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EPA Deputy Administrator Linda Fisher today announced 40 pilots totaling $3.8 million in grants to 26 states

and three tribes to clean up properties contaminated from leaking underground storage tanks.

At an event in Philadelphia today, Fisher said, “One of our biggest opportunities for cleanup and redevelopment
is thousands of old, abandoned gas stations that are found in communities across the country. While our Brownfields
program has been extremely successful, it has been unable to address abandoned petroleum tanks due to statutory
restrictions under the Superfund law.  These new pilots are building on the successful Brownfields program by bridging
the gap.”

(Brownfields are abandoned, idled or under-used industrial and commercial facilities where expansion or
redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination.)

These pilot projects, called USTfields, involve abandoned or underused industrial and commercial properties
with perceived or actual contamination from petroleum that has leaked from underground storage tanks.  Of the
estimated 450,000 Brownfields sites in the United States, about half of these properties are thought to be impacted by
underground storage tanks or by some type of petroleum contamination. 

These 40 pilot grants are being awarded to states and tribes to demonstrate what can be accomplished in the
assessment and cleanup – and ultimate reuse – of petroleum-impacted sites when federal, state, tribal, local and private
entities work together.  Each of the pilots will receive up to $100,000 for assessing and cleaning up petroleum
contamination from underground storage tanks.  

All of these pilots are intended to provide states, tribes, municipalities and communities with useful information
and strategies to promote a unified approach to site assessment, environmental cleanup and redevelopment of
contaminated properties.  These grants spur partnerships among state and local governments, community groups,
investors and developers to get sites cleaned up and ready for community use instead of remaining a liability to the
community and a continuing threat to public health and the environment.

Earlier this year, President Bush signed bipartisan legislation that will encourage the cleanup and redevelopment
of old industrial properties, including abandoned petroleum storage tanks.  The new law will help clean up the
environment, create jobs and protect small businesses from unnecessary lawsuits.  In addition, the President’s fiscal
year 2003 budget request doubled the funds available through EPA in fiscal year 2002 – 
from $98 million to $200 million – to help states and communities around the country clean up and revitalize
Brownfields and USTfields properties.
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Today’s announcement of 40 USTfields pilots locations, combined with EPA’s November 2000 announcement
of 10 USTfields pilots, brings to 50 the total of USTfields pilots locations nationwide.  

For more information, visit EPA’s web site at http://www.epa.gov/oust/ustfield .

The 40 USTfields pilots and the amount of their grants are:

Alabama 
Selma – $100,000

California 
Los Angeles – $100,000

Colorado 
Denver – $100,000

Florida 
Clearwater – $100,000
Escambia County – $100,000
St. Petersburg – $100,000

Idaho 
Smelterville  – $100,000

Illinois 
Freeport – $100,000
Waukegan – $84,870

Indiana 
Indianapolis – $100,000
South Bend – $100,000

Iowa 
Clinton – $100,000
Des Moines – $100,000

Louisiana
Baton Rouge – $90,000
Westwego – $88,000

Maine  
Hiram, Portland, Westbrook, Lewiston – $50,000

Michigan 
Detroit – $100,000
Kalamazoo – $100,000

R-130 -more-

Minnesota 
Minneapolis – $100,000

Mississippi 
Jackson – $100,000

Missouri
St. Louis – $100,000

Montana 
Billings – $100,000

Nevada 
Mineral County – $100,000

New Hampshire  
Northumberland – $85,000
Statewide – $50,000

New Jersey 
Hudson County – $100,000

New York 
Yonkers  – $99,801

North Carolina
Concord – $100,000

Ohio 
Youngstown and Boardman – $100,000

Pennsylvania 
Lancaster County – $100,000
Philadelphia County – $100,000

South Carolina
Greenville – $100,000

Tennessee 
City of Kingsport – $100,000
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Texas 
Houston – $100,000

Washington state 
Rosalia  – $33,000
Seattle – $100,000
Tacoma – $100,000

Tribes
Crow Tribe - Pryor Trading Post – $100,000 in
Montana
Gila River Indian Community - St. John’s Mission –
$100,000 in Arizona
Metlakatla Indian Community – $100,000 in Alaska
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