


North Landin~ 

and No thwest Rivers 


,).;. 

' 1.. 
. \" , ~ 

' : ''; ',/ 

' II t.
,,' 

,',' 

8 .. ". 

N I . 
...\'" 

.­

Y 
.' 
'. 

[ ~ 

.,, I I 
,," 

( . I ~ : i : ' """ " .-:.\" 

S 



North Landing and Northwest Rivers Page lof2 

Virginia Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries 
Sections 

• Overview 
• Maps & Access 
• FishingQRRortunities 
• Regulations 
• Facilities 
• More Information 

North Landing and Northwest Rivers 
New Regulat ions fO I ' Herring 

The North Landing River winds its way from the urban settings of Hampton Roads down through tree­
lined wetlands into North Carolina's Currituck Sound. The river is part of the Intra-coastal Waterway, an 
essential segment for boat traffic up and down the east coast. Many pleasure boaters travel the river from 
the New England states in the spring down to Florida for the summer and then back north again in the 
fall. 

Local anglers know this river as a great place to get away from the hustle and bustle of the Hampton 
Roads "rat-race" without having to travel hours from home. The river is known for having a diverse 
fishelY; from sunfish species to the anadromous striped bass and American shad, any angler can find 
something to pursue all year long. There are several boat ramps on the mainstem or in the tributalY 
creeks that will give you access to the entire river. Check out our map for more details. 

Because the North Landing lays completely below the fall line, it does not have rapids or fast water like 
most other Virginia rivers. That means you can't just float downstream with the current from one put-in 
to another-you have to do a little work (which really isn't such a bad thing). An advantage with canoeing 
this river is you don't have to take two vehicles or paddle upriver fighting the current to get back where 
you started. Pick one of the public boat ramps, or canoe access sites shown on the map, paddle or motor 
around all you want, upstream or downstream, and return to where you started. No shuttling of vehicles 
is required! One thing to remember- since upstream and downstream are not always that obvious (wind 
tides can actually push water upriver), there's some chance of getting disoriented, particularly if you go 
exploring back in the marshes and swamps. 

The river has extensive marshes around it with several small tributary streams, particularly along the 
western shore. This gives the canoeist plenty of water to explore away from big boats on the river. The 
river can be somewhat salty at times, particularly when southerly breezes push water upriver from the 
Sound. West Neck Creek, one ofthe larger tributaries, also can be salty due to a mamnade canal 
connecting it to the Lynnhaven River to the nOl1h. West shore tributaries are typically less salty. 

Much of the land surrounding the NOl1h Landing River is owned by the Nature Conservancy and 
protected from development. Wildlife is plentiful in this area, particularly deer, so bring your binoculars. 
Certainly you'll get to see a wide variety of birds, and yes snakes. The river is home to cottomnouths and 

http://www.dgif. virginia.gov/fishing/waterbodies/display .asp?id= 164 3/9/2009 
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canebrake rattlesnakes, so exercise caution. There are plenty of harmless water snakes as well, so don't 
get too upset if you see a snake on the water. Contrary to popular belief, not all snakes around water are 
water moccasins. The canebrake rattlesnake, a state endangered species, is fairly rare and terrestrial, so 
there's little likelihood of encountering one on the rivers. 

Whether you want to chase after largemouth bass, striped bass or just canoe the back waters, the North 
Landing River has something for you. A short drive fi'om the downtown Chesapeake, Norfolk or 
Virginia Beach, will take you to a world away. Come explore this treasure close to home. 

• © 2009 Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
• Web Poli<:x 
• WAI-A Compliant 
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Kayak Virginia Beach 

Launch Sites 
la uoch Site ~ 
~ayakVa Home 

45t h Street 
Airfield PQlli! 

AlligatocRiver NW& 
Aylett Ramp 

Back Bay NWR 
Back Creek 

Ba ileys Beach 
Baum ROild 

Bennetts Cree~ 
Black Water Creek 

Blackwater Landlog 
Brumley Road 
Bll~oe Beacl) 

CaP:iLtharles 
Captains....Quarters Pill 

Carolanne rarm Park 
Carys BrH!gg 

Coinjock Ramp 
CQlumbla N..c..,. 

Dandy Point 
Qggp Bottom Park 

Deep Cree\U.Qcks Park 
Dismal Swamp Cana l 

Dismal Swamp S.P. 
Dozier Bridge. 

