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STATE OF GEORGLA
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MR UOLDRaTD: My nape b= UL e dies .
my cokpany is City Realty advisers, 1375 Spring
Street, 30308. I have three specific comments.

oneé. It seems to me we have not focused on
access Lo mid-town from Northslde Orive and I—75.
While the DOT plans to do extensive lmprovemsnts at
Horthside and Biahap, these improvements become
useless because Northside Drive has to be widened at
the 5—15 interchange. Currentiy an average of a
hundrad cars are walting at the atop sign, as thew
wxit 1-73 south on to Horthside Drive batween 7:30 and
9:30 a.m.,, =ach business work day. This problem is
oxacerbated by traffic trving te exik off of Howeall
Hill on to I-T5 south.

It is wery important that the }OT deal with
the Northsids/1-75 intcrchgnée firak,

Humbesy 2. Any staging ares used by the DOT
that is not dirsctly in the right of way should be
pulled back to the public within twe years.

3. Flease explain why there is a ten foot
HMARTA empsement cutside the proposed sidewalk bBetwean
Spring Strest and Wesk Peachtree.

Thank wyou wvery much.

HMR. BECK: J. Beck, 95 Montgomery Ferry
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Euitve, Allanka, 30308,

Hy cuggestion woitld ke the consider & reube
off of Peachtree Street that teok cars from Peachtres
near the Jewish Synagogue back behind the PD Station
te Buford Highway in the same way thece is a current
strest that lets cars off of Bufcrd Highway en teo
Perachtree. They made that two—way or added ancther --
I don't kngw 1f 1t is north or a eastbound lane,

It seens to me it would alleviate a lot of
traffic problems oh Peachtree Street of people
desiring to get (o Buford Highway = 85 Morth -
Piedmont or Monroe. Currently there is an intersection
a1t Montoe and Armour near the arss where I would
suggest this road eome in —- whers the road cuts and
where the traffic is to come up on "o Peachtras. It
would seem Lf that s a tun—ﬁay that could be created.
it could alleviate a lot of preblems,

The other Ehing I wanted to say, this Ls'my
concern of the neighborheod. t live in Ansley Park. Is
the traffic under thie new proposed system end beidge
and all of the traffic being treated by this
develepmant going to develop the truIEiF o Ehe
sStreetf in our neighborhood? And right now it is way
top mach trafflc. Ju is dangerous fer kids, animals,

anvthinog. It i= alreadv saturated. And this traffic
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auld put, aceascding Lo bl Ciglat«s @iy DOT, |

doulble the Crﬂff:c. That is 4 terrible thing Eo ma
e

M5, LEVY¥: Walarie Hartman Levy, 120 The
Prade, N.W., Atlanta, 30309,

I am a resident of Ansley Park. I am
committed to in-town living since 1 arrived in Atlanta
nine years ago, I have lived in—town. And I believe in
the impartance and vibrant midtown community, which
includes development of the Atlantic Stesl *Fita,

I belleve that has to be countpr—balanced
with the ends and safety of the nEthburhénd in
ridtown. And this is not an issue about the 17th
Street proditct, i is about development of multipie
projects in midtown and the concept of urban
development of multiple projects in midtown and the
concept of urban development. How we ares going to
address through strest traffiec and pollutieon. What is
bad now ia only going to get worse, if we do address
1T now.

Wa need te have some reasonable selution so
you don't ruin the neighbarhoods.

X

MR. CARR: Steve Carr, B850 Meccer Street;

Atlanta.
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Thig brown field is only partilally va o
cleansd up and then covered with alpost imperviongs
surfaces. Our ground water will 2imply never he
cleaned up from this site.

The City of Atlanta has mostly north-scuth
major transportation vehicle routes. We need more east
= west routes. The City of Atlanta and Metro Atlanta
needs more alternative transportation altermatives,
The City of Atlanta has had only one hicycle
transportation, one street route., We need your help
with this and other environmental mAttars.

Where are the ather leadership andjiar
brograms. Tf Carol Browner and the EPA is in favor of
the bridge, then why are we having a publiec hearing?

Kill the City of Atlanta ba able to separate
the Orme sewer line before construction is started?

Will all storm water runoff from this site

either be reused, gray Water for chillers,
landsceping or drained into the Howell HiLl/Hemphill
Water reservoir or dedicated back to the
Chattachooches River?

What iz the proiected impervious surface at
Prelect completion? Can most or all traffic signais be
Eimes at the speed limit, both for this project and

for ARtlanta?
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Can e Lla into AmEvaok  ad Boaolobel]
Gtabion and Arts Conter = MARTA? Can we tie teks Lhe
Chattachooee Industrial area?

8

MF. ROGERS: Harrison L. Rogers, Jr., 2672
Battle overloock M.W., Atlanta 30327,

I think that they need to be innovative as
we look at this projéct. A preject that is so Large,
has the potential for being sa important for the City
and the region. Imporctant not only to the potential
residents in this area of Atlantic Steel, but also for
the people in midtown who are hore tonlght to show
vocal opposition te the project.

A suggestion that I saw described in the
Atlanta newspaper six months age was so innovative and
so fresh with the idea and so seemingly practical that
1 relt attention shHould be given to It before we amt
this in concrete with the design of the bridge.

I would like to discuss the need to
transport people and vehicles from the east side of
the west =ide and vice versa by same means other than
a8 single bridge. Even a couple of htiqus.

The project that was described in the
newspapear six months ago envisicned covering over the

expresaway with & continucus bridge frem 17th Strest
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bridge. planting grass; trass, attrdacklve alte For
everyons that passed by. In additicn, it weuld provida
aoccess, both major access and minor access. across the
expressway for tramsportation of all serts, cails bus,
pedestrian.

We hawve in the midtown of Atlanta a VY
large number of peoples teday who have moved in the
last ten years, and we only have Fiedmont Park which
is burdened today and will be pore burdunvd.tnmorrak.
This would give the opportunity of having a larger
area ror pecple te enjoy walking, to ride bicycles or
toller-blade or whatever they want to do, So we would
have the opportunity to provide better access, and in
acddition a wonderful thing for the pecople of Atlanta,

And 1 would encourage, before we settle on a
firm design for a bridge or pair of bridges; that we
look sericusly at thias,

Thank you wery much.

-

MR, ALLEN: My name is Christian Allen. I
live at 1125 State Street, MNorthwest, Atlanta, 30318.

I am in fawvor of the propossd 17" Strest
bridoge. I think it is a8 wonderful oppartunity for

midtown Atlanta. I believe that it should run from

PR T SE Sl T ) .

& ¥ 4 B

rarthaide Orive to Prachitces SLpawr §y QL lsr A
alloviate traffle thak aleeady eplsts on 214 Strent,
I'm in favor of all of the Atlantic Steql
Redevelopment project. Thank you.
e

HMR. HUBERT: My name is Richard N. Hubert,

I am'a lawyer and concerned citizen of the
City of Atlanta and live in the unlncorparated ares of
Deka Ll éouncy. I have reviewed the environmnental
assessment and find Lt woefully inadeguate in terms of
mesting the fundamental conditicns of NEPA, Section
4(f) of the Department of Transportatioen Account.
Specifically, I am aware that we are in vielation of
Lhe Ciean Air Act and under a court order that was
éhtered inte by consent by the Georgia a;parrmen: (-3 4
Transportatisn concerning air quality and non-
attainment of the ozone level in and around 13 county
areas where the City of Atlanta is located. We are
about to construct a bridge that will increase the
number of single vehicle automobiles and ether
Eransportation vehicles by some Seventy-three thousand
to @ hundred Lthousand cars per day in this area. It
can not help but have a significant and profoundly
adverse impact on the air quality of this city and

particularly the neighborhocod surrounding the 17°F
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FELapt Srpdubge prtenslen, pATtioulaeley 'he Ly
nefuhborboed and Peachtres Streot.

1 am alse aware that therp i3 presently
extant a federal court order that deals Wwith the
noncompliance with the Clean Water Act in the Horbhern
District of Georgla that was signed by Judge Thamas
Thrasher scmetime last year. I da pot find anythlng in
the environmental assessment that indicates that the
court ofders are complied with or there t% pending any
mztion or petitien bafere the Court that woule
authorize 2 project of this magnitude. It is therefor
my conclugion that the environmental asgessment and
NEFR process i going forward without fedaral courk
approval.

1 am also aware of the three state compact
invelving Alabama, Florida ahd Georgia dealing with
water allocation that has not been abls ta
successiully conclude any resoluticn of problema of
poliluted water and the distribution of what they are
that might be used for gravth and development within
the thres scates.

In spite of that fact, Mr. Worman Copeland
of tme City of Atlanta has approved this project for
the allocation of sewer capacity and water capacity

presently presunable with the full knowledge Ehak
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surface water ron &IF from thiz conlambmabed 3ite 231l
have Lo be dealt with by extraordinary massures ap-d
Will only exacerbate what is already a very serious
clwan waker problem.

We have also done studies and reviewsd the
Hagler Bailey study and has been evidenced by aug
concept repoart response in which we contend that tha
feport falls to add the impact of this transportation
project on the Ansley Park neighborhood.

