


EPA Notes on Wansley Draft Report

EPA Comments:
None

EPA Notes:
Slope stability analyses were not provided for the western dike. Perform slope stability analyses
with seismic loading conditions for western dike.
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Charies H. (Chuck) Huling, P.E. 241 Ralph McGill Boulevard NE
Vice President Attanta, Geargia 30308-3374
Environmental Alfairs Tol 404.506.7716

Fax 404.506,7066
chhuling@southernce.com

GEORGIA 4
POWER

ASOGUTHERN COMPANY

QOctober 28, 2010

CERTIFIED MAIL

M, Stephen Hoffman

Office of Resource Conservation and Recovery (5304P)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

2733 South Crystal Drive, Fifth Floor

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Re: Comments on "Assessment of Dam Safety Coal Combustion Surface Impoundments
Draft Report" for Georgia Power Plant Wansley, Carrollton, Georgia

Dear Mr, Hoffman:

On September 30, 2010, the V.S, Bnvironmental Protection Agency ("EPA")
provided to Georgia Power ("GP") a draft report regarding certain facilities for the
management of coal combustion byproducts at GPC’s Plant Wansley ('Draft Report").
The Draft Report was prepared by Dewberry & Davis under contract to EPA and was
dated July 2010, Georgia Power appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the
draft report before it is finalized. This lefter provides Georgia Power's comments on that
draft report.

Acknowledgement of Manapement Unit Condition and Pofential Hazard Rating

We are pleased that the veport concludes thal the coal combusiion byproduct
management unit at Plant Wansley is in "Satisfactory" condition, which is the most
favorable category. We also agree with the report's recommended potential hazard rating
as "Low",

Stability Analyses

Georgia Power did provide the necessary slope stability analysis to warrant a
"Satisfactory"” rating for the Plant Wansley ash pond, An updated slope stability analysis
for the west dike is being provided to Dewberry as requested under separate cover, Given
that the slope stability analyses resulted in acceptable minimum factors of safety for the
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existing darms, we are confident that the rating for the Plant Wansley ash pond will remain
"Satisfactory" in the final repost,

Inspection Recommendations

Georgia Power and Southern Company will continue the current maintenance and
inspection program and practices for Plant Wansley. As recommended Georgia Power
will pay particular attention to erosion at the concrete channel {o avoid the channel being
undermined and will monitor eracking along the concrete channel

Attached to this letter are Georgia Power’s comments on the draft report regarding
certain facilities for the management of coal combustion byproducts at Georgia Power’s
Plant Wansley.

Thank you again for this opportunity to comment. Please continue to direct
coyrespondence to my attention.

