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. During this period, no additional -s'- hdd with any of -the Etakebolddss in any of the &ahages 
in which watesshed-based w t d n g  has al;e$dy 6eM1 initiated- (Lower Tongue Rlvcr, Crazy ~k ' 

Creek, and D a d  H&e Creek); or foi which wa-ahcd-based permits have bccn adv'crtbed in.pubbc 
notice but not iwucd (Chr.Creck and Fence Creek). . b e  reasm.5 that the h e  watershed-based 
pmits+Ians that.= ariginaUy i d  (Pumpb Willow W, and Fwimib 0~4) 
currmtly under appeal, W B Q  IlllminlshWon oheY higher-level.pmomd have deemed it pmdent to 
await tho o u ~ ~  of these appeals befm issuing other watershed-based pcrmits, in the hope tbat any , 

chanp that may be r c q a  as the result4of the appeals may bo addressed prior to h$&:ct of any new 
watershed-bamd permit; Another mason. is that the appeals chabagad thq uthwlty of the' WDBQ to 
&sue wakrshed permits. W a l y ,  tbgse appeals am in the ' p h e a h g  phase-' H o w ,  dudq this 
period, one of tho applIants requested a u m m ~  ju-t on a n u d e r  of legal issues. Thost issues . . 

included the allegation that the wmrshd d t s  should haw been promdgatd as rulb, that the WDBQ 
h hot have the authority to issue pmits, that the w e s h e d  permits do not meet stab 
rqkmmts for general e t s .  Summary judgment on all these issues was denied. - . 

An additional mason that no mer action has bcon takm on watml& p&mits is that th. ' . 

WDEQ is currently coqsiddng ~ ~ c t ~ & g  the w&t&bd-ba&d'- process, as the current 
proaess may be s w 4 a t  redtmdaat, and may be s o m e  cficicncies, now that the W R Q  has 
a@enced sevafal of these processes h v&us drainages, that wuId potentially be ' incqwatd jxlto..the 

. watcrshcd-based ptrmibting prcxcss. 

~owavco, some p x o ~  has baei made in o m  srcns of ths proposal. 

1. Thc Powder Rivq Assimilative Capacity Allocation. hoceae  ha^ been iolP&Aaentqd.' Several. 
, -. operators ~ K V C  complabed the m&is#&~~1. pOCB88, which 4~0lveg submitting hGE3 mpatible 

shapfiJ.as bf their leaseholdings, aid having eheirpmmtage of total Pow& Rim Bash coal 
dculated. Many of tb largeo: CBM leaseholdtrs within thc Powder &VEX Basin have submimid 
information req- in the a s s ~ v e  capwity rcgktr&on pro'cess~ and have been ducatmi . . 
asadatin capacity within the Pswdw,River. Cwrwtly, this infamation is being tracked in both 
a gcodatab~c ,(leasehold Moxx~at im) ,  and jh m excd spXeadSheeZ (allocation Mommtiw): , . 

2. The WDRQ has begun the prbcew of developing protocols to allow the ase &.existing data 
available b the m E S  database aad h m  USGS in an ArcHydm model. In addition, me 
WDEQ employee has attended AxcHydro training at BRI headquarters in Redlafids, CA. The 
WDEQ has also, wifbin the last month, q u h d  10-meter digitalelevadon modds @EMs]fm 
most of the Powder River B M ~ .  Acquisi.tion of the DEMs provides a ba& for the next skp in the 












