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Challenges: Achieving Environmental Justice

“If a fraction of the deadly contamination the
Navajos live with every day had been in Beverly
Hills or any wealthy community, it would have
been cleaned up immediately. But there's a
different standard applied to the Navajo land...
while time passes, people get sick, people die,
people develop kidney disease, children, babies
are born with birth defects, bone cancer develops
and gets worse, lung cancer, leukemia, while we
wait”

US Senator Henry Waxman, 2007



Challenges:
The Government Response

e EPA pressured by Congress to address
uranium contamination of water supplies in
Navajo Nation

e Plans to address issue were based on
extending water pipelines to families near
roads

* 3-meter per mile rule: no plans to assist
people in remote locations



Challenges Addressed by this Project

Target population: Families too remote for
pipeline who will continue to haul water

Short-term goal: Provide safe way to haul,
store, & access water

Long-term goal: Provide full sanitation system

Interlinkage: Address health problems and
other consequences of uranium
contamination






A Collaborative Model to Achieve
Environmental Justice

Government




September, 2008: Assess Needs









November, 2008: Project PIan#\ing
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Finished Storage Tank
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__ Febriaryias-21, 2009:
Amplementation?® w/Brandeis partners



"Home systems
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Transportation system



“Workin g with partners ‘_
B the next step: sanitation
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Internal and External Participation in
Grassroots Driven Development

External Participation:
Grassroots Organization
functions as equal partner
with government and
other partners
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Internal
Participation:

Grassroots
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Each individual ;
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~ Internal participation



Internal Participation: The exchange

Individual Gives to Grassroots Org:

Sweat Equity
Participation
Resources .
Grassroots
P Organization
Grassroots Org Gives Back to Individual:
Food & Fun

Tangible Outputs
Status in Community
Instrumental freedom

Synergy: When individuals get back more than they give
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*— Internal Participation:
Finding resources in the community .
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Internal Participation:
How to achieve Synergy

Participatory Process:
Value Added Translation
Consensus Decisionmaking
Total Transparency
Responsibility
Everyone Speaks

Grassroots

Organization
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Participation: How was it achieved ?
Total transparency
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Internal Participation: Key Points

e The true measure of success of a grassroots
organization is not whether it accomplishes its
mission statement, but rather the extent to
which it creates a meaningful participatory
experience that enriches the lives of the
people.

e This is also the best way to achieve the
mission statement.






External Participation: The exchange

Grassroots Contributes to Partners:
More effective PIM, M&E
Identify problems and solutions
Direct contact with target population

Grassroots

Organization Reriney

Partner Contributes to Grassroots Org:
Standing & Status
Resources
Access To Information
Technical Expertise

Synergy: When all parties achieve more than they could
have without the partnership
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Grassroots contribution:
Reach Target Population
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External Participation:
How Synergy is Achieved

Participatory Process:
Reactive - Proactive
Consumer - Producer
Dependency -» Agency
Oppressed - Liberated

Grassroots
Organization







Participation: Oppressed to liberated

“It is essential for the oppressed to realize that
when they accept the struggle for
humanization they also accept, from that
moment, their total responsibility for the
struggle" .

Paolo Freire, 1970
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External participation: Key points

e The people made the partnerships work
effectively by adopting a solutions-based
approach instead of needs-based.

 The participatory approach helped our
partners achieve their mandates, and helped
the community achieve its goals.



“In traditional
Navajo society, everyone was equal.
In fact, the idea of someone with power and
authority making decisions for \
others is entirely contrary to 7~
Navajo morals. We believe
in a high degree of freedom,
but we call it "freedom
with responsibility”

Robert Yazzie, 1997
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Participation: Lessol
The participatory app






Conclusion
On May 8, 2009, the Bennett Freeze officially
ended as a law



Public Education

e Public education and outreach in Black
Falls/Box Springs/Grand Falls resulted in
finding 100 families drinking uranium and
arsenic contaminated water because they
have no choice.

e Survey assessments indicators have been
completed.



What is the Next Step?

What is the next Step?

 Federal and tribal agency collaboration and
partnership with communities.

 Funding to install safe drinking water systems.

 Navajo Nation issue a State of Emergency/Public
Health Emergency in Black Falls/Box Springs/

Grand Falls.

e US EPA water hauling truck dedicated to Black
Falls/Box Springs/Grand Falls.

e Empowering local communities to form a water
coop for sustainability.
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