Drum Poin t 
East l ake Ferry 

Eastern Shore NWR 
Elizabeth RI'a[ 

First Landing 
Genera l Va ughan 
Gr~ste: r Poi nt 

Go.IDQkls Hope Part 
Great Bridge lock Park 

Harborton landing 
Haven Q:gcl< 

H--.O.Qp~s La nding 
Horn Po int 

tl!m1lngton Park 
Hutton Circle 

IndlM.Yeek Road 
JQyners Bridge RQad 

Klptopeke 
Lafaye~k 

bilke Smith 
Lake Whitehurst 

Lawnes Creek 
Lesner Briill 
illtor Manor 

litt le .c.re..e.k 
U1.Ue Island 

little Page Bridg.e: 
Lotus Garden Park 

Lovltts Landing 
Madiav Island 

t-1aryJIS 
t-1ehercin Park 
~e Landlng 

Merchants f'.1 m~ 

~ick Road 
MII I ~k 

~' I II La nding 
,...11l1dam Cregk 
r-1unden Point 
""'urfreesbor.Q 

Ne\'lqua~rk 

Nice Bridge. 
NorjJLlandlng 

Old£!mgo Ferry Road 
O\'ll~k 

Qv_sJer Harbor 
Parrotts Creek 
eeters Bridge 

~terson YachLlla..5.in 
Pocaty River 

Portsmouth City par-.k 
Powhatan Creek 

ed.n.cess Anne 
Rn ll t p F.7 1 

Pocatv River Boat launch 

Roadside access, I have always launched from the North side of the bridge, South 
side has always had people fishing, 

The bank near the bridge Is steep pavement, and I usually try to avoid It unless 
the water is real high. I usually launch from the river bank about 10 yards away 
from the bridge. 

Heading East (away from the bridge) about 1. 75 miles is the North Landing River, 
and a nice overlook/observation platform. Stay to the left/North when gIven the 
choice paddling downstream, 1 have noticed the Right/South channel is more 
congested with debris. 

Recent Trips 
Date Trip Title Distance 

OS/25/2.007 Pocatv With Kay - Pocaty River 2.40 
OS/ <ll/2006 Primrose on the Pocatv - Pocaty River· North landing River 6.70 

launch Site Directions 

Directions to Pocatv River Boat l aunch in a new Window. 
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J.!.m_O.iLRl yer l And . VA 
Walerfronl and Creekfronl 
Homesitcs Panoramic 3· 
mile River Frontage 
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8lY.oLIrloJn.llii 
1'= 
Canoe, Raft or Kayak on 
the Delawaro 
River.Convenlent 
location. 

B.9.!l...'iHtt 
Ilova New Yor1o.® · The 
Official New York State 
Tourism Website. 

WildernuJ C.l.n..lte..!rWt 
Boundary Walers Canoe 
N ea of no MN Complele 
outfiUing 3-10 day lrips 
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Kayak Virginia Beach 

l-iIunclLSi!es 
Launch Site Map 
KayakVB Home 

45th Street 
Airfie ld Ponq 

Alligator Rl'l1u" NWR 
l\ylett RJrnlP 

Back Bay NWR 
Back Crill 

Baileys Beach 
8aum R.Md 

Ben[)etts Creek 
atKk Waler Creek 

Blackwa1e r landing 
BrumleY Road 

Bu_ckroe Beadl 
CaRe Charles 

Capta l!lLQuarters ~ 
Carolanne Ean'll Park 

Carys Br ldgg 
CoinjOck Ramp 
CQjumbla N.C. 

Qa ndy Pol!l1 
Deep Bottom Park 

Deep Cree~Locks Park 
Dismal Swamp Canal 

Dismal SY/amp S,P. 
Dozier BOOe 

Dru m Poin.!; 
East Lak~rry 

East.em..S.hore NWR 
EtizabetbJ!iver 
~t landing 

General Val!.Q han 
GlIDJCester PQlnJ; 

Gosnolds Hope Park 
GreaUki..@e lock PaJ:k 

Harborton La nding 
tlaven Creek 

Hoopes lal1d.lnfl 
Horn PQ!nt 

HunUngt!ffi..£!lrk 
Hutton Circle 

Indian Creek; Road 
Joyners Bridge Road 

KlptQpeke 
Lafayette Park 

l ake Smllh 
lake Whitehurst 
lawnes~ 

!.ti.ner Bridge 
Leslot11an9r 

Li tt le Creek 
UtUe Is!..a..rut 

littlePage Bridge 
Lotus Garden Park 

Lovltts I.IDlitlng 
Mackay I sland 

t:1!tfYUS 
/'>'eherrln Park 

Melrose LaJld.!ng 
Herchants Mill Pond 

Messick flQru! 
Mil l Creek 

""111 L.arullng 
~mCreek 
Munden Point 
t-lurfreesboro 

Newquarter Pa rk 
tlke Bridge 

North Landing 
Old Pungo fe((y Road 

Owl Creek 
Oyster Harbor 
eMLotts Creek 
Pete r~ fu!Qge 

PetersM.1acht l3asln 
Pocaty River 

PortsmQY1!LCity park 
eruw.a tan Creek 

Princess Anne 
Rn ll t!. ';7 1 

Pocatv River Boat Launch 

Roadside access, I have always launched from the North side of the bridge, South 
side has always had people fishing. 

The bank near the bridge Is steep pavement. and I usually try to avoid it unless 
the water Is real high. I usually launch from the river bank about 10 yards away 
from the bridge. 

Heading East (away from the bridge) about 1.75 miles is the North Landing River. 
and a nice overlook/observation platform. Stay to the left/North when given the 
choice paddling downstream, I have noticed the Right/South channel is more 
congested with debris. 

