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Calculators to determine costs and 
environmental benefits

• Food Waste Calculator
http://www.epa.gov/

epawaste/conserve/materials/organics/food/tools/index.htm

• Waste Reduction Model
http://www.epa.gov/WARM

EPA Tools



Preparing to Use Tools

• Collect as much data as possible on how much 
food you purchase and how much food is 
disposed.

• Other useful information
– Current hauling costs
– Fees for bin, dumpster rentals or purchase



Evaluates Costs of Alternatives to Food Waste 
Disposal

• Examines all levels of the hierarchy
• Allows users to select type of institution

• Grocery store, restaurant, university, hospital, schools, 
prison, other cafeteria

• Default assumptions available for some data
• Includes capital and operating and 

maintenance costs

Food Waste Calculator



Inputs page

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/materials/organics/food/tools/inde
x.htm



Inputs page (continued)

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/materials/organics/food/tools/inde
x.htm



Functionality



Cost Calculator Tab

• 1-, 3-, 6-, & 10- year costs

Cost Graph Tab
• Graphical representation of 1, 3, 6, and 10 year costs

Benefits Tab
• Particulates, Toxics, Carcinogens, Eutrophication, 

Acidification, Ecosystem Toxicity

Results

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/materials/organics/food/tools/inde
x.htm



Results Page

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/conserve/materials/organics/food/tools/inde
x.htm



Waste Reduction Model (WARM)

• Estimates the climate or energy impacts of 
waste management

• Can be used for decision making or 
estimating benefits of an existing program



WARM Excel Model



Entering Data
If you are managing 10 tons of food waste.



WARM Results
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