Sincerely
a (s

G

Charles H, Huling

CHH/
Attachments

ce!
Fredrick Shmurak, Dewberry and Davis




Plant Wansley

US EPA ARCHIVE DOCUMENT

PAGE SECTION CURRENT STATEMENT READS RECOMMENDED CHANGE ADDITIONAL NOTES
G D S & Wakowyp <all Tor difigence on coal combustion waste 15 A wake-up call for diligence on cozl combustion waste Double punctuation
Introduction | disposal units.. disposal units.
G v - In summary, the Wansley Fiant ash ponds are SATISFAGTORY {in summary, the Plant Wansley ask pond is SATISFACTORY  {There is only one ash pond at Plant Wanslay.
Inteoduction  or continued.... for continued....
G v~ Purpese  |in Dacarmber 2008, the EPA sent lenters to coalfired electric in December 2009, the EPA sent letters fo coalfired electric  (Please change "7f ¢oal combustion waste” to "of
and Scope  |utifives seeking information on the safety of surface utiliges seeking infermation on the safety of surface coal combustion waste®.
impoundments and sititar faciiities that recaive fiquic-bome impoundments and similar facilities that receive Equid-borne
. material that store or dispose if coat combustion waste. material that store or dispase of coal combustion waste.
[ v - Purpese  |{For classification, see pp. 3-8 of the 2004 Federal Guidefines  (For dassification, see pp. 3-8 of the 2004 Federal Guidelines [Please add period at end of this sentence.
and Scope  |for Dam Safety) for Darn Safety).
1) v - Purpese | EPA asked utility companies to identily sl management units:  [EPA asked utility companies 1o identify ail management units:  |Ploase remove semi-colon after "and”.
and Scope  isurface impoundments or similar diked or barmed structures:  |surface Enpoundments or simifar diked or bermed structures
and: landfils...... and landfils......
[+] vi- PUPOSE 1.0 that EPA could gauge which managemant units had or .50 that EPA could gauge which management units had, or | Please see Geergia Power's suggestion for
land Scope | potemtial could rank as having High Mazard Potential, poten:zally ceuld rank as having, High Hazard Potential, revised wording of this sentence,
0 Vi~ Purpese | This evaluation included a site visit. EPA sent two engineers,  1This evaluation inGiuded a Site Visit, EPA Sent two engmeers
land Scope  [one ficensad in the State of Georgia, for a one-day visit. from Dewberry & Davis, including one licensed in the State of
Georgia, for 2 one-day visit
[1] vi - Purpose | EFA is addressing any lanc-based units that recaive fly ashi, EPA is addressing any land-based units that recaive fly ash,  [Thissentence has a typographical error
and Scope | bottonr ash, boller skag, or flue gas ermission control waster bottorm ash, boiler slag, or flue gas emission control wastes {"waster").
along with free liouids, along with free fiuids,
[ i - PLUIDGSS | The THo-Derson 2am met With iie owner of the Management | (Ne TWo~person teain metwilh the owner of i managemer, | Piease soe Georgi Powers suggeston for
and Scope | wnit as well as technical and several lechnica) represertative tunit as well as severat technical representatives and revised wording of this sentence.
and managament unit Supenvisors. .. RAZGEMent Unit SUPEervisors...
1-% 1.1 .echnical decumentation provided by Georgia Power, and Georgia Power is not aware of anyinspections
raview of stata inspection reperts, of the ash pond dikes by the Georgia Safe
Dams Program. If copies of these reports are
available, piease provide them to Georgia
Power. If not, please revise the wording
accordinghy.
1 1.1.1 Slepe stobifity analyses were not provided forthe wester tifke; Georgia Power has submitted 2 slope stability
however, foundaticln preparation, embankment soifs and analysis for the westerm dike with these
SOOMety arg consistent, comments. This sentence should be reviged
accordingly.
12 123 Althoygh not dasmed a critical analysis, additional Georgiz Power has submitted 2 slope stabifity
documentation is needed 1o assess the slope stabifly analysis analysis for the western dike with these
of the westor dike. commenis. This sentence should be revised
accordinely.
-2 123 Perorm slope stabilily analyses with seismic ioacing conditions Georgia Power has submitted 2 slope stability
for wastern dike. analysis for the western dike with these:
comments. This sertence should be rovised
accordingly.
21 2.1 Plart Wansiey's ash pond faciity is located south of Carrolton,  [Plant Wansley's ash pond facity is located South of Carrgliton, [The name "Carroiiton” has two 1.
Georgin, Georgia.
22 2.2 Based on data provided by Georgia Power, inc. the ash pond... Eme%‘ ‘O cata provided by Georgia Power, the ash pond...
2-3 22 The ash pond ombankment systom has boen assignad a The ash pond embankment system has been classified zsa [According o the GSDP classification system,
Hazard Classification of Low by the Georgia Safe Dams Catagory il dam by the Georgia Safe Dams Program (GSDFP).  ["Categery Il means the classification where
Frogram (GSDP. improper operation or dam faiure would not
result in probable 10ss of human life".
2-4 123 (Table 23 771 (Table 2.3) 343 The acreage shown for surface area s
incotrect.
2-4 23 Table 2.3: Amount of Residuals and Maximum Capacity of Unit™ |Table 2.3: Amoeunt of Residuals and Maximurm Capacity of Unit |Please remove asterisk from table header
unless there is & notation that is missing.
2-4 2.3 Per Goorgia Power, the ash pond primarily coniging fiy, bottern |Per Georgia, Power, the ash pond primarily contains fly ash,  [Please add the word "agh”.
ash, boiler siag, fiue gas... bottom ash, bodler slag, flue gas...
24 2.4.1 {Figures 24.1 2 and b... Figures 2.4.1aand b... Delete lead parentheses or add closure

pargrthieses.




7-7 72 Based or the provious assessment reporis/inspactions provided |Based on the previous assessment reports/inspections Georgra Power is not aware of any inspections
by Georgia Safe Dams Frogram and Georgia Power, this... provided by Georgia Safe Dams Program and Georgia Power, (ofthe ash pond dikes by the Georgia Safe
- this... Dams Program. If coples of thess reports are
availabie, ploase provide them to Georgia
Power. If not, please revise the wording
accordingly. _ )
77 7.3 Based on the pravious assessment reperisinspections provided |Based on the previous assessment reportsiinspections remove the word “fiy” from sentence.
by Georgia Safe Darns Program and Georgia Power. this provided by Georgla Safe Dams Program and Georgla Power,
assessment of the fly ash pond is gererally consistent with this assessment of the ash pond is generally consistent with
histerioal ohservetions, historical chiservafions.
91 8.2.1 The following data is based on inspection reports provided by [The following data is based on inspection reports provided by
American Elactric Power; Georgia Power:
&1 9.2.1 The piszometers are locatad atound the separation ke, The piezomeaters ase locaied atthe south end atthe crestof  |Please note wording ¢hanges.
the separation dike.
-1 9.1 Georgia Power stated they have daily, weekly, monthiy, Georgia Power stated they have daily, weekly, monthly, and

quarteny and annual inspoctions for the ash pend.

Quarterly inspections of the ash pand.
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