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Ocean Conservancy
Mission:

Ocean Conservancy promotes healthy and diverse ecosystems and 
opposes practices that threaten ocean life and human life. 

Through research, education, and science-based advocacy, Ocean 
Conservancy informs, inspires, and empowers people to speak and 
act on behalf of the oceans.  

In all its work, Ocean Conservancy strives to be the world’s 
foremost advocate for the oceans.
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Strategic Priorities
Ocean Climate Change- Arctic
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Strategic Priorities
End Overfishing and Work to Provide a 

Sustainable Seafood Supply
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Strategic Priorities
Conserve Special Ocean Places/ Marine 

Protected Areas
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Strategic Priorities
Improve Laws and Policies for Better Ocean 

Conservation



Strategic Priorities
Protect Wildlife from Human Impacts



Strategic Priorities

e impact of marine debris – one of 
the most widespread pollution 
disasters of our time.
– Beach beauty
– Tourism/economy
– Ocean health
– Wildlife
– Climate Change
– Human health

Eliminate Marine Debris- The International Coastal Cleanup



What is Marine Debris?

rine Debris: any persistent 
d material that is 
nufactured or processed 
ectly, or indirectly, and is 
posed of or abandoned 
o any marine environment

Fed. Reg. 45555, Sep. 9, 2009)



arine debris also 
cludes abandoned, 
st, or otherwise 
scarded (derelict) 
hing gear

What is Marine Debris?





International Coastal Cleanup

story:
egan in 1986
exas
,800 volunteers
24 tons of trash
22 miles of coastline
989 ICC became 

nternational with Canada 
nd Mexico 



International Coastal Cleanup
oday…
The world’s largest volunteer effort to clean up our marine 
environment.
Held in September of each year.
Is held around every major body of water around the planet.
Since 1986 over seven million volunteers have participated, 
removing 124 million pounds of trash from over 250,000 miles of 
shoreline and waterways.
24% inland



International Coastal Cleanup

ow we support our volunteers participating in 
the ICC…







International Coastal Cleanup

CC Annual Data Report

World’s only snapshot of trash 
in and around our shorelines 
and waterways.

Country- by- country, state- by-
state, item- by- item



International Coastal Cleanup 
Results from the Field and Beyond

Leonardo Viana
Manager of Strategic Partnerships



Results: 2009

500,000 volunteers

7.4 million pounds of trash 
collected

108 countries and locations, 
45 U.S. states + District of 
Columbia

Top 3 items- cigarette butts, 
plastic bags, food wrappers/ 
containers



Results: 2009

08 countries (new countries)
– El Salvador, Panama, Papa New Guinea, Peru, 

Cape Verde, Gibraltar, Libya, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Namibia, Samoa, Togo, Tonga 

– California (82,400 volunteers)
– Philippines (74,493 volunteers)





OP TEN ITEMS 

Cigarettes/Cigarette Filters-21%
Bags (Plastic)
Food Wrappers/Containers
Caps/Lids
Beverage Bottles (Plastic)
Cups, Plates, Forks, Knives, 
Spoons
Beverage Bottles (Glass)
Beverage Cans
Straws, Stirrers
Bags (Paper)
rom 2009 International Coastal Cleanup













Behavior Change Pilot Project

In 2009, Ocean 
Conservancy engaged 
Reingold to conduct a 
behavior change pilot 
project- focusing on 
peoples outlooks in 
regards to marine debris



Methodology and Goals

Surveyed 154 visitors in 
Anacostia Park, Washington 
D.C.

Goals:
– Evaluate the reasons behind 

public avoidance towards 
picking up trash 

– Find ways to influence 
personal behavior change



Findings

People have social barriers 
owards avoiding cleaning 

up unknown debris

Group cleanups and 
availability of better disposal 
methods encouraged visitors 
o want to appropriately 

dispose of potential marine 
debris



ICC Effective through Policy and 
Partnerships

Cited in Chapter 18 of the 
2004 U.S. Ocean 
Commission Report- An 
Ocean Blueprint for the 21st

Century

ICC data collection led to the 
development of the National 
Marine Debris Monitoring 
Program



ICC Effective through Policy and 
Partnerships

The ICC has also 
partnered with NOAA’s 
Marine Debris Program 
via the 2006 Marine 
Debris Research, 
Prevention, and 
Reduction Act



ICC Effective through Policy and 
Partnerships

• Cited in UNEP’s 2009 Marine 
Litter: A Global Challenge

• ICC data was used in UNEP’s
assessment in finding the status 
and amount of marine debris



Effectiveness and Achievements

• The ICC has motivated people 
to be active in their 
communities and clean up the 
environment

• The ICC has also led to the 
creation of several local 
recycling programs in 
neighborhoods around the 
world



Effectiveness and Achievements
Six- pack holder rings are now 
photodegradable



Effective policy initiatives require best available scientific 
nformation

Need to better document the debris types and sources 
having the greatest impact

Current data are compelling, but more research is needed 
o target biggest sources of debris

How do we stop the flow of marine debris?



BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
Crisis in the Gulf of Mexico

Unfolding environmental 
disaster

Unparallel impacts on 
ecosystems, wildlife, 
commercial fisheries, 
recreational activities, and 
tourism



Looking Ahead: Setting the Course for Relief, Restoration, 
and Reform

• Oil Spill Tracking Card

http://oilspill.skytruth.org/

• Pre-oil arrival cleanups



Questions?

Sonya Besteiro
Associate Director, International Coastal 
Cleanup
sbesteiro@oceanconservancy.org

Leonardo Viana
Manager of Strategic Partnerships
lviana@oceanconservancy.org


