


TRI-STATEGENERATION ~ANDTftAN$N\ISSI()N ASSOCIATION, INC.
HEADQUARTERS: p.d. BOX 33695 DENVER,COtdRAD080233c0695 303-452-6111

May 13, 2009

Mr. Richard Kinch

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Two Potomac Yard

2733 S. Crystal Dr.
5th Floor N-5783,
Arlington, VA 22202-2733

Submitted also via Federal Express

RE: Response to EPA's Requests for Information Under Section 104 (e) of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, 42 U.S.c.
9604(e) for the Craig Power Station

Dear Mr. Kinch:

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Associatiqn, Inc. (Tri-State) received the Request
for Information (RFI) letter from the EPA for the Craig Power Station on May 5,2009. On
March 25, 2009, Tri-State notified theEPA of the Craig Power Station's "surface impoundments
or similar diked or bermed management tInit(s) or management units designated as landfills
which receive liquid-borne material from a surface impoundment used for the storage or disposal
of residuals or by-products from the combustion of coal, incltIding, bm not limited to, fly ash,
bottom ash, boiler slag, or flue gas emission control residtIals."

The information requested is contained in the attachment. None of the information
provided in this letter is considered confidential business information. It should.be noted that the
ash at the Craig Power Station is managed in a manner that is commonly referred to as a dry ash
handling system. The materials from this facility are used for either mine reclamation or
beneficial reuse (e.g., material substittItion for construction activities).

The RFI requires this response include the following certification signed and dated by an
authorized representative ofTri-State.

I certify that the information contained in this respo~setoEPA's requestfor information
and the attached documents is true, accutate, and complete. As to the identified portions
of this response for which I cannot personally verifytheiracctIracy, T certify under
penalty of law that this response and all attachments were prepared in accordance with a
system designed to assure that qualified personnelpropetly gather and evaluate the
information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the
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system, those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information
submitted is, to the best of my knowledge, true, accutate, and complete. I am aware that
there are significant penalties for submitting false infonnation, including the possibility
of fines and imprisonment for knowing violations.

If you have any questions about the infonnation provided, please contact Chris Gilbreath
or me at (303) 452-6111.

Sit~rely, ..

