


UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF
PREVENTION, PESTICIDES
AND TOXIC SUBSTANCES

October 23, 2008

Dear Registrant:

The Environmental Protection Agency (Agency) signed the Reregistration Eligibility
Decision (RED) document for imazapyr on June 14, 2006 (see docket EPA-HW-OPP-
2005-0495). The imazapyr RED describes label requirements for Manufacturing Use
Products (MUPs) and End Use Products (EUPs). These label requirements must be
implemented during imazapyr’s product reregistration process, which is currently taking
place.

During this product registration process, the Agency found that environmental hazard
label language in the RED is inconsistent with the uses of imazapyr products. Although
MUPs are not applied to any aquatic or terrestrial site, the original RED environmental
hazard requirements for MUPs referenced application of the pesticide. The Agency is
therefore revising these requirements to address potential human health and
environmental impacts resulting from the manufacturing process (e.g. pollution
discharge). The Agency believes that the revised MUP environmental hazard
requirements are more protective of human health and the environment.

Additionally, because certain imazapyr EUPs may be applied to aquatic sites exclusively,
non-aquatic sites exclusively, or both aquatic and non-aquatic sites, the Agency is
revising RED environmental hazard label requirements to make distinctions among these
use patterns. The Agency believes that the revised mitigation language will clarify use
directions for aquatic and non aquatic uses of imazapyr.

The Agency’s revisions to the imazapyr RED label language are listed below, and are
consistent with the Agency’s Label Review Manual
(http://www.cpa.gov/oppfead/labeling/lrm/). The revised environmental hazard
language is also included in a comprehensive listing of RED label requirements in Table
1.




1. Manufacturing Use Product (MUP) Environmental Hazards Statement:

a. "This product is toxic to plants. Do not discharge effluent containing this
product into lakes, streams, ponds, estuaries, oceans, or other waters
unless in accordance with the requirements of a National Pollution
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit and the permitting
authority has been notified in writing prior to discharge. Do not discharge
effluent containing this product to sewer systems without previously
notifying the local sewage treatment plant authority. For guidance contact
your State Water Board or Regional Office of the EPA."

2. End Use Product (EUP) Environmental Hazards Statements (occupational
and residential):

a. For products ONLY applied to non-aquatic use sites:
“This product is toxic to plants. Drift and run-off may be hazardous to

plants in water adjacent to treated areas. Do not apply directly to water, or
to areas where surface water is present or to intertidal areas below the
mean high water mark. Do not contaminate water when disposing of
equipment washwater or rinsate. See Directions for Use for additional
precautions and requirements."

b. For products ONLY applied to aquatic sites:
“This product is toxic to plants. Drift and run-off may be hazardous to
plants in water adjacent to treated areas. Treatment of aquatic weeds can
result in oxygen loss from decomposition of dead weeds. This loss can
cause fish suffocation. Therefore, to minimize this hazard, treat 1/3 to 1/2
of the water area in a single operation and wait at least 10 to 14 days
between treatments. Begin treatment along the shore and proceed
outwards in bands to allow fish to move into untreated areas. Do not
contaminate water when disposing of equipment, washwater, or rinsate.
See Directions for Use for additional precautions and requirements."

¢. For products possibly applied to both aquatic and non-aquatic sites (same
as the original language in imazapyr RED label table):
“This product is toxic to plants. Drift and run-off may be hazardous to
plants in water adjacent to treated areas. Do not apply to water except as
specified on the label. Treatment of aquatic weeds may result in oxygen
depletion or loss due to decomposition of dead plants. Do not treat more
than one half the surface area of the water in a single operation and wait at
least 10 to 14 days between treatments. Begin treatment along the shore
and proceed outward in bands to allow aquatic organisms to move into
untreated areas. Do not contaminate water when disposing of equipment,
washwater, or rinsate. See Directions for Use for additional precautions
and requirements.”




If you have questions on the imazapyr RED or any of the revisions listed above, please
contact the Chemical Review Manager, Melanie Biscoe at (703) 305-7106 or
biscoe.melanie(@epa.gov. For questions about product reregistration, please contact Julia
Stokes in the Product Review Branch at 703-347-8966 or stokes.julia@epa.gov.

Sincerely,
SR ’
L M"“"j Lzl (, j’/
Steven Bradbury, Ph.D.
Director

Special Review and Reregistration Division
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