The detailed analysis indicates that the TOM
is based on assumptions as relates to air quality
seriously and grossly underestimates future traffic
volumes and thabt the transient usags assumptions are
demonstrably unreliable. We do not helltve that the Eh
or the MCU or localized emission studies remctely
establish protective measures for the neighborhood in
terms of air guality impacts which will be generated
by Atlantic 5teel FRedevelopment and 17" Serest
extension. I think you for this opportunity to comment
and would like to request s specific response to these
observatisng. ¥Yours very truly.

b

MR. BERRY: My name is James Berry. I'm a

student at Georgia Tech, €%1 JW Dobhs Avenue, htlanta.

1 used to live in Berkeley Park. 1 am a

(]
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Geonla Tach student. T an aBoub 1o g wfgare, |
vacently did a study on tha redevelop-ent atudy on
thia down zoning and redevelopment of midtewn, and Ln
my study I bncluded Atlantic Steel and midtown. In my
Tindings 1 was able to sell myself and slsoc the
readers of the paper that Atlantic Steel (s going te
ba the catalyst that is going to cause Atlanta to
become the 24 hour city realize its potential. Alse
that the density is essential for Atlanta ko
revitalies Lts urbhan cote and that density mind set
within the development will carsy on, change the way
the pecple will think about living in the long term,
cause Atlanta to become & 24 hours clity like its
American counterparts as Basten, P.C., San Franclsce,
and it will Brieg more interest into Acianta
internmaticnally and nationally and change how peaple

see Atlanta as a city.

ME. GOLTMAMN: My name iz Paula Goldman. 1
live at ED park Lane im Ansley Path.

I have come to the hearing tonicht to wvoice
my concern about the amount of traffic that 1= gaing
to be sent through our historic neighborhood by thia
monumental project. ] would like to ask that the

residents be considered in the planning and we be
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wllawed to comm bo the Lalble to hielp vedesign Che
bridge 5o that the Eraffic is pot funnoled into our

neighborhood.,

HS, McFPARLANE: Teresa K., McFacrlane, 242 The
Prado Ado, Atlanta 30308, Ansley Park.

My comment is about the traffie coaming over
the bridge sasthound that is dumping anto would
Peachtree Street which at the present moment is pretty
much blocked up from 7:30 in the mornihg to 7:30 at
night. And how is it going to sccommodats any
additional traffic? On the streekb?

Also, point 2, the pedestrian lanes on the
17" Street bridage, they are walking over the downtown
connectoer which ia & dicty, Eilthy, palﬂ;tud smog
road. They have nothing to look at. Why would peopls
bother to use it as pedestrian lanes, obviously,
pedestrian lanes which will becems car lanes down the

road?

HR. HMERLIMD: John HMerlino, 1A0 17th Street,

Atlants 30300,
I guesa what 1 would like to say is that
everyones, sven Atlanta, is exclted about this project,

but 1 guess we don't went to ruin an 80 year old

12
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neighlxorhagd just for commercial purpaces, Th L
will enpty a project that i3 supposed to sae 70,0060
Erips a day right in through a besutiful 80 year old
neighborhood and for anybedy te believe that it wen'k
have an adverse effect on the mnelghborhood, 1 think
they are kidding themselves or they are trying te kid
us. 1 think there are things that can be done the make
the proiect more palatable, modifications te che
bridge, reducing its size and where it empties to. 1
den®t think it should get beyond Spring Et;eet and
that scmehow some exit or entrance to the highway
should be considered. Otherwise it will simply bacome
the east west cennector for Atlanta, Morthsids ta
Horningside. So ] plead with the DOT and the powers
that be to reconsider the design of this bridge. And
that is all 1 have to say.

.s

M5. HANSEN: Sarah Hansen, 178 Peachtree
Circle Morthwest, Atlanta, Georgia, 30309,

I have lived in Ansley Park for almost 29
years. The traffic is as bad == the voluma of traffie
is as bad or worse now than it has ever heen. The
pollution from the cars i= zo heavy that I have to
elean the windows on the frant of =y house around my

frent door at least every month. Our sewers are

24

wllapsing uncler the wei.fiit of the tecaffia.

Additional catd oomlng Into our sk rdkzs o
will make all of thess problems warse. We have chosen
te live im the city because wa lowve the city, bubt if
pur old meighborhoods are destroyed by lncreased
traffic, no one will wamk to liwve in the city any

moté.

M3. BROKAW: FKatherine Brokaw, 227 Peachtiree
Circle, Atlanta, Geargie 30308,

1 am & resident of Ansley Park which iz one
aof the Atlanta's national reglstered in Town
neighborhoodsa. It has been listed on the Hational
Register of historic places for 25 years. It i=s a
wonderful, vibrant, diverse communlty f;ll&d with
pedestrians, children on bikes, grown—ups on rollec
blades, people walking their dogs and people enjoving
a true community

I believe that the 17th Street bridge and
extension maskt as currently planned pose a severe
threat to the community 1life of my precious
neighbochood.

Ansley Park asks that there be nea 17th
Street extension east of Spring Street. We ask that

the public agencies do a full blown enviroomental
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rudt atatendenl with specilfic references to o poevon

impact of traffic and als pelluticn on Ansley Fack. e

Want EmMart growth, nat smog growth for our in—Eown
neighborhoods.

The Ansley nelghborhood has been ifgnored in
the planning of this project. The EPA has cverleoked
key leaturss of pur communities from parks to the
nelghborhood preschool. We all walked those places and
we nead to be able to cress our streets in safety. The
EPA and the Georgia DOT should net be using our
taxpayer funds teo destroy what has become a wonderful,
wviable, urban community. Thank you,

-
'M5. WEDDELL: Sallie Weddell, 4] South Prado,
Atlanta.

I live in Ansley Park which will be affected
by the proposed 17ch Etreet bridgs and want to state
my epposition to having the I7th Street bridge dump
traffic onte -- lnte Ansley Park. Ansley Park 15 a
hlataric-ntighborhuﬂd which hes enjoved 30 yeass of
urban renewal. My family and others noved in and
repaired and renovated nld homes and cleaned up the
neighborhood, and net offer a very beautiful and
diverse neighborhood with public housing. Wa have

apartments. We have condominiums. We hawe historic
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manoionng. We ove wondsr fal porEs simd Gaoapead L1
style Tor familles., ancl a variety of people.

The braffic that would impackt oufr
neighborhood decrimentally affects our neighbarhood.
1t would affect cur safety, our children"s safety,
being nolse and pollotion, and T wauld Llike the

Department of Transporktation te leak ab alternatives

that don't impact our neighborhood.

Y

MR. WUICHET: John Wuichet, 711 Delmar,
Atlanta 30312,

[t seems there is a missed opportunity for
connecting MARTA with Amtrak in this development, T
ought to be able to travel from my heme at one af the
other Marta stations to a MAETA atatimn'lnn: connests
me to Amtrak and then travel from there Lo ather
cities like Bicmingham or Washington, D.C.

LR

HME. GLASS: Joenathan Glass, 40 Maddox Drive,
Ablanta 30309, -

I am a resident of Ansley Park. I see
several prablems with this projsct, not the least of
which iz a lack of independent an;usang;t of traffic

iasues lnvelving Ansley Park, For the environmental

aggesament to state there will be “no impact"™ on

1]
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2YORATY by this prodect is fraokly taodicomn
talEes our suwdpicion that thare never was any 1l
i giving it a reasonable apd indopendsnt assezsment
of the environmental kmpact of this, and this reeks of
what we have come to be used ta, a partnership between
private developers and government in pushing through
Frojects that may not be in the publie interest. I
personally will do everything possible to Ly to stop
this preject, and I hope that our elected pfficiala
wWithin the State of Georgia and the fedecral government
will stop and listen to us and bry to resvaliuate how
this project will be developed.

el

MA. LAMAR: Thomas Lamar, 178 Peachtree
Circle, Atlanta, Georgia 30309, i

My statement is to piut on record that
several af the officials at the TFA and the Department
of Transportation have stated that they have not taken
into account the excess woight load of cars when the
bradge from 17th Street connection actess 75/85 is
implemnented.

The welight impact over time will destroy the
teees of middle age and older age, These btrees are
erucial to the protection of the air quality based an

the seuthern oxidant study perfccmed at Geargia Tech,

1y
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the connection bubtween shade en pavemaiic amd host dn
the atmosphery combined with more CF emissblons and the
natural burning of coal for electrical power plants in
the state of Georgia will continue te ihcrease
negative impacts on the guality of Life throughout the
state and surrpunding regions if the grean space,
treaa, parks pre not considered in the engineering of
traffic flow,

MAnsley Park 15 on the Matismal Ristoric
Fegister and has not been recognized as such in thia
deslgn process.

0ld streets. old mewar lines, old trees will
all be damaged severely by the ineradsed Eraffic if
the hridg; l= completed in its current design.,

Last week & man was killed by a tres that
fell and hit him on the head. He was an arborist, This
wWas in Ansley Fark. The tras Probably died due ko
excessive welght load from grester traffic flow
Ehrough the park, Ansley Park, This should be on tha
conscicusness and on the' record before any further
design is contémplated.

.

ME. HOHENSTEIN: Louis Hohenstein, 228 157

Street, Anzley Parlk.

Hember of the Ansley Park Clvic Association,

Ia
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fatmer pradident of Lhe Asgoeciation, and 1 vigaiy LY
appose tha bridgs as it ‘i= prossilly foncafived, and
believe the data are that EPA amnd DOT have come up
with have been rigged to come Lo the conclusions they
want. If any bridge has been bueilt, T think it should
stop at Spring Street and not go further sast at
Spring Street.