Recent Trips 
Date Trip Title Distance 

05/..1.5/2007 Pocaty With Kay - Pocaty River 2.40 
QSLlD/2006 Primrose on the Pocaty - Pocaty River - North Landing River 6.70 

Launch Site Directions 

Direct ions to PQeMy River Boat launch in a new window . 
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For more Inrormation about Kayak Virginia Beach or comments conta ct me at 
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D:l.o...Ylnn'.Itds_1I1.B.L 
Outstanding River 
Landing Homesites at 
Introdudory Pridng 
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JJ.ffin Blyo, l .llJ d..:.YA 
Waterfront and Crcokfronl 
Homesltes Panoramic 3­
mile River Frontage 
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-Rlyer Trip 10 tho 

Canoe. Raft or Kayak on 
the Delaware 
River.Convenlent 
location. 

8~ 
I Love New yort®· The 
Offidal New York Siale 
Tourism Website. 
W ..W '·~·. crq (.;.<II 

Wilderness Clooe Trips 
Boundary WaltH$ Canoe 
Nea or oa MN Complete 
ou tfilling 3·10 day trips 
.:.M \I. ,. ·~ ..tlfl1e<' co"' 
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Kayak Virg inia Beach 
Pocaty Rive r Boat launch 

Launch Sites Roadside access, I have always launched from the North side of the bridge, South 

Launch Sjte Map 
 v v side has always had people fi shing, 
KavakVB Home 

45th Street 
Airfleld_e.ond 

A!Jlgiltor River NWB, 
Ayle11 Ramp 

Back Bay NWI! 
BaclLCreek 

Bai leys lJeach 
BaumE,Otld 

Bennetts Creek 
Black WatecC(eek 

Blackwater Landing 
Brum ley Road 

Buckroe Beach 
CapejJlaries 

Captams_Jl.Y_efters Park 
Ca rolanne FarmJl:adc 

CMys Bridge 
!:.Qinjock Ramp 
CO lul)]bJa N.C. 

DandY-l~2l.J.J.t 
Deep Jk!.lli!.Dl Park 

~Q Creek Locks Park 
Dismal Swamp_Cana l 

Dismal Swamp S.P. 
Dozier Bddge 

Drum Polnl 
East Laktlerry 

Eastern Shore NWR 
Elizabeth Rlv_er 

Ijr~1J:!lrld l ng 
Genera l Vaughan 
~sterPolnt 

G.Qsnotd s Hope Park 
Great Bridg~ Park 

Harborton Landing 
Haven ~ek 

tlQQp~Landlng 
H....om...Polnt 

t:!..u.n.tington Park 
Hutton CIrcle 

Ind ia n Creek Road 
.!.QYillill; Bridge Road 

.lQptopeke 
Lafayette Park 

Lals.eJiIDit h 
Lake Whitehurst 

Lawnes Cceek 
Lesner Br idge 
LestQf---M,a[)or 

Little Creek 
Little Isla[)d 

Llttl~idge 
Lotus Garden Park 

LovlttsJ&ru!lng 
t>1ackay I sland 

~ryus 
Meh errin Park 

Melrose Landing 
Nerchaots "'111 Pond 

t>lessick Road 
Mill Creek 

t>1tI1 Landlng 
~Creek 
t>lunden Point 
Murfreesboro 

~quarter Park 
Nl..c.e....f3 rldge 

North Landing 
Old Pungo Fe((y....Boad 

Owl Creek 
Oyster Hacbo( 
Parrotts Creek 
PeterS_BUdge 

Peters..o.n_Yat.ht Basin 
Pocaty River 

Portsmou.1h....Q!y pa rk 
Powhatan Creek 

Prl.o..ce.i.S..Anne 
Rn ll tp (,7 1 

The bank near the bridge is steep pavement, and I usually try to avoid it unless 
the water is real high , I usually launch from the river bank about 10 ya rds away 
from the bridge, 

Heading East (away from the bridge) about 1.75 miles is the North Landing River, 
and a nice overlook/observation platform, Stay to the left/North when given the 
choice paddling downstream, I have noticed the Right/South channel is more 
congested with debris, 

Recent Trips 
Date Trip Title Distance 

0~2007 Pocaty With Kay - Pocaty River 2.40 
JlSlW2006 Primrose on the Pocaty - Pocaty River - North Land ing River 6.70 

launch Sito Directions 

Directions to Poca ty....Biv~LLaunch In a new wIndow. 
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© 2009 Paul Perusse 
For more infonnatlon about Kayak Virginia Beach or comments contact me at 
we:bmasler@Lkayakvb.coOl 

Th@VJnayardsllRl 
Outstanding River 
Landing Homesites al 

Inlroduclory Prking 
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JlmIU~J!.-VA 
Waterfront and Creekfront 
Homesi te s Panoramic 3­
mire River Froolage 
" ...w'l/·q ." ,(~\ 

RInLILIJ!..in.llIo 
e...... 
Canoe, Rail or Kayak 00 
the Delaware 
River.Convenlent 
location , 

I!lli.fi!<! 
I love Now York® - n le 
Officla! New Vorl! Slate 
Tourism WebSite. 

Wlld 9m QI$ Caoco Trips 
BourKlary Walers Canoe 
Alee of no MN Complete 
outfitting 3-10 day trips 
;·: .. W'J ,"f( ..... "".,' 
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