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In 2007, the EFED reviewed the study entitled, "An Investigation of the Potential Long-Term 
Impact ofClothianidin Seed Treated Canola on Honey Bees, Apis melli/era L." (MRID 
46907801), and classified it as Acceptable and as satisfying the guideline 850.3040 field study 
for pollinators. Recently, the EFED has reviewed this study again in light of additional field 
studies that highlight challenges in field study design and in response to concerns raised by 
stakeholders. Based on the new review, several deficiencies were identified that lead to the 
reclassification of this study as Supplemental rather than Acceptable. 

In this field study, control and treated plots were each 1 hectare in size and paired, so that 4 sites 
were established with a control plot paired with a treated plot. These plots were separated by a 
minimum of250 m. The study author states, "Of23 back-up control nectar samples, 2 (field 
EIC, July 7; field W3C, July 7) had detectable clothianidin residues, at a maximum of 0.922 
ppb, suggesting that workers in control colonies may have foraged on clothianidin-treated 
canola. This may have occurred because the separation between some pairs of control and 
treated fi~lds was insufficient or because the forage in some control fields was of lower 
quality ... " The inverse may also have occurred. That is, bees placed on treated fields likely 
foraged on the control fields, which would have reduced the level of exposure to clothianidin 
residues due to a lack of separation between sites. Bees have been shown to forage up to 6 km 