MA. MAHON:; William Mahon, 210 Little Jaohn
Trall, Atlanta 3030%.

1 just think that the bridge that dumpa onta
Feachtree Street is5 very poorly thought pot. I think
that it will ruin a mumber of our nelghborhoods,
Sherweod Forest for one. and Amsley Parck.

1 think DPOT should consider the quality of
life in Atlanta, rather than just merely building
roads for the sake of building roads.

I'm going to kesp thisz =tatement rathar
short because | know oCher people wani to speak. IT
the citizens in the arsa adversely against this bridge
revealed this mandate and put it through for the
beneflt of the real estate developers.

.y

MR KIMBROUGH: Erich Kimbrough.

The first comment, the Increase in the

i Pl FRALACRAT & B0
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wmennt of ‘braffic. The prodeck will maks Paachtras
uticte irable. It yau deive Peachtreo during cmals hous
now, 1t ls axtremely backed up. The projeckt to
increase traffic forty percent without changing the
straet, that is the helight of absurdity.

1 am also upser that the 17th Street bridge
is changed in cancept from what they orliginally got
approved in the zoning. What they plan te censtruct
today is much wider, encourages much more tcraffic than
what was ocriginally approved, and should seek zoning
appraval again.

M5, WATHY YANTZ: I am State Representative
Kathy Yantz.

And tonight I =-

(Applause]

M5, YANTZ: Let me first say thank you for
having this hearing. And thank you for DEFﬂk.inr
finding a way for me te have my say.

Tonlght I asked EFA and all of the other
folks listening to hear from some of Ehe folks T am
privileged to represent in the Ceorgia House.

By way of introductien of these folks who
are going toc be speaking, let me be clear that che

the people who live in Ansley Park are urban voyeurs.

n
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HE. YARTIV: We hawe pade a decigion 'ta 14«
and ta stay in the City. They recagnized the
importance of development. But they also recagniza the
significance of preserving pur need.

And =0 1 ask you to find ways that traffic
count, development and motoriste can fully live and
can live together withowt making the quality of life
for these folks intalerable,

Thank yeu for hearing from us. Thank Yo,
for responding to this ilnstince. We have a ways to go.
But I suggest we are geing to get thera.

Thank yeu.

{Applause)

M5. WILLARD: I am Kathy Willard. T am
Atleanta City Council member, Transportation Committee.

I juat wanted to say to everyons hers that I
did hear the presentations made to the Atlanta City
Council, there will be portions ef this project that
will come before my Committes.

1 have two things to say, e is the tract
that two pecple remind me, the Atlanta City Council
web site. Tf vou go there. we have a procass where our

agenda is available before the Committes nestings or

z]
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attixe. Alge, somecns wolld contact my offico Wien
thete are changes relative Do this slto. (¥ comes ta
my Committee.

I really lLike the citizens to come to my
Committer as often &5 possible, whaneaver there are
changes. But 1 would appreciate, as often as you feel
== that az an opan invitation to come so that the
people Will have an opportunity to see that as often
as possible. This is a wvery sensitive lssue and all of
the pecple to know what is geing on with that. We have
very critical decisions to make.

S50 thank you wery much.

X

HE. HOLLAND: My namg is Kris_.'l-iuiland and 1
am the President of Atlanta Scientific Association
and I live on The Prado.

This 18 a Kistoric neighboerhood established
in 19%04. A neilghborhood Chat was reclaimed in the
19508 and "70s by socme urban pionesrs who staked out
more subdivisions. Many long Eime realdents are here
tonight to support our neighborhood. Weuld yﬁu please
stand ap? -

It iz & besutiful place, old trees and
sidewalks and we love to think in the City, and we

welcome new development. But this project is

Il
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appraved Iln principal the development of the Lrosn
fleld inte a lively workiplay onvironsent, Gur Lssue
i5 the proposed 17th Strast bridge and the inevitable
impact it will have on our historic neighbetrhood and
on the air we breathe. This is an 82 million dollar
project, funded by publie taspayer meney, and
specially designed to benefit This development .

There is no other development (n midtoun
that has this deal. This bridas is nothing but & huge
highway interchange. And even the most conservative
estimates show that 73,000 cars per day will he
generated by this project. And the environmental
assessmenl states that there will be no impact on the
people in Ansley Perk. This document ma;;uerade: an
envirenmental am=zessment, It is riddled with paper.
EFA, where 1z the asgessment analysis that is required
by law. This is unacceptable.

The retail portion alone at Atlantic Steel
is larger than Lenox Mall. And EPA states no impact.
We %aid we are staring down the bariel of a loaded
cannon, where that cannon is 134 feet wide and ik is
filled with cars and smog. And no impact on Ansiey
Park? B 124 foot wide bridge of 70 -- excuse me -- 83

million dollars of public money. We have been

M
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Lamkelniswl. This dan*t apart geoskh. 1L is 1
aqrouth.

We nay no ta mare cara and o L0 more Smog.
We say yes to protect & vibrant in—town historic

Ansley Park.

MR. FABNHAM: Ladies and gentlemen, [ am
Clint Farnham.

My wife Xitty and I raised cur femily on
Sewell Drive and Inman €ircle, We are among the newer
people in the neighborhood. We didn't aat Ehere unbil
1968

Why we came here., We saw the times of the
times, James Palsey, Phillip Alston, Devearsus
MeClabehy, James Sibley, Julia Msrcin, E;aple whe
suffer and mate. And bLhere was always somebody ==
somabody had a building, somebody had a gas tank,
somebody had an apartment house. They had to deal. We
were supposad to @at it

Well, with those giants in their time, we
didn't eat it. And that is why we have 1t today. When
we arrived, the new giants were on the scene. Tom Beck
and Tor McGulre, people llke that. Gladys down at the
City Council, wanted te get these peaple that we are

dealing with each time, that we were supposed to 2at.
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La gt @ ey oS, Ik la g ¢ ! . Bl
bs the TOT. The DOT is like a greviovad. The hosa

= and they are pointed straight out =-- over bhera with

the traffic flow of massive proportions that Chris

just teld you about.

Ladies and gentlemen, it i= sur twen. It i5
our turn. It is our turn to face this massive ;rojg:t
thet has come at 45 without one single soul of
congideration of any professional traffic evalustor,
urban planner demeanor. Uhat has not been behelden to
ane of the parties. What is the deal?

And that the dear eld neighborhood, the
gisnts that they are trving to put forth, te declds
for vs. ladies and gentlemen, you are going to near
the petiticners. This is 8 weak project. It has normal
abllities. 1t can be had. If yeu stay together. zoning
and planning people, we can be the people of our
times. It Is ours to keep for our solution.

LRl

ME. HUBERT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm
Richard Hubert. T represent the Ansley Park Civic
Agasciatien. And 1 live in Rtlanta, DeXaib Counlky.
and I practice law for a liwving.

I would say, Mr. Chairman, on this occcasion

te be charitable, that the key aid that has been
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offered in this cage L woafully anil shawalubly
inadacguate sl 1 am Afratd that It will pet pa=ss leqal
muster, And I must draw thabt to your attention in o
couple of specific ways.

First of all, in Ehe EA, there iz a segment
that thirteen counties surrounding, and including the
City of Atlanta and Fulton County are currently out of
campliance with Federal Alr Policy Conktrol
R!qulre;ents because this regisn has failed to
demonstrate that the transportation activities wgll
not exacerbate existing quality of air preblems or
create mew quallty of air problems in the region.

How, having sald that, we are al=o aware,
HE. Chairman, that there are two Federal Court arctions
presently pending dealing with air guality and with
water quallby that are currently ordered that bind the
ER and every agency of the government.

Az we look at the Environmental Protecticn
Agency, EPA, which it seems to me nothing more than &
aupsclicial analysis of what is abeut Eo occcur here,
we read this important statement: The EPM, Mr. West,
which you have teuted so much is emperimental in
nature and 15 unlike any other TPH previously
proposed.

Haw, our problem is that we are not enly

2%
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lealing with a suparlicial ralyEia of hax 4
environmental effects are| w2 arz coentrentel with Sve
Court Orders as te our fallure *n comply in the past.
but we alsp have a totally experimental project here
Lo try out for the first tim= on the City of Atlanta
mid-town area, and specifically the Ansley Park Civig
Adsoclation. And T suggest. Mr. Chalrman, that that
might be subject to challenge. It certeinly indicates
that we ought nrot to be the guinea pig in terms of how
we live and how we @XIST In this community.

We are also led that there 1s water problems
in this area. I read with interest Hr. Copeland’s
incredible statement &2 to hes we could provide water
guabity and meet the compliance requirements in the
EA. 1 suggest to you that theze has bv“_-r: 8 compacht of
three states, and we Attenpt to avoid a Supreme Court
decigion an those mreas, and thay talk in grave terms
apeuT fhe eifect of water quallty on this State and
its existence as well as our surrounding states.

