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We have received Monsanto's response to EEB's review of
the acute toxicity of Mon 7200 to Daphnia magna MRID No. 410015-
14. EEB expressed four discrepancies with the study. The first
two regarding test temperature and measurement of the test
temperature have been resolved by the registrant's response.
However, there were two other major concerns expressed by EEB. The
first involved poor percent recovery of the test samples and the
second and most important is that the study authors did not obtain
a valid dose-response curve (please see the attached DER for
specific details, section 14a.). Monsanto has completed a number
of toxicity studies with Dithiopyr and has used a solvent in each
of them because a solvent was necessary due to the low solubility
of Dithiopyr in water. However, for this particular study Monsanto
contends that a solvent is not necessary, because of the low water
solubility. The purpose of the LCsgstudy is not to assess a
compound's toxicity in relation to it's water solubility but to
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provide a valid dose response curve; consequently , solvent(s) may
be required to achieve this. Without a dose response curve and
accurate LCsg EEB can not use such data to support the registration
of a pesticide. These data are used to establish acute toxicity
levels of the active ingredient and to assess potential impact to
invertebrates by comparing toxicity information with measured or
estimated pesticide residues in the freshwater environment.

The study reported an LCsgvalue of > 1.1 mg/1l for 90.7%
ai. with no confidence intervals. The agency allows a "greater
than" ICspestimation when the value exceeds 100 mg/1l (ppm). For
the above reasons, EEB's position regarding the study remains the
same. Another study using an appropriate solvent (with a solvent
control) is required.



