

Irrigation partner directory on WaterSense Web site:
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/pp/lists/irr_partners.htm
WaterSense awards program: 
opportunity for national recognition
Differentiation from competition
Use of the WaterSense brand/
outreach materials to communicate 
to customers/potential customers/
general public about water efficiency 



Irrigation Partner Toolkit

Upon joining, irrigation partners 
receive the Irrigation Partner Tool Kit, 
a guide to using the WaterSense 
brand to promote your business and 
water efficiency.  
It provides materials to educate 
customers, potential customers & the 
general public on water-efficient 
irrigation.
The tool kit includes a CD with 
modifiable electronic files, as well as 
hard copy samples.



Toolkit Materials

• Talking Points
• Positive marketing messages
• Checklist for a water-efficient 

system
• Sample press release

Toolkit outreach 
materials include:

Searchable online tool to help 
builders & others identify irrigation 
partners in their area



Partnership Benefits Recap

Differentiation from competitors as a water-efficient 
irrigation system designer, installer, or auditor
Demand for participation in WaterSense new homes
National demand for WaterSense products
• Green Buildings

– LEED
– NAHB
– Executive Order 13423

• Rebates
– Seattle
– James City Service Authority



How to Partner with 
WaterSense

Be sure your certification is up-to-date, or become certified 
through a WaterSense labeled program

Complete a Certified Professionals 
Partnership Agreement through the 
WaterSense Web site, along with 
proof of certification

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/
partners/join/cp.htm 

Begin using WaterSense to differentiate yourself and 
promote water-efficient irrigation!



More Information

Web site: www.epa.gov/watersense
E-mail: watersense@epa.gov

Helpline: (866) WTR-SENS (987-7367) 
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