And yet, with some sort of back of the hand
mation of complisnge, Me. Copeland says, oh, we can
supply us with water, in an ares that has been
contaminated for lo these many years by grounds of
contamination, that is the founder of that -- of the

surface water and the contaimmen: pelicy of the EPA'=

i)
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mipnasadly efforbs to claan up that site,

Mr. Chairmans it is our contepblon Ehat £l
analysis that has been done undec the Cleman Air Acl
has besn the subject matter of our commonts. And when
we commented on it; we showed in graphic detail I
think, the fact there has teen a neglect of
determining what the hot spots of ohy, no, will be. We
have shown that you have not considered what the
ratail traftic counts will Be in terms of, that you
have used as your medel, the traffic count on I-75/95,
And the process is flawed heyond repair.

Therefore, if 1 am asked by my cliients, in
tarms Af this proceeding. [ weould say te them that 1
think that we are bBeing aet up for what I call the
push dance steps of the EPA once again.irhey will
issue the EN. Thay will approwe it. And we will be the
subjeck of a finding, a finding of no significant
impact.

1 believe that you should be aware of the
fact that if that happens, we shall entertain the
prospect of a FTederal lawsuit. fAnd in terms of thak,
we wWill net hang back from suggesting that what this
treact needs is a full blown EIS.

This 15 not just ldle talk. They have raised

the mchiey. They have hired me to do it, 1 am no
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Lrangar be these Limd of actions., I will nobt s

to tell you. And If the Agency ls supposed to be the
Environmental Protecticn Agency, as it calls itself,
you had better be environmenta exception agency as you
are performing here. That you will make sure that we
don‘t have to go te Court and It i= not necessacy.

I come with an olive brench, Mr. Chairman,
but I can tell you that with this study here, we will
not be able to consummate any ¥ind of this study hers,
we will not be able ko consummate any kind of
arrangement with thiz community and the problems that
we are conironted with here.

I thank you for the DPpparcunity.

R

MR, CCCLURE: My name is Sene McClure, ladies
and gentlemen, and I am a resident of 52 Gold Cirele,
Atlanta in the historic Ansley Park District.

And as a member and resident of the Ansley
Fark Civic Associaticn, I am here to state that the
Ansley neighborhood and ather mid—town neighberhoods
are now throatened with massive highway traffic
directed through our neighborhoeods the Georgia DOT's
proposed 17th Street bridge.

About & hundred years ago. that preat rabber

parcr, J. F. Morganm saic remember when somebody

Fs’
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propieass something, there are always Lwo ceassns,
good reason and the rsal reason.

How, ladies and gentlemen, toenight we are
going to hear what the real reason why 100,000 traffic
cara a day will he directed into mid-town
natghbarhaods.

ur massive highway traffic directed us from
this 17th Street bridge is going to show you the real
reason, This is the boondoggle brldge, because this is
the way the DOT cfficials hope ts obtain more hlghway
funds from the federal government to pave more asphalt
in Atlanta which will create more smog and pollution
in mid-town.

This i5 the greatest threat te our mid—town
neighborhoods in more than thirty peara:-ﬂhnt type of
property development could we support which creates
snog, pollution and more tham 100,000 new car trips
through this area. How will we ever handie it? HNo
wonder the Mayor of Jacksonville is lavghing at
Atlants. And no wonder that Atlanta has taken over the
embarrassing spot of Mumber 1 in the natieon for the
worst pollution and smog of any major metropolitan
aras.

It 15 ludicrous to suggest or to think that

we would believe that thete is no significant from a
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major bridge and road constrocklion projoct in this
neighbarhood, A bridge the size, sufficient to span
che Mizssisippl river -- if you have ever seen the
bridge [rom Memphls, Tennessee into Arkansas, you have
an ldea of what i= going to be placed into the
residential neighborhoods and into the midtown
business area of this community. What an unbelievakble,
unworkable, unmanageable nightmare thlis would be., 1
thdlr,.whth this much money beina involved, how do
the people of pur Stacte from all over the rural arcas
of Georgls feel about an =ighty to one hundred
million dellar beendoggle bridge being built in
Atlanta to help aid a private developer's project.

How, we are pleased that a contaminated
brown field could be reclaimed, pa:tL:uip:Ly LE it
ware a mixed use residential, work play environment in
the middle of our clty. But we are not excited about
having something that is three times the size of the
Mall of Georgia supported by Spaghetti Junction to
ruin the beauriful, exiszting midtown neighborhoods
that are the back drop for the growth. stability and
vitality of thia area.

Ladies and gentlemen, wWe must come to our
sgnses. KWe must use thoughtfulness in dealing with

this matter. Surely some elected official of our

1]
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State, our Legislature, our clty or some porsan who id
thoughtful at EFA, Georgla DOT; or the Governor's
Reglonal Transportaktion Authority will see this
situation as an opportunity te preserve naighborhoods
while promoting what could e a successful arban
redevelopment that is environmentally sound.

Let"s work together and make that happen and
stop this boondoggle bridae.

-
I

MR. PAXTON: Good evening. I am Greg Paxton,
Fresident of the Attorney General Trust Resoilrce
Preservation. Just for the fecord, 1 live in Anzley
Fark and | work across the streat. ;

Georgia Trust is not objecting to the
development of the Atlantic Stesl prnp¢;%y, Ve
though it is already invoclved in the demolition of a
deozen buildings eligible for the NMatisnal Register of
Historic Flaces. We aren't here tonlght to discuss
that issue. Bult Ehis demclition is cause for extra
care on the part of the project in the rest of this
area in avolding impacts on other historic resources.

The snvironmental sssessment prepared for
this proeject states, quote! ‘Implnnenta£1nn of the
proposed project would increase the amount of crafflc

on moat of the sntrances into Ansley Park and

n
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Foachiree Ehreeb.” But inexpllicebily oo linies iy
there 5 no adverse impact an Ansley Park Histaoric
bistrick,

Thia.is inconsistent with 4-F provisions of
the Maticnal Transportaticn Nocount and EA should be
smended to state that chere is aoversze affcct on the
Ansley Park Historic District.

To mitigate this effect, the Georgis Trust
proposes the fallowing changes external to Ansley Park
Historic Distriekt.

First of all, cpen up on southbound Buford
Highway Extension exlt currently onte Peachtree Road
Horth, that e=xit at that end of the old Equifax
Building, now IXL, remowe the right turn only barrier
23 That Cars can go elther north or =outh on Peachbras
from that exit as they used to do.

At that end of the Bufecd Highway Extension
South, -at the cermer where Rhodes South intersect
Feachtree Street, Just south of Rhodes Hall, allew a
similar right turn only cnto Feachtree Street. Remowe
it from cne place and put it on the other. Heading
| south into midtewn but not allewing traffic te ge
straight ecross into Ansley Park.

Thirdly, eon 17*" Street southbound, coming

off of the bridge, improve signage at West Peachtree

33
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Street to encourage use of Buford Highway Exkension tu
get to Monroe Drive and Weit Peachbres Strest. And
northbound -- further notthbound on Buford Highway
Extension, build a slip—-lane exit onto Monroe Drive
that comes up opposite the Aed Cross building to
funrel east -- west traffic directly onto Monroe and
avolid the neighborhood altogethar.

; Fourthly. On eastbound 17" Street at the
intersection of Peachtree Street, permit a right turn
ehly. This will deflect the traffic ceming off of the
bridge away from Angzley Park ocnce again.

The Georgla Trust supports the Ansley Park
Civie Assocdlation’s request for planning funding and
funding ta complement mitigation within the
neighborhood as part of this project, which will be
determined at the time the study is completed; and to
have s seat at the table in declding on and
implementing these measures.

Finally, the context of this praject. Thare
is no outlet for sast and westbound traffic in Atlanta
between 10" Street and Monreoe.

Rorth—soith, there iz twe pairs of ona—way
streets; Spring and West Peachtree and Juniper and
Fiedmont . And one two-way streets, Peachtree Street

south of Ansley Park. But if you pursue north, these
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five sLreats cunsolldate by o pear Ansley Park
iHisterle Distelet ifto only twe less efficlent tuo—way
streelts, Peachtree and Piedmont.

Il histeric [low-through neighborhoods are
to cemain stable, substantial imtroduction ef new cars
into these areas must be avoided. Historic
neighbarhoods with multiple entrance and exits acht
like 2 wetland filtering cars through. It is
tnappropriate to build a culvert thet directly dumps
cars inte & flew-threugh neighborhood, thereby making
lts residents threatened species.

In conclusion, if the Atlantic Steel Praject
develepment undermines the stability of Ansley Park
Historic District, the net gain fer “‘1iPta will be
dramatically diminished. We vroe the development of
mitigation measures that will allow successful
development of this project while minimizing the
negative seffects on midtown knsley Park for a totally
positive net gain.

Thank you.

MR. WEDDELL: Mr. Chairman, 1 appreciate the
opportunity to be heard. My name is Bruce Weddell, 1

Live mt 41 South Frado.

I have lived In Rnsley Fark for almost a
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thipd of 4 conbacy. [ am the past president ot the

fnsley Park Civic Assoclatlon. T hawve beoen - on the

Board of Directors For over a decads. 1 have served on

the Ansley Park Beautification Foundation.

B And I come te vou to endorse what has been
stated already, in opposition to the planning process
that we have seen,

Fraguently when the situation developes As
wa have suen-lt, there is an embarrassing silence when
people ask for a named plaintiff, one who is
definitely intereated and definitely attached there,
ang Whes BaE A ECARCE.

