




1. Informing & Educating Interested 
StakeholdersStakeholders

State call-in lines

User-friendly web site

Email announcements 
to listservto listserv

Press releasesPress releases
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2. Providing Opportunities for Involvement

Public meetings

Listening sessionsListening sessions

Comments page on Task Force web site

Task Force email in-box

Federal Advisory CommitteesFederal Advisory Committees
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Gathering Input from StakeholdersGathering Input from Stakeholders
We’ve been posing 3 questions: 
1. How can we best keep you informed and involved in the 

f d l i h S ?process of developing the Strategy?

2. What, in your opinion, is the priority issue facing the Gulf 
?regarding ecosystem restoration? 

3. What do you believe are the impediments to addressing 
the priority issues. 

Time Frame
Starting Nov 8, 2010 listening sessions in Pensacola
Continuing until May 6, 2011 release of the Strategy 
Background DocumentBackground Document
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Over that period we’ve received over 1 300 individualOver that period, we ve received over 1,300 individual
suggestions from over 1,000 individuals:

Used in process of selecting our priority areas of concernUsed in process of selecting our priority areas of concern

Additional thoughts andAdditional thoughts and 
suggestions noted

Common themes emerged 
across stakeholder groups, 
and across states
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Question 1: How can we best keep you informed and involved in the
process of developing the Strategy?

Each set of answers represents 75% of the responses to this question received in round 1.
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Q ti 2 Wh t i th i it i f i th G lf diQuestion 2: What is the priority issue facing the Gulf regarding
ecosystem restoration? 

This set of answers 
represents 75% of 

the responses 
about specific 
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environmental 
issues.



Question 2 continued

Each set of answers 
represents 75% of the 

responses about the 
need for more 

information, and about 
economic concerns.
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Question 3: What do you believe are the impediments to addressing 
the priority issues?

This set of answers represents 75% of the responses to this question.
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Of all the comments recei ed p to Ma 6 halfOf all the comments received up to May 6, half 
focused on one of the 4 priority areas

• Enhance Community Resilience

• Restore and Conserve Habitat

• Restore Water Quality

R l i h d P t t• Replenish and Protect 
Living Coastal and 
Marine Resources
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• Enhance Community Resilience

“When you look to future, 
consider the effects of climate 

change and sea level rise ”change and sea level rise.  
– Non-Governmental Organization

“Need a watershed 
level plan.” 

“The current planning 
process has problems -p

– Local Government there is a disconnect 
between organizations.” 

B i /I d t
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– Business/Industry



• Restore and Conserve Habitat

“Oyster reefs provide huge 
ecosystem services value. 

You need to restore and

“Critical habitat 
needs to be 

it d dYou need to restore and 
protect these reefs.” 

– Non-Governmental Organization

monitored and 
modeled, including 
oyster reefsNon Governmental Organization

“C t t hi b t

oyster reefs,
submerged 
aquatic vegetation, 

“Create partnerships between 
industries to provide better 
habitats ”

q g ,
salt marshes, and 
mangroves.” 
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habitats.  
– Business/Industry

– Academia



• Restore Water Quality
“Yo need to e amine“You need to examine 
both storm water buffering 
capacity of wetlands andcapacity of wetlands and 
storm surge capacity.” 

– Academia

“We have to get the 
f i I t

“Fresh water in-flow 
is critical ” farmer in Iowa to see 

the Gulf of Mexico from 
his kitchen window ”

is critical.  
– Non-Governmental 

Organization his kitchen window.  
– General Public
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• Replenish and Protect Living Coastal 
and Marine Resourcesand Marine Resources

“Our primary concern is 
the health of the fisheries ”“Consider land-based the health of the fisheries.  

– Business/Industryimpediments, such as 
the dams being torn 

“Ensure that we have 
adequate research 
and information on

down in the west, to 
help fish populations 
recover ” and information on 

the impacts to fish.” 
– Local Government

recover.  
– General Public
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LGAC’s recommendations were 
transmitted to EPA Administrator 
on April 21, 2011

Three primary suggestions: 
1) U b h1) Use a bottom-up approach
2) Identify and resolve policy 
barriers to restorationbarriers to restoration
3) Identify a stable source of   

restoration funding
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restoration funding



Awaiting the recommendations from the National 
Environmental Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC)

Compiling comments received at listening sessions 
responding to the four priority areas described in the 
St t B k d D tStrategy Background  Document:
◦ Mobile, Alabama May 6, 2011
◦ Pensacola, Florida June 1, 2011
◦ Galveston, Texas June 27, 2011

Continuing to engage our 
stakeholders using the 
approaches mentioned today.
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