


NOTE 

 

Subject: EPA Comments on Georgia Power Co, McIntosh Power Station, 

Rincon, GA 

Round 9 Draft Assessment Report 

 

To:  File 

 

Date:  September 13, 2011 

 

 

1. On p. ii, section PURPOSE AND SCOPE, replace the first sentence of the second 

paragraph with the following sentence: “In early 2009, the EPA sent a first wave of 

letters to coal-fired electric utilities seeking information on the safety of surface 

impoundments and similar facilities that receive liquid-borne material that store or 

dispose of coal combustion residue.” 

2. On p. vii, document numbering order is inconsistent from Appendix A to B – Appendix 

A has Doc 01 to Doc 18, Appendix B begins with Doc 20. 

3. On p. 1-2, insert “1.1.6” to the left of “Conclusions Regarding the Adequacy of 

Maintenance and Methods of Operation.” Replace “1.1.6 Conclusions Regarding the 

Adequacy of the Surveillance and Monitoring Program” with “1.1.7 Conclusions 

Regarding the Adequacy of the Surveillance and Monitoring Program.” 

 

4. On p. 1-2, last paragraph, replace “Base” with “Based.” 

 

5. On p. 1-3, insert “1.1.8” to the left of “Classification Regarding Suitability for Continued 

Safe and Reliable Operation.” 

 

6. On p. 5-5, section 5.3.2 Upstream/Inside Slope, includes the following statement: “Figure 

5.3.3-1 shows the inside slope of the east embankment.” There seems to be a photo 

missing for this section and if so, it should be labeled 5.3.2-1. 

 

7. On pp. 5-9 and 5-9, Figure 5.3.4-1 and Figure 5.4.1-1 are identical photographs, was this 

intentional? 

 

8. On p. 5-13, Section 5.5.4 should be discussing Groin Areas for the NORTH embankment.  

This section of the report refers to the south embankment. 

 

9. On p. 5-16, section 5.6.4 Low Level Outlet, the report states: “The Plant McIntosh CCR 

impoundment does not have an emergency spillway.” Please correct statement to reflect 

the existence or not of the low level outlet. 

 

10. On p. 7-3, insert “7.1.3” to the left of “Uplift and/or Phreatic Surface Assumptions” and 

renumber the next three subsections. 

 



 

11. On p. 7-4, section 7.1.5, second paragraph, the following paragraph is the exact 

paragraph from the GA Power Plant Kraft report: “In accordance with the Georgia Rules 

for Dam Safety, and as shown on the USGS “Map for Peak Acceleration with a 2% 

Exceedance in 50 years” for the vicinity of Plant Kraft, the ground motion having a 2% 

probability of exceedance in 50 years is 0.16 g.” Also, on p. 9-1, the following section 

states: “9.1 SURVEILLANCE PROCEDURES, Weekly inspections Weekly inspections 

are conducted by plant personnel. Inspection observations are documented on the “Plant 

Kraft Weekly Ash Pond Dike Inspection Log” visual inspection checklist and report (see 

Appendix A Doc 12). Inspection reports are submitted to the plant manager for review 

and appropriate corrective actions.”  Both of these statements make the reader 

question the credibility of the material in the McIntosh report. 
 

12. Please label each document in Appendix A prior to inclusion. 

 

13. Remove p. 47 of the document (page after Doc 02).  The page contains the following 

statement contained in a text box and does not belong in the report: “Type a quote from 

the document or the summary of an interesting point. You can position the text box 

anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools tab to change the formatting of the 

pull quote text box.]” 

 

 

 

 



M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  Jana Englander 

FROM:  Jerry Strauss 

cc:  

Date: November 28, 2011 

SUBJECT: Georgia Power, Plant McIntosh, Response to Comments 

EPA Comments: editorial comments were addressed.  We have inserted Document identification 

pages between the documents in Appendix A. 

Georgia Power Comments:    

 Dewberry deleted sentences in the FINAL that (in the DRAFT) recommended changes by 

the utility due to seepage because the utility has taken such actions including adding a 

filter drain and sump pump. 

 Clarified the issue concerning Doc 13:  Dike Slot Drain Installation doc vs. the Toe Drain 

Installation 

 Changed description of the Primary Outlet to an Emergency Discharge Outlet. 

 Changed CCW Checklist document to include additional information and correct typos.  
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