The Ansley Park Clvic Assoclation has a

-Eﬁamed plaintiff.

&

ME. JOMES: MWr. Chairman, my name is Milton
Jones.

I am a resident of Ansley Perk and live on
Peachtree Circle, 1 am a relatively new resident to
the area. But I am certainly mot a new resident to the
City of Atlanta. I have seen a lot of progress happen:
i have supported a lot of progress. And like my
neighbors, s=upport continued progress for the Clty.

But prodgress is an interesting thing.

Progress requires balance. What seems to be missing

36
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lwre:as Yhak Dalance s e d=meo (et 0 Faa
Reiphborhssd With aleng histeory: wibth streng
‘taditions for growth amd develepment and for
weathering the storm.

Be we have got a hurricans camihg in £ way
of this bridge. Az a meighberhood; as we look at Lhe
information that would have seen, as I have looked at
the charts tonioht and had conwersatien., there are
several guestisns come te mind.

Humber 1 i a design that calls far mislti—
modal use of the bridge. There has been no written
guarantee to protect against what happens if there is
no fTunding to cause the rapid transit piece or the
Lranzit piece [o happen and to cause the bridge to be
nine lanes for automobiles, or eight lanes for
automabiles. That iz a major concern.

Secondly, there ism discussion but no
funding. And discussion without funding is
meaningless. 5o there has been funding made NEeCesgary
to Ansley Fark to implement any changes of any studies
that were spoken to in the decuments that you have
handed, to have studies withour funding means that we
are Left with no ability to take action.

Third, in earlier documents there was

Premises made regarding tax allocation district

o]
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tiinding for soma polalilsorbheols . THaAE BAE mavse Teao
dens. tn the hisloty in bhe history of bthat capsbibicy
of Georgia. It is & hallow promise,

Fourth. The traffic projectionz inadequately
considers a surface flood of traffic through Historle
Ansley Park and lessor developed areas to this naw
development. And that is a major concern.

Fifth. And T guote from your documsent handed
oukE tﬁhiqht. "Traffic conditions on soms roadways and
intersections in the study area are predicted to
worsen with implementation of the project, as compared
to the no astion alteérnative,” Again, that is a direct
quote. Thiz is why there should Be na 17" Street
extension east of Spring Street in order bto protect
Ansley Park roadways from these abominable outcomes.,

And then at last, the memorandum of
understanding that you refer to. to address community
concerns is meaningless without specific commltment of
funds to Ansley Park and other affected pelighborhoods
to implement changes to overcome these concerns and
izssues now and in the future.

Thank you,

I
HMR. GUBERMAM: Sidney Guberman, a residspt af

Ansley Park.

iR
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When gur Representative, Mabhy Achoo:
witered the bullding this. evening with lher silofi, &k
wa= teld that ne signs were allowed insida the
building.

T underatand that this project is wreth
millions and millions of dollars, not only to the
developers and te the owners, but to our servants, the
Georgia Department of Transportation. They have
fargotten whose servants they ace.

Four years age when this post—warrant boom
was seaking in.. said the cars has got Lo be
controlled. That hasn't happenad. But ak least the
automobile has been rained in almost every day, but

not in Atlanta.

The 17" bridge is planning 2 monstrosity.
And it is altogether inappropriate as part of in-town
Atlants, where almost magically has a scale of human
and at the same time accommodating the several office
buildings or travel circuits.

The City of Atlanta hag concerns that the
existing City of Atlanta sewser lines and Treatment
facilithies are right at capacity.

Bo, that is all 1 have got to say. I think
it is a bad idea. And 1 think that many of the people

who are establlshing are bLrying Lo screw us.

£
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HA. COMART: My mama is Lavrencs CowWwart. T
live ‘at 1B Park Lane In Ansley Park. I am a member of
the Ansley Park Ciwvic Assecclation.

1 have been a resident of Ansley Fark for
thirty years. Longer than some, nob as long as many.

Bnsley Park is a beautiful place. I suggest
you go leok at it. And Ehe reason 1t is a beautiful
place is because of the people ln this room,

And it atarted forty yesrs ags, recovering a
reighborhood that was detericorating very rapidly. And
made iE inte one of the prettiest neighborhocds, and
mast beautiful living places im the city of Atlanta.

And the reason it Ls, is hecngﬁe you paople
fought, amd we have fought and we will continue Eo
fight, because without fighting for the thinga wWe have
prepared and preserved to make this a neighborhood,
all of the work in the last 34 years would ba gone ==
and ta decrease somebthing ungsually beautiful in this
part of the City, I think it would destroy something.

And my message i3 very simple, I would hate
to say that this project would nat have any lmpact on
Analey Park defies common sense. I don't see how they
cen stand up and say it will heve no impact on this

beautiful neighborhood.

40
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HS. BIGGINS: My name iz VYeromica Biggines. 1
am a member of the Ansley Park Civic association. My
husbard Framklin and I live in Peachbtree Clrcle
between 16" and 17"" Street.

I love looking at this map that you have
mounted, because you have a number -- you have used,
what, eight, nine lanez that ends nowhere. Where they
end and what happens &5 in my back yard. It concerms
me greabtly.

There are certaint things that come Co mind.
Afterthought. I think that Ansley Park is an
afterthought . It became an un-huh. Nheq WE a5 &
neighberheed raised ocur hand and sald what? We are
here.

Blue skies is ancther tecm Chat comes Lo
mind. For those of us who live in the City, it becomes
rare for us to see blue skies.

hnother thing that comes to mind 1s respect.
As a community, I think we pay a lot of monay when it
comes to taxes. When ] think about the EPA and what we
do, when I think about Ehe Department aof
Teansportation, and I think about where their salaries

cope from, [ Think about the amount of money that we
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put inm the prol that goss teward thab. And 1 <oul

wou Lo respeact s as a4 Coliminily, to respect thse fact
that it would be wery hard for us to take our
children, as we walk gur dogs every day -- as I look
at the traffic that Is increasing now as I try to back
out of my driveway which has becoms almost an
impossible process.

Bay you respect us and give strong
consideration to where you are in your proposal in
thinking absut the fact as a neighborhood, we have
been there and continte to be there, and we have --
we are nob going any pleace, So I would ask you te not
allow -- to respect the blue skies and to respect us
a5 individuals.

Thank youl.

e

MR, EVINS: Hella. I am John Evins. I Live at
1211 Barnes Streat in Home park. .

I am not necessarlly one aof yvou all. but I
certainly empathize with what you are saying.

I am & walker. I love to walk in clties. I
think it is a beautiful city te walk. I . wish the
Sidewalks were a bit wider.

And which brings to mind the plan that we

are smeing fonight. It séems to have been a monster

a1

|
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from what 1 had originally heard from the developers
fer Atlantic Steel. And it seemed like, there was =o
much discussion about current activity, which I
theught was a really nice work, because we are
beginning to be more connective.

But the manner in which we ars connecting,
the plan zeems to Ee disintegrating more than
cennecting, in the Sense that we aro giving lip
mervice to transportation and transit alternatives,
but giving red Earpet to the cac=,

We don't have any more resson for cars. If
we have more lanes, we have more caps to put bhem. We
ate just going to be run over by cars, really. T am a--
Wwalker.

I alao drive my car too. But I do it with a
little bit of restraint. At least 1 plan my day to do
that. And I think it ig Fessible for all of us in this
Took, including those people wha want to use this
facility, can alss do the same thnng:

Thank you.

‘e

HE. JIUNTA: My name is Jennifer Jiunta; and
we live in Inman Circle. We have been coming to Angley
Fark -- we have been here about Live years,

I proviows]s 12vedl §n Hanhattei. T anvewrtds
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of our City, was people and not just amount of cars.
1t was built for pedestrians te live and work and play
in this ramily. It ie not something that we feel the
planners did for us.

i have s degree in design. And T hawe —- I
have been professicnally a designer for Fifteen YEears.
The design I am lecking at.. we are not follewd. Make
it mare workable,

Thank you.

M5, FLOCKS: Sally Flocks, PEDS. PEDS is &
nen—profit organization dedicated to making metro
Atlanta safe and accessible to all pedestrians. ARd it—-
wasa anything to say I am very exclted sbout this
access that this bridges will provide to a walkable
mixed use community. T think this project is very
sizeable and I don't want us te forget that.

1 have a few concerns, however, absut
safety. One is the concern seems to E: limited to
speed of 35 miles an hour. The Geargia DOT has satd
that having a higher designed speed will increase
safety because it creates a longer sigh distance or
longer line of sight. What they are forgetting is that
when we drive faster our field of vision shrinks. Yel

vihon yom are dodnn &t b Iewsr ppecd, VO soR 8 e




€Ty

22

e

cirele and you see the surrounding area. including the
sidewalk and the optical band. When you are going this
side, you see nothing but the land ahead and maybe a
tiny fragment on the lanes on either side.

Since this is a transportation conteol
measure, we nesd to get special concerns about the
safety of the pedestrians and the bicyclists. And you
won't be giving that with & design speed of 35,

In addition, studies show that if a
pedestrian is hit by a motorist traveling EU.miIEE an
hour, the risk of death is just five percent. If they

are hit when a driver is golpg thirty, the risk of

death is forty—five percent. And if the driver iz® -

geing forty, the risk of death is eighty percent = 1
am sorry, eighty-five percent.

