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Diverse Ecosystems

Maritime Forests

Beaches and Dunes

Barrier Islands



Diverse Ecosystem
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Diverse Ecosystem

¢ Shorelines — Marsh Habitat

magnoliasprings.com



Diverse Ecosystem

& Shorelines — Sandy Beaches




Economy

¢ Port of Mobile

Imports/ Exports: Chemicals, Coal, Lumber,
Iron, Steel, Copper, Cement, Chemicals,
Frozen Poultry, Soybeans

Contributes Over 66,000 Direct and Indirect Jobs

Has an annual $263+ Million Direct/Indirect
Tax Impact

Creates an annual $7.92+ Billion Total
Economic Impact
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State Diland Gas Board

Economy

Revenues Generated From

Alabama Offshore Production

HSev. Tax
OFed. Royalty

2003 2005
Fiscal Year




Economy

¢ Seafood
—Shrimp, Blue Crab




Community Vulnerability




Community Vulnerability




Community Vulnerability
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Community Vulnerability

¢ 1995 — 2005

— 7 named hurricanes
¢ Erin - 1995
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Ecosystem Concerns

¢ Four Overarching Concerns In
Coastal Alabama
—Water Quality
— Shoreline Stabilization
—Habitat Protection (wetlands, SAVS)
— Community Sustainability and Resilience



Ecosystem Concerns

o Water Quality

— Sediments

— PatnNegens
— Non-Roint Pellution BN

—Watershed Protection




Ecosystem Concerns

¢ Water Quality

— *“...Hundreds of live sea crabs and fish... completely covered the beach at Point Clear and
Zundels Sunday morning. A fisherman of experience in explaining the unusual occurrence
stated that it was a "jubilee"... People who saw the wild scramble of fish and crabs on the

sandy beach say they won't soon forget the sight.[5]”
—Mobile Daily Register, July 29, 1912

COMMON LOCATIONS
FOR “JUBILEE" EVENTS
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_Clear

Ecosystem Concerns

¢ Shoreline Stabilization
— Salt Marshes
— Beach and Bay Shorelines
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Ecosystem Concerns

¢ Shoreline Stabilization — Gulf Beaches




Ecosystem Concerns

¢+ Wetlands & Submerged
Aquatic Vegetation

— Critical nursery habitats for
finfish and shellfish.

— The majority of
recreationally: and
commercially/ Importanit
SpPecies depend on these
mabItats.
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1992. Western wetland flora: Field office guide to plant

species. West Region, Sacramento.



Ecosystem Concerns

¢ Sustainable, Resilient Communities

Recoghnition ecosystems and econemy. are forever
linked

¢ Smart growth, natural reseurce conservation
¢ Promote ecotourism & sustainable Use practices

¢ Promoete economic diversity,

-




Community Experiences

¢ City of Gulf Shores
¢ Honoerable Robert Crafit, Mayor




Community Experiences

¢ Gulf Sheres and Orange Beach, Alabama
— Coastal Baldwin County profile

— Role of Envirenment in the coastal community,

— Economics

— Human Impact




Community Experiences

» Gulf Shoeres and Orange Beach,
Alabama

— Coastal Baldwin Counity.




Community Experiences

¢ Gulfi Sheres and Orange Beach,

Alabama

— Role of environment In
community.
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Community Experiences

» Gulf Shoeres and Orange Beach,
Alabama

— Economics




Community Experiences

¢ Gulf Shores and Orange Beach, Alabama
— Human Impact




Community Experiences

¢ Town off Dauphin Island, Alabama
+» Honoerable Jefirey C. Collier, Mayor




Community Experiences

¢ Dauphin Island and Bayou La Batre,
Alabama
— Shoreline Stabilization
— Barrer Isiands

ISheries
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Sustainanility, ResIlience



http://www.dauphinislandrestoration.org/

Community Experiences

¢ Dauphin Island and Bayou La Batre,
Alabama

— Shoreline Stabilization
¢ Significant sand! lesses

¢ Re-nourish to historical levels
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Community Experiences

¢ Dauphin Island and Bayou
La Batre, Alabama

— Barrier Islands
¢ Serve as mainland buffers
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¢ Protect mainland habitats )
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Mississippi Sound

Dauphin Island is Alabama’s
barrier island. It serves to

protect the marshes of
Mississippi Sound.

Community Experiences
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Gulf of Mexgco




Community Experiences

» Dauphin Island and Bayoeu LLa Batre
Alabama

— Barrier Islands




Community Experiences

¢ Dauphin Island and Bayou La Batre,
Alabama

— Sustainability and Resilience are also
Important to Dauphin Island




Moving Forward

¢ Alabama’s Focus




Moving Forward

¢ Restore coastal Alabama

Little Bay Salt Marsh Restoration Project Site N
Frior to Restoration
20081 s DOQQ Imagery

Little Bay Salt Marsh Rest ion Project Site N
Post-Restor

www.alabamacoastalcleanup.com



Moving Forward

¢ Build on| existing partnerships among
coastal stakeholders

— Create synergjes

—|leVerage reseunces




Moving Forward

& Support community resilience efforts

¢ Highlight the relatioenship between a healthy,
ecosystem and a healthy econoemy/.

outdoorfamilyasa.blogspot.com

www.city-data.com



Moving Forward

¢ We are most effective and will have
the most success If we work together
In a partnership to address these
Important issues.
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