/jn ~Ii dt2lc.}
~~~A. Walz .....

Vice President .
Environmental

BA W:CSG:pvt

Attachment

cc: Ken Anderson
Mac McLennan
Micheal McIlll1es
Ken Reif
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Request for Information under Section l04(e) of the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act ("CERCLA"),42 V.S.C. 9604(e)

Concentrator DecantBasins(:). i><;< .... '.'i'
1. No p{)tential hazard rating has been assignedtothese management

unitslsurfaceiIll~oundments{units) .•..•...•......•....•......•....•...••.
2. T~eunitsw~reconnnissioned in 1978 as part ofthe initial facility

consFctioIl· .•<,/ .;<.; .;•.•.•.... '.........•........./ .,

3. The unitsteIIlPorarilystores residues of bottom ash and FGD solids. These
units do not permanentlystore or dispose of residuals or by-products from the
combustion of coaL Solid residuals are removed, as needed, and disposed of

at thep=nnigedcoalrnine a~jacent to the facility.
4. The units were <iesigned by.and constructedunderthe supervision of a

ProfessionalEngim~er (P.E.). The units are inspected in accordance with

in~ustr)' .•g0()(if<>r~gr~~tic~~, •.in~ludi~g~~il(\,~~u~ ••inspections.
5. Theunit~.areinspectedfor safety (structural integrity). on a daily basis and

semi-annu~l1)'<iuring the stormwaterinspections by Tri-State personnel. The
assigne(I personneLhave training in industrial facilities to determine safety
issues'iThela.ststormwater inspection was conducted on September 30,2008,
andnocorrectiveactions were necessary for this unit.· The next stormwater

inspectionjsp:~ed forc()mpletion bYJ.ulyl,~009.
6. Duetothelac¥<>fhazardpotential of the Concentrator Decant Basins, the

units' safety (structural integrity) havenotbeeninspected or evaluated by a
State or Federal regulatory official within the last ten years. Tri-State is
una\Vare()fanyplanned.State or.Federal regulatory inspection or evaluation in

the future'i .•.............•
7. No State oi.F ederalregulaiory officiaIinspectioIlsof these. units have

occu...rr...·.••e..d....••••W.l·..thi.•.•.....·.n·....•..•.•..••.•.th..•....e·.p.••a•.s...•t•.......•y..e..•<ir.•.....................................•............ '.' '. ' ' '.' .... / . '/' .. -' ~

8. The Ph(si.c.al.••.d.ime..n.sion.•..••..~.o.f.th.e.•.un.i..tsiar..••.e.•~..•..fo.•.l.l.o......•..w....•....••.s:

a..• TotaLsl1ffac~••area.==O.17\acres{~ighwa{eri.level).
b, . Storage capacity = 1.03 acre-fee! {high water level).

/.-,-- '-";'.' ".',' :'. ,-.-/. -" :: ,

Tri-St~te •.Ge~~r~tion •.alld .••TrailSDnSSi0;ASSO.ciation,Inc .
..•••.....••.. . '.. < ..•....•••... <./ .••Craig Station .•. ' .•.. , .,/., .....

("<:raigJ:>p,!er~tation~'asdescrib~~jn the RFI)
> .. - :' .. ·.n .. ·.-/.··._,· - ',':,"_. ,.:-., .... -:,,:/,,,,,,,,".; ',_,','-". '_ :.....,_.....;.:._ .•,

,:'.<'_ ':,:;,,_>:::_" .... _ : _0,:.> .. ,-, ,',:,,',;;. ,.;. _",:._:: ;.;; ... ; .. : ... ;_.'_:.:::,:; :,:;:;';._:_<;
;',,",,'::' -; ,.,' '-'-,' ".:, - ;.> -.,' ,':"'--;'-':"" ,,' ,._~./.- .. , .._ - :,- >."'-"-.-; -.~/'-'//~;:»,,:' _:;'-:-.' : ,
""';'./".:- - :--;.': '/.:, .; ,',<".;/ /' .. -- ";-"';-' ..,'.-''':''.",; ..-':''.'':'''''';.:;'-''..--:-.-; ..'/;.-.'-'----:.,:.;---- ..:./

The Craig Power Stati()n's;ashhahdlil1gsystemis~olllpri~ed()fwhatis commonly referred to as
a dry ash handling system, Materials generated at the facility,include:fly ash, bottom ash, flue
gas emission control residuals and wastewater solids. Approximately 34% of the total ash (or
42% of the fly ash)gelleratedatt~efacilityissoid for beneficial reuse (e.g., fly ash is used for
concrete. The remaining ash aIldresidualby-products are disposed of at a permitted off-site coal
mine. There are no free)iquidsdisposed of at the permitted coal mine.



Request for Informatio~ under Section 104(e) of the Comprehensive Environmental

R.sponse,.comP1i'~~kr!.~~t~i~i~0~~(~~:CL,\"),.42 U.S.C. 96(1.4(e)
.Tri ..State .Gene!a~ion and Transmissio~~ss?~iation, Inc .

....••·..··.·i/iCraig Station.·.·,· i· .• ·i

("Craig Power Station" as described in the RFI)

c. Volumeofasl1and FGD particles (approximately 10%) currently
stored~n the units =0.103 acre-ftor33,600gallons. The volume was

estiIIl.~te~on.March •••12, 2009.ii· .••.... ><· •...

·d.•••.MaSiIIlllll1height.oftheunitsis.l~s,sthan.0ne (1) feet.
9. }.Joknown spills or unpermitted releasesfrom.theunits within the last ten

years.

10. Craig Statiol1Units 1&2 are owned by they amp a Project, a holding company
composedofpacifiCorp, Platte RiverPowerAuthority, Public Service of
Col0r.ado(XcelEnergy), Salt River Project, andTri-State, in varying
percentages. Craig Station Unit 3 is.wholly owned by Tri-State.
Tri-State isthe operator of all three units of Craig Station at the above
described management units.