This safety issue needs to be addresszed on
the bridee by reducing the design speed. In addition,
we have a3 spesding ismsue in Ansley Park that needs to
be addressed. I think this increase in traffic from
this iz inevitable, but I think there is much that gan
be depe te mitigate the speed and reduce the speed.
And I think that funding needs En be dedicated or
traffic count in an area—wide way.

1 don't pgree with the meijghborhood sbaut

the bencfite of closing the traffic 17 SL vl
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because then it will just all flew onto Beverly and
Peachtree Circle. But I do think it is critical that
you prepare for it to Fflow throughout the
neighhorhood, Because traffic is like dewil, you are
gain@ to fill up whatever opening is avallable. And we
need to be prepared with area—wide traffic counting
that is funded by the DOT.
Thank yau.

MR. BARRY: My name is Rogers Barcy. And 1 am the

vice—president of the Ansley Park Civic Rssociation. I

reside at 19 Maddax Drive, and 1 have been for the

pag{ sevaral years ocne of the representatives frﬁi e
Anstey Park at our nelghborhood planning.,

1 have also been, until just recently, vice—
chalir aef HTD.

This has been a very long process. 1
certainly have been invelved in it frem the beginning.
But Fhere was this big flaw at the beginning.

Aned I want ta put it on record. Mr. West and
1 have discussed this before, but at the beginning of
the process when EPA hired, I believe EPD, Clark Gable
to manage this address. 1 had te beg to get inkto the
meet ings, And T was nol allowed to participate. T was

allowed Lo chiorve.

iy
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And at that time I spoke with Ms. Bless and
cthers who were present, and including the developer
and other consultants. And I sald, on your map at that
time, the subject area stopped at Peachtree Stregt.
Mow it goes to Peachtree Circle.

50 at that time, I informed wyou that the
world didn't end at Peachtree Street, and that you
Wwese moking a very, very huge mistake by not including
Ansley Park in the beginning.

Since that time, all of the parties have
closed guns to understand that the noise that was
coming out of Ansley Park was not just in incoupei?}
and that it was real. What I am saylng here tomight
is this isn't the end of environment azszescment.

We are at the beginning. And what I wish to
inferm 1 have to serve and represent my neighborhood,
And none of the parties, none of the patential
canveyors of any kind of memorandum or belief should
for one moment not only underestimate my community’s
resolve to defend itself and teo, you know, look after
in a fair way and consider there, bu* that we will &a

it forever.

H5, ADAMS: 1 am Sharon Adams., My husband Rl

and 1 live at 56 Westminster Drive in Ansley Park. We

an

FOr Taa

B 2 B ¥

have been residents of the park for fifteen YEars.

What 1 have to say may be largely
reiterative of what already has been said, but By
experience this evening leads me here to the
microphone .

1 came inte the room next door and walked up
to the chart and invest myself in a discussion betwean
a young-waman and a DOT representative talking about
the effect of the bridge on 17" Street traffic. And
his comment to her was that It was hoped thakt traffic
would use West Feachtree, And she was commenting that,
the fact that it would proceed sast on 17" Strest to
Peachtree Street. And T then suggest that it wouldn't
Etop at Feachtires Street, but might flow" through
Ansley Park. And also that there was an encrmsus
amount of traffic to be expected to turn through from
Piedmont to Peachtree. It happens now. There i= no
reason to think that it wauldn't continue to happen in
ever larger numbers.

Ultimately, he conceded that the traffic in
Ansley would be increassd, But if I understood him
correctly, his comment was that it would not be
unacceptable under current DOT standards as applied to
urban streets,

Hy thought at the time, and I think I made
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a comment to him, that Chose strests wera designed in
the urban present century when traffic was light and
slow, Anvbody who lives there now knows that it is not
light any more. Those strests are abused now by people
who cut through speeding.

1 don®t expect people to stop coming Ehrough

Ansley without reconfiguratlen of those streets in a

‘way that I don't think will ever happen. But I de

-expect choperation despite DOT, to come up With a

traffic plan that implements other ways Lo Access --
for east—west access, and provide funding, and the
tools where the pecple in Ansley Park could protect
themselwes. And say that the flow will be acceptable
or not unacceptable, 1 think -- I feel issulted both
persenally and as a member of the Ansley Park Ciwvic
Rszociation.

Thank you.

DR. ROGERS: I am Harrison Rogers. And 1 am
not a resident of Ansley Park. I am a Board Member of
the Atlanta Medical Heritege that owns Bcademy of
Medicine on West Peachtree Strest below the Biltimore.
1 am a member of the First Fresbyterian Church Lhat
zits on Peachtree at 1€"". 1 am an Atlants citizen and

1 pay taxes to the City.
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1 have heard several things tonight. First
of all, I heard that we are looking for the best
possible gatéway bridge for this property. I have also
heard the need for east-—west craffic sclutions, from
the project to the rest of the city. I heard the
requirement for a mechanism to minimlze a traffic dump
or drop on Peachtree Street directly inta Anslsy Park.
I have heard for a need to consider the esthetic needs
of all of our new and old citlzens of midtown.

And this is an important area. We are all
aware of the tremendous grewth of midtown thak is
9oing on today and the nseds of these for more halp.

I fesl that there is posslbly an innovatiwve
appreach, an innovative sclubtion ko these deeds. And I
wourld suggest that yeu seriously conzider, cover the
expresawsay with a continuous bridge frem 17™ Street te
5" Street, cover it with dirt, plent grass, plant
trees, and have a wonderful park in this area. Have
Places for those folks in midtown te walk and play and
send thelr children to play. This could ba a great
thing. It could open all of the streets, nll.bt the
crosc Streets, minor and majer From east to weat. NHo
problem at all. You could have them as wide or as
narsow as you nesd.

And you talked absut a best possible gateway
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bridge. Can yvou imagine a better gateway bridge than a
Park 1n the center of the City of Atlanta under which
all of the traffic [lows.

Thank you.

HR. HAILES: Briam Hailes. T live in the
Prade,

I was going to talk numbers. I den't beliesve
in giving numbers. I think that is incorrect.

In the light of what was said earlier maybe
it is best to talk in gensralities -- how to make
pointa. I think it is Eime to put me on the table.
But, new, we have heard the passion and determination
of these residents of Ansley Farck. And this is net
relevant to the function and specialty of the EPA and
the DOT.

But there are twe contingencies that we are
concerned about. The politicians who have qruund.fiald
recollection forget. And the developers who have
millions of dollars involved.

Wow, earlier on, we heard how Ansley was
teclaimed from the drug dealers and motorcycle gangs
of the 19602. Well, today, Ansley Park meighberhood is
doctors end dentists, accountants. teachers, bankers.

There is more lawyers then you can shake a
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stick at. So guess what? It Lks the preliminacy way.

S IE's not our intention to kill the brown
hill project and cost the developers hundreds of
millions of dollars. You hawve been there longer than
the politicians and the developers. And ([ necessary.
you will accost the politiclians and brown hill
developers. And it will cost the developer hundreds of
millions of dellars.

50, to me, it is very simple. Maybe it is
time for these people to get smart. =it down at the
table, cut a deal that meets the nesds of the
residents of Ansley Fark and then everyone will be
happy. We will ba able to protect ocur beloved
neighborhoed in—town and the peliticians will have
their proud recognition, and the develnﬁers will their
hundreds of millions of dollars invested. If mot, I
think everyone is specifically in danger and that is
just my way of thinking,

M5, HAMMOND: My name is Jane Hammond. I
would like to speak thia evening on behalf of the
Atlantians For In-town MWeighbors, It is a group
consisting of residents from thirteen neighbsrhoods
across the City. It makes the alliance of Ansley Park,

28 Home Park, midtown, Morningside. Lenox Fark,
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porthside and Fiedmont Park, Ridgedale Fark, Sherwood
Forrest, Virglnia Highlands, Kirkwood and Garden
Hills, And thiz.ls a neighborhood for lo,; many. many
thousands of wvotes.

The Alliance actually is opposed ta the 177"
streat bridge bacause Lkt uses a historical area az a
dumping ground for traffic, We are nokt againat the
development of the Atlantic Steel project. We want Che
EFA, th; developers, the City and State officlals to
realize that the establlished nelghborhoods in the
midtown ares are vital ke the success of this project.

Wa have been here safequarding this midtown
gnd twenty—four hour community for close to a hundred
years. The wiable neighborhood in the Lﬁ:tuwn plays a
huge part in the storm of development that is taking
place in this area of town.

The Arlantic Steel project would not be here
it we ware not here. Fow, this type of plan can lead
to the destruction of Ansley Park and other midbown
neighberhoode. The neighbarhood seas thiz as a notice
ot precedent setting for developing in their
community. So we have voted to stand together to
oppose the bridge as Lt is currently proposed.
offisially, the signs, the placerds and the ocpponenta,

mnd the way it ends at Peachtree Streeti where 1t 1=
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pouring some thousand of cars inte all of the
neighborhoods. and let me respect that. all of the
neighborhoods in midtown.

Maynard Jackson said that neighborhoods are
the crown jewels of Atlanta. You may not enjoy this.
i

MR. LAMAR: My name ls Tom Lamar. And I am
about to be a resident of Ansley Park. I represent my
family and others in Atlanta who have multiple
interests in this project.

