


NOTE 
 
Subject: EPA Comments on Alliant Energy, WI Power & Light Co -Rock River 

Generating, Beloit, WI 
Round 10 Draft Assessment Report 

 
To:  File 
 
Date:  November 22, 2011 
 

1. Please insert the pertinent figures and photos into the text so the reader is not moving to 
and from the text and the appendices.  Keep the remainder of figures and photos in the 
appendices. 
 

2. On page I, “Executive Summary,” and again on page 6, Section 1.2.10 “Hazard Potential 
Classification,” contractor assesses WPDES Pond 1, WPDES Pond 2, and the Final 
WPDES Pond as Low and the Slag Pond as