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' L INTRODUCTION:
, Miles, Inc. submittéd a request for.a waiver from ‘the_w'orrker Protection: Standard
(WPS) reentry and posting requirements for granular product Aztec: ' o

1. DETAILED CONSIDERATIONS:

 Aztec 2.1% Granular inke}cticide contains 2.0 % phostebupirim (an organophosphate)
and 0.1 % cyfluthrin (a synthetic pyrethroid). Aztec is used to control corn rootworm, '
“cutworm and other. soil insect pests in corn. Aztec is labeled for application at planting-and
must be either banded, T-banded or applied in-furrow. All three methods of application.
include covering with soil or soil incorporation. L e Ege— S

Of the two active ingredients contained in the product, phostebupirim is the more . .
~ toxic active ingredient and also appears in a higher concentration. As such, WPS labeling is

based on the toxicity characteristics of phostebupirim. The toxicity of this active ingredient
- and product is summarized in the following.table: ‘ : g

" TOXICITY CATEGORIES

TEST ~ TECHNICAL . AZTEC 2.1%
Acute Oral | 1 | 2
Acute Dermal 1 3
Acute Inhal. 1 3
Eye Irritation 1" 3

*  Assumed Tox Categbry 1 based ‘on’de'rmal tesults.
'RESTRICTED RE-ENTRY DISCUSSION

‘ WPS requires a 48 hr re-entry interval for tox category 1 compounds. WPS also

- provides an exception (How to Comply Manual, pp 46 - 47) for persons entering treated
fields and expected to NOT contact the product. Soil incorporation is specifically mentioned
-as a reason for exemption. ' s

~ In the course of planting, there are no known cultural practices with corn that requires
a person to enter a planted/treated field and handle or disturb the soil thus contacting the
pesticide. The only person(s) in a field would be the planter and other employees that would
be considered either in the applicator or loader category and WPS requirements for PPE are
specific and adequate for these workers. - ' '
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OREB beliéves that soil incorporation of granular products (at the time of planting), -
. where there are no_known activities that result in contact with the soil or the product, qualify
for the exemption under the WPS and the re-entry interval may safely be waived. In the
case of corn, fields are not entered after plantmg until cultivation or herbicide appllcatlon is
‘needed.

POSTING REQUIREMENTS

WPS requxres both oral warnings and posting warning signs for those chemlcals Wthh
contain tox category 1 active ingredients. The same. exceptions as described above also.apply
to posting. Additionally, there are no cultural practices that would requu'e workers to enter a
freshly planted field, and uncover or expose the product

RS SO,

OREB beheves that soil incorporation of granular products (at the time of plantmg)
where there are no known activities that result in contact, qualify for the exemption under the
WPS and the posting requirement may safely be waived. The-oral warning provision should
not be waived. Applicators and land owners should provide workers information about the
planting and application of pesticides to ensure that the fields are not accidentally entered.

II. CONCLUSIONS:

OREB concurs with the waiver of the re-entry and posting requirements of WPS for
Aztec as long as the label only permits applications that cover or .incorporate the product at
_ the time of planting. This waiver applies to applications to corn or other similar row crops
where contact and re-entry are not expected. For crops where cultural practices involve
- reentry of other workers in the field at the time of plantmg, the postmg ‘and re-entry
reqmrements will remain. - : : . :
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