The first thing I noticed is that no one
this ewaning, not the DOT, not the EF5, has mentioned
or discussed the notion of this environment. There is
no discussion at all abouk trees. There is mo
digcussion at all about parks.

I moved to a beautiful City that i=
concerned about its environment. And has great impact
on our great nation. 1 believe that when 1 asked the
quastion. could any DOT enginear or EFA official., have
you taken inte account the impact of the loads of cars
that should increased when the cars wers brought inte
the area. They say the cars still weight the same. And
that is unbelievable uneducated answer Lo a wvery blunt
iasue.

Sewer lines. That is the envirenment. Back-
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ups, broken lines, costs, dig up the straets, tree
roots don't exist only where the trock hits The
ground, They go out a lot, depending on the hefght of
the tree. Impact of traffic on roads whers beautiful
trees that cover the asphalt. and keep 1t cocler.
Frotest the air quality.

The southern oxygen program performed at
Georgia Tech, founded by the United States government,
pushang.chrqia Tech, Mumber 1 air guality study about
parks this year, shows that the problem with our great
ailp = ity In the State of Georgia ls coal burping
power planus and automotive emission. combined with
loss af trees., Remove the trees apd you add asphalt.
¥ou increase the heat. And se on and so forth. It is
not in the study. ]

This is the hnqinnlng. Thank you for
including us inm the marly stages of this design
process, It is very clear that the one sketch that we
saw, which is missing any many lines and many
thoughts, [s the beginning.

Thank you for letting us be hers.

HE. BROWH: 1 Am Lake Brown, a fifteen YEAD
resident of Ansley Park.

I think the Atlantic Steel project is
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wondecrful. It is geing to be -- ds much for Atlanta
in the long run. It also must share the downsize as
wall by taking increase in traffic.

The Ansley Park Ciwic Asscociation, is
proposing that traffic be stopped at 17 Street and be
routed in a different direction. They also say that
traffic should be allowed on Peachtree Circle. The
traffic is golng to get to Highlands, the other side
of town seme way. And alss in Ansley Park, the Froblem
is on Ansley Fark. Unfortunately, I think that has to
be utilized more. Again, departure from fillers,
utilizing more 4-way stops. The traffic can be =lowed
rapidly throwgh Ansley Park and have to stop Every
couple of streets.

Thank you wery much,

MR. BRITTAIN: My name is Hancy Brittain.

And 1 bave Lived in Ansley Fark for 32
years. I have raiged my children there. And what a Joy
it has been to live in downtown Atlsnta. And thanks to
the pecple who have worked so hard for us over the
years, because I tell vou, my kids were able to walk
in the park and without worry abeut gqtfinq hit by
CArs.

Blesz Yyour hearte, those of you who are
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there now, 1 want teo see your kids. You have gob so
many people already coming through the neighbharhoods,
And we all kEnow What thisz weird bridge is going te do
in the future to us if we don't do something.

1 would ask that a tzxaffic expert bpe hired
by the development company and next door, about why
there would be an exit from 75-85% to this new
developnent, but there would be no entrance back onto
the expéassw:y.

And 1 am reminded of an old commercial on
televialen ssveral years ago. You remember the Roach
Motel. The bugs could get check in but Chey couldn't
check out. Well, I am afraid that is what have got,
because we have got te find a way to get to work. That

is only TS5—BS5. We =an't get to work.
Rl ]

MR. RUDDERMAN: My name is Randy Rudderman. I
liva with my wife con Inman Circle,

And we are not opposed to progress; new jobs
and certainly not development. My concsrn regarding
the project is based on the day that 1t new becomes
salf—validated. In terms of value, It has enormous
potential for revisionary development but it has yet
te demonstrate this to anybody.

You know, examine your own data. The date

0
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that you have got cut there. And your average annual
daily traffic flow. And we all talk about the traffic
that they are talking abeout, Peachtree going north,
Peachtree going south. Their own data states the
northbound traffic after the bridge, going in front of
Rhrdes Hall and Peachtree, i3 going to be left of the
bridge. Right in there. The ssuthbaund traffic on
Feachtree in front of Symphony Hall and Colony Square
will be left of the bridge, '

1 asked four of the aofficials from DOT
tonight if they belisved this. And net & single one of
them could respond. Mr. Chairman, you expect us to
take you abt your word, that your own people don't
believe your own data.

We also heard that mxcessive ﬁ]ans ko the
plans that are, you know, greskt wision For our
future. Now, we are opposed to plans based on
conclusions, based on wvarlous data that we were given.

Thank you.

MRE. KOBLENWNTZ: Michasl Eohlentz. I livwe in
the KPI West Loring Helights.

h few years back I attempted Eo gain a
CONSensus among the NEFU E neighborhoods to develop a

position regarding the Atlantic Stee! Redevelopment.
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find after many meetings and negotiations with ths
developers, 1 sponsored and the NPU paseed by an eight
to zero vate, which ineluded Ansley Park 1 might add,
A resoclutien which included many eenditions to suppart
the redevelopment of Atlantic ESteel.

One neighbarhood, Home Park, abstained cn
the wote. However, later om, because of the input and
suppert of Home park, the project evelved into a more
urhan a;l-nted mixed use site which would be woven in
4 far gredter way with their own neighborhood,

In the last year or two, & ravislonist view
of history has emerged which would make one thing
that neighborhoodes wers somehow left out of the
process, I was at the first meeting held on this
Project with the most adjacent neighbu:;nod:, Loxing
Heights and Home Park, as util 88 Georgia Tech. And I
can attest four years er so later, that neighbarhood
input was not only sought but most of the conditions
adapted, including the 17" Street bridge, were put
into the final documents as a result of negotiations
betwean the neighborheed and the developer.

In fact, as an eight year and lengest
Serving member of the Nat Flanning Unit E, and with
scorea of projects and developers which have come

online in the last few years, particularly in midtown,
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ne developer has been more forthright and negotiable
than the Atlantic Steel Developars led by Charlie
Brown. I have seen the good ones and the bad ones, and
many over the years have had ne regard for the
surrounding community. Some have besn openly hostile
of neighborhood lmpact =-- input. Soms have attempted
to avoid the process and thelr shoddy and
inappropriate buildings and developments are thelir
lastinqlleuacy ta Atlanta.

In the last few years, some of us have
created a third way of locking at development in
Atlanta. Instead of the nate in my neighborhood
approach of some cities and neighborhesds, and the
growth at any cost of others, we have attempted to
promote the balanced projects which mix ;aund and
amart land use with prnritability. Particularly as= a
result of both RFO E, the vigilance of the Midtown
Neighborhood Associatien and the foresight of the
Midtown Alliance, growth has been planned with a
purpose. Pedestrian friendly bulldings, mixed use,
green space; have been some of the precequisites of
most plans. As a result, midtown has become midbown.

There are two guestions that hawve to be
asked of growth: will it be smart growkth and will the

burden of the projects be equally distributed? This
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ieads me back to Atlantic Steel.

This site has been legacbted for many yeaf:a
and growkth was goimg to come one way or another. My
feeling Ls that the projest iz sound and the burden is
equally distributed. We take a hit in Loring Heights
as a result of the 17" Street bridge. There may be
mone excessive traffic coming into the neighborhood.
However, we feel that the 17°* Street bridges relieves
10" and 14™ Streets which are bottlenecked and are
used gll of the time by our residents,

We don't know definitely how it will all
play out. There are no certainties. The point is the
growth had te happen. This was a developer we could do
business with. It will na lenger be an npvlscnmnn!nl
pyssore. And we as a nalghbn;hand are willing to take
some risk for the greater good of the project. Yes,
there are no hundred percent guarantees on traffic,
but overall we are locking at a A-L plus.

We feel that other neighborhoods should
share this attitude. Some risk, yes; but let’s look at
the big picture. And there are safeguards and
something called good will and trust that has
developed between the neighborhoods, most of them, and
the developers that if something unforeseen appears

will be dealt with. We have the assurance [rom the
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City and we will hold them accountable and we will
sign the memoranduin of understanding.

Atlantie Steel, now Atlantic Statieon, can be
a model of in—tewn grewth and a firm and clear
statement against a sprawl. Let's get on with the

show. Mo more delays.

M5. PETERS: In the intersat of time I will

Just make @ short statement. I am in the real sstate

business, And T am sure it must be great to ger eight

million dellars in public funding for one developer.
.

MR. DEDEMADAS: I am Peter Dedemadas ==

VOICES: Can't heat you.

MR. DEDEMADAS: I am Peter Dedimadna. I own
some property at Morthside Deive and Bishop. This
project will imcrease the ground. not for me, not for
you, all of the pesple -- {inaudible),

I say one thing. You are good people. But
some people -- [lnaudible)

Thank you very much. Thank you.

M5. KLENBORT: Good evening., My name is
Marcia Klenbort, and I am here as a citizen of

Atlanta

2
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1 happen to live in Ansley Parck. But I am
very aware that our nelghborhood is just one af the
nelghborhoods being impacted, And I would like to
speak to several of the proposed ideas. that T think
are volecing a disaster to the entire elty.

We cannct stand & new major mall at the
Atlantic Steel site. 1 do not kpow te acgept whether
this is a done deal or whether the deals have been
macde, h;t we cannot stand a mall, which ecars and
traffic 1ike malls do. We can't stand the traffie that
the mall will bring. And whether it comes off on this
dreadful 17'™ Street or whether it gets to use some
octher way. We sinply cannot stand this traffic,

- We could stand non—astesobile alternatives.
And all of us have got te figure out sna; way that we
are going to make plans for ;ha City that do not
depend on us each getting one parson, ams at a time,
in automebiles. It is just going to kill ws all.

We can't stand the terrible air guallty thar
we know from this traffic, by, very hopeful, after
tonight, because I think that perhaps the best park
about this meeting is that the Atlanta pecple have
found each octher, and ewven though there sheuld been
presence in the most outspoken spokespersen in this

group, I believe that the neighborhoods and that ali

63

il

"

18

of the citlzens in Atlanta were concerned about these
things.

I weote a letter to the EPA on July 14,
1999, And [ will read a slight bit of it. As far as 1
can understand all of my letter of objections did was
to get ms on Ehe mailing list, so 1 have gotten
aleshel other of things that 1 cannot understand in
the mail from the EPA.

- I wrote im this letter that the purposs of
developers and development ie to make money. The
purpose of residential neighborhosds. once we get our
own families cared for, is the be the collective
bowler that preserves the City. The purpose of the EPFA
is teo protect City residents and institutions that

h
already exist from the irrektrievable e:éainn which
destroy needs and developments in the City itself.

Thank you.

HR. HOFEARRTH: 1 am Dennis Hoffarth, I am the
Exgcutive Director of the htlanta Bicyele Campaign, We
work in the ten county region, but we are situated in
the City and we like living in the City.

I am hot a resident of Rnsley Park. But I am
thinking about moving there. It sounds like & nice

place to live, | do live in a inner eity neighborhood

i
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and we are reclaiming some of that., Buot 1 think that
it iz so lmportant that any project you develop with
some sort of vision, nokt -- well, maybe put it this
Wiyt One snvironmental hero of mine once said: You
can't do one thing. In other words, you have one thing
in mind but yeu have lots of side effects that could
be affected here,

one of the things you need to stand pat on
in this City is that we will protect the inner City
neighborhoods. Probably the thing that has had the
mest impact in inner Clty nelghborhoods ovar the years
iz transzportation projects. 5o I hope that == frankly;
I was not aware of some of these issues before the
meetings. Like you had the protest table out there,
But I certainly heard some things that ;ivr ng pause
as far as making sure we address some of these
neighborhood issues when the project is built.

At the same Clme, we have a lot of folks
wlith disability. And an exemplary example project
eazpecially internally and how it affects the
transportation for the future. To give an example of
how we can do the inner city and urban project that
will sncourage other eptiens. The City is totally
lacking in that. Thiz eosuld be the harbinger 1if it is

done right and protect the inner cliy DEIEHDDEhDﬂﬂE
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at tLhe same Lime.

Eomeone saild earlier that this was an
experiment . And you felt really -— you can't prove
that it is going to have the problem resulbing as Far
ag kraffic that you guys are claiming.

Some of the concerns we have from the
blecycle campaign is that it doesn*t seem to be loaded
with those position things that are cutting edge and
on the slopa for us for what cam be done aa far as --=
[ doen't Ehink it imcludes scme things that other
Cities are already doing.

S50 we are talking with the developer and we
would like Eo make sure that EFA iz aware of all of
the options that are avallable are maximizing the use
of transit, of biecycles and walking.

Those are our hﬁp:: of getting people out of
thesa cars. Some carpoeling. But by and large that is
going to be Che answer.

1 have got a couple of little specific
things far bieycle lanes. And them [ will submit
written comments by letter. The 14" Streat hridgs, yau
are building a brand new bridge that 1s not golng Co
be replaced for at least ancther elighty years. That is
the average. It has got to have bicycle lanes

included. If you don't have it on there now, please
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We like the idea -- this is the first time
we are going to see it in the Atlanta asrea; shared bus
and bike lanes. I was just up in Philadelphia and they
are deing it there. It is looking great. 1 wasn't tos
sure. But that is going to be & very imnovative idea
that eould be, helpfully spread through more of the
City owar the years.

Of course, we support that, as well as the
trails being bollt as part of the project to encourage
pecple to use their bicycle, And let's be reminded
Ehat bleyeling and walking alss help keep people alive
and healthy. And transit, if we don't have this
eshnnection, bicycling and walking tg the transit, it
Won't be used. So we need to make all uf*thea=
connections.

In that respect, I would like to see us look
at bike racks on the busses thit are going to be used,
And it will just provide a much larger capture area
fer those that want to ride bicycles, te set ta the
bus,

Internally, bicycle parking. We need mere
detall on that. We need more BENCOUragensnt for
businesses to actually work with theic employees to

not bring their cars (nto Ansley Park or anywhere
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else. Don't bring into the City, 1if you cam eeme in by
some other way. And oncéuragt - provide thoze
incentives to the employers and the land owners —-

the landlords, whoever ix providing property, there
are very frugal ways to do that. And we nesd Eo da
these state of the arc on this for this Project to he
trusted and this prodect to go forward and really show
a great thing.

Thank wyou.

HMR. LOTT: My name is Michael Lott, And T was
living in west midtown for ten years.

And I am going to say, I am a lictle
confused by the attitude of a lot of peocple here
tonight. And let me just belng up a EEU-thlhg: that,
the way I perceive things.

¥You have a ground kill. You have an area
that had ng trees. A factory —- texic waste, slowly
seaping inte our soil, contaminating our
neighborhoods .

And the government and a private industry
has agresd to come togebher and clean it up. That
seems like a great thimg. Mot ocnly that, they are
geing to put in a developsment which will provids

grocery -- hopefully 2 grocery stare, hopefully other

L1
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things that will serve our community as well as an
entertainment destination.

How, this is the thing that pecple -- I live
on the south end towards downtown. And the downCown
neighborhood, they have been clamoring for this kind
of development downtown. Build small, light
developments downtown, I don't understand what the
problem 1s. You are getting what we wished for.

; Kow, -you have the grest development here and
integrated well into Dak Park and Loring Helghts and
into West Midtown where I live, the other side of
Morthaide. Reclaim the neighborhoed. And then it would
be in great shape for us.

How, the bridge. You are saying, well, maybe
that is okay for those pecple over there, But I don't
believe in the nexus for ali of that. 5o what makes a
good City. When I was in Georgia Tech, going through
the architecture program, what nesded to be studied
was City planning -- which Georgia city did we look at
when we looked at good state planning? 5o it wasn't
Atlanka. It was Savannah.

Why Savannah? What makes most great major
Clties? HNot walls, not barrier=, not divisisns
batween, but connections. We need to get from ohe

place to the other, one n&lg’hhr_athaud next to the ather
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neighborhood. It seems like your neighborhosd wants to
ba a cul de sac. You want to be a Post Apactment
Complex. It seems like if you just put up a little
gate at every entrance, and that would solve ft.

And some of Us -— one part of the city to
the next part of the city witho9ut having to hedge the
highway te get to one place from the other. T like ta
walk down streets and go from one place ta the other.
This bridge will help you walk, 1t will yom fight, it
Will help you get areund. It won't help me drive
through your neighbarhosd to get to something on the
other aide.

Host people now -- most pesople that T have
#ver talked to don't even know how to get cheaugh
Ansley Park. There will be mutiny. Sa I wish that vou
would look at Atlanta's lequéy of building bypazses.
S0 named, as the new roads that have been planned,
there were roads over time -—- dividing the interest
and about keeping people from getting ane place to to
other; throtgh the ‘605, we were notorious of putting
inrcads to divide white neignborhoods from black
felghborheods, dividing poor nelghborhoods frem
affluent neighborhoods. People weuld go so far ss to
Put roadolocks in the middle of the road. They

wouldn't liwe in the same area &4s the other quys .,
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That seems what you guys =-- like what you
guys are trying to do. You are too good te be parkt of
our side of Cown. 811 I am saying is let’s connect
downtown, be a clty, a community, not a cul de sac.

Thank you.

HR.RO35: Thank you for allowing me to speak.
My name is Jeff RAoess, I live in Home Park. And my
concern sbout this project is that, T wanted tg -— 1
wander if anyone knew dhout che Atlantic Steel Project
when 1t was in operation. It was the largest producer
of airborne carcinogens in i1ts day. IL has been shut
down for some Cime now. Bur those produckts are still
in the soil.

And == excuse me. ] didn't pré;at& for this.
But I was noticing By window sills getting very dizrty
lately. And I am sure that these parcels are not the
cleanest in the world. &nd I wanted the EFA te make
sure melthod of keeping that site watered down while
they are doing this destruction, is important, and it

iz not merely setting & set of standards im an office

building.
Thank wyou.

[Fublie hearing concluded)
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The within and foregoing Public Hearing was
taken before me as stated tn the caprion, and the
seme wes reduced to writing by the undersigned.

I further certify the within and foregoing
pages 1 chrough Tl COnSCituCes a bLrue, COCTeCH
and complete transcripkt of the proceedings as
recorded by the uvhdersigned in the within
captioned mATCer.

I Curcher cercify T am neither.of kin mor
counsel ce any of the parties, nor in anyway
interested Iin the aut come of said case.

This & day of October, 2000
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HOWARD E. WORLEY, CERTLFIED COURT REPORTAR
Certificate A-2 - RPR - CH
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