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MAY 17 2006

LOCAL GOVERMNMENT

The Honorable Stephen L. Johnson
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington D.C, 20460

Re: Great Lakes

Dear Administrator Johnson:

On behalf of the Local Government Advisory Committee, we strongly
believe in EPA’s efforts to consult with local governments on a continuing basis
as part of EPA’s normal collaborative processes. From our discussions with you
last year, we know that you are committed to working with local elected officials
because of the critical role we play in providing environmental services.

We want to bring to your attention the need for an institutional mechanism
to acquire full local government cooperation to make the implementation of the
“Great Lakes Regional Collaboration Strategy™ a robust effort. In particular,
because the vast majority of land adjacent to the Lakes resides within the
Jjurisdiction of small communities, this institutional mechanism needs 10 have
numerous elected officials from such communities. Furthermore, these units of
local government will be critical to the success of the Strategy, and thercby to the
success of saving the Great Lakes.

The key advantages of this recommended mechanism are: (1)
implementation proposals and cost-estimates will receive practical ground-
truthing prior to roll-out to the public; (2) real local case-study examples will be
made available in a timely manner; and (3) communication with local elected
officials of draft and final policies and cost-estimates will be better executed. On
this latter advantage, we strongly believe that local officials are the best advocates
for policies affecting local governments and thereby early involvement will lead
to sustained support.
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We look forward to you creating the institutional mechanism we
recommend and to vour reply to this letter. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Steve Jenkins at (435) 336-3286 or myself at (208) 280-2163.

Sincerely,

iy

Roy Prescott
Chairman
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Steve Jenkins
Chairman
Small Community Advisory Subcommittee

Benjamin Grumbles, Assistant Administrator, Office of Water
Bharat Mathur, Acting Regional Administrator, Region 5

Norm Niedergang, Acting Deputy Regional Administrator, Region 5
Gary Gulezian, Director, Great Lakes National Program Oifice



