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Statement of Robert Fabricant, Esq.,
Nomineeto be General Counsd, Environmental Protection Agency
tothe
United States Senate
Committee on Environment and Public Works
Wagshington, D.C.

July 25, 2001

Mr. Chairman, Senator Smith, members of the Committees Thank you for providing me with
the opportunity to appear before you today. It isagreat honor and privilege to be here as the
President’s nominee to be General Counsel of the Environmental Protection Agency. | want to express
to you and your staff my appreciation for the many courtesies extended to me in the preparation for this
hearing. | look forward to the opportunity, should | be confirmed, of working with al of you and your
deffs.

When Governor Whitman asked me if | would consder serving as Generd Counsd of the
EPA, it took me but amoment to say yes. | have spent virtualy my entire professond career in the
public sector, most recently as Governor Whitman's chief counsel in New Jersey. Prior to that, |
served in severd other postionsin the Governor’'s Counsdl’ s Office specidizing in environmenta
matters. | have also served as a deputy attorney generd in New Jersey, providing advice and counsd
to New Jersey’ s Department of Environmental Protection. Since being admitted to the bar, the primary
focus of my career has been environmentd law.

Given my professond experiencein this areg, the opportunity to serve the Nation at the EPA is
atruly humbling thing. | am grateful to Governor Whitman, to the Presdent, and to you for this
opportunity. Should you do me the honor of recommending my confirmation to the Senate, and should
| be confirmed, | want you to know that | will devote dl of my energy and effort to doing the kind of
job that merits the confidence that has been placed in me for this very important position at the EPA.

When Governor Whitman gppeared before this committee as the President’ s nominee for
adminigrator, she spoke of the great gods to which the Bush Adminigration and the EPA are
committed, goasthat | believe the vast mgority of the American people share. She spoke about
making America s air cleaner, itswater purer, and itsland better protected. These are clear and Smple
concepts that are rarely matched by clear and smple solutions. No one knows that better than
environmenta attorneys.

During the years | had the honor to serve as a member of Governor Whitman's administration,
| had the opportunity to work on many of the most vexing environmenta legd issues facing the State of
New Jersey. Someone once said that New Jersey is Americawrit smdl, and it’ s true — especialy
when it comes to environmenta challenges. So | believe that my service in New Jersey has been good
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preparation for the job to which | have been nominated.

That being sad, however, | come to this position with noillusons. | know that the broad array
of legd issues confronting the EPA are more than just complicated legd questions. They are, a their
root, questions that speak to our government’ s tewardship of the nation’ s air, water, and land. Being
true to our legd responghilities requires that we be equaly true to our mora responsibilities as
environmental ewards.

| have often heard Governor Whitman say that every dollar the EPA spends on litigationisa
dollar that can’'t be spent cleaning up the environment. While talk like that isn't necessarily musicto a
lawyer's ears, | do think it is an important touchstone for a potential generd counsel to keep in mind. |
am a strong supporter of the effort both the President and the Adminigtrator are making to build new
partnerships among al environmenta stakeholders and across some longstanding traditiond divides.

| believe the Office of Genera Counsd iswell equipped to hep the Adminigtrator build those
partnerships. | havefound in my years as an attorney that some of the most condructive lawyering isn't
donein acourtroom, it's done in a conference room, where smart, committed lawyers bring al parties
together and avoid the need for litigation. Providing good, solid, legal advice and counsel to EPA’s
senior staff will, 1 hope, help my Agency colleagues do their jobs and meet their goas for America's
environmental progress.

The EPA ismogt fortunate to have a very dedicated, extremedy capable staff of lawyersin the
Office of Generd Counsd. They not only work very hard, they care very much about what they are
doing. They adhere to the highest ethica standards and embody the best of what the legal profession
has to offer. They are results-oriented public servants, who not only know everything thereis to know
about environmenta law, they adso know the importance of kegping one' s attention on the ultimate god
—and that’ s environmenta progress.

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee as the committee with primary jurisdiction for
writing the laws that the EPA is charged with enforcing, | know that, should | be confirmed, | will have
the opportunity to work very closdy with you and your staff. That's an opportunity to which | eagerly
look forward. But before | let that eagerness run away with itsdf, | would like to pause here to again
thank you for welcoming me here today and to address any questions you may have for me,

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



