


MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: EPA Comments on “Assessment of Dam Safety of Coal Combustion Surface
Impoundments: City of Columbia, Columbia Water & Light Department Columbia Plant,
Columbia, Missouri”

DATE: July 31, 2013

1. Delete the blank page in between the cover page and the table of contents.

On page 1-1, Section 1.1, second paragraph, second line, replace “site assessments”
with “a site assessment”.

3. Switch Sections 1.4.5 and 1.4.6. The 1.4.5 section addresses the timing recommended
for recommendations in previous subsections, which should also include those
recommendations of subsection 1.4.6.

5. On page 2-3, remove the large blank space by bringing the Table 2.2, etc. onto that
page.

6. On page 9-1, section 9.3.2, add a period at the end of the sentence.
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City oF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI

WATER AND L1GHT DEPARTMENT

Corumpia TERMINAL RAILROAD

November 20, 2013

Mr, Stephen Hoffinan

US Environmental Protection Agency (5304P)
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

RE: Columbia Municipal Power Plant Draft Damm Assessment Report
Dear Mr. Hoffiman:

We offer the following comments to a Draft Dam Assessment Report at the Columbia
Missouri Municipal Power Plant — CDM Smith Project No: 3083.1801.044.SIT.COLUM.

1. The name of our organization is City of Columbia, Water & Light Department
(CWL), not Columbia Power & Light Department.

2. Table 2.1 shows data from a Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) web
site that CWL believes to be estimates and not based on actual measurements.
Specifically, the embankment height is shown as 30°, CWL believes the embankment
height to be less than 20°, and will have a surveyor confirn actual height within the next
90 days.

3. A bathymetiic measurement of the lake made on July 26, 2013 by Geosyntec, a
consulting engineer, found the volume of the lake to be 23.3 acre feet with a maximum
depth of about 12 feet. This data was not available at the time of CDM Smith’s visit.

4. Given our comments above, CWL. believes the dam fails to meet the criteria, per table
2.2, for a small impoundment. The impoundment is less than small.

5. Table 2.4 shows data from an MDNR web site that CWL believes to be estimates and
not based on actual measurements. Specifically, the surface area is shown as 7 acres. Per
a survey completed in December 2012 that was provided to CDM Smith, the total water
surface area is 5.0 acres and another 1,0 acres of the pond area is currently covered by
coal combustion residuals being dewatered. This gives a maximuin possible
impoundment surface area of 6.0 acres.
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6. Section 4.1.1 notes that dam completion occurred in 1904. This date appears to come
from the same MDNR web site that CWL believes to be estimates. CWL believes the
dam was constructed no later than 1896 per plat data provided to CDM Smith. The first
power production facility on the site dates to about 1914, well after the impoundment was
constructed, hence no construction documents are available.

7. CWL disagrees with CDM Smith’s categorization of the impoundment as “Poor” for
continued safe and reliable operations, which seems to largely result from a lack of
original construction documents. There is no physical evidence that the dam is in
anyway unsafe or structurally unsound. CWL concedes that there is no “proof” of this
position and intends to conduct structural and hydraulic reviews of the impoundment
within the next year or so.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this draft report. If you have any questions
or comments please contact me.

Sincerely,

COLUMBIA WATER & LIGHT

W

Christian Johan#ingmeier, P;
Power Production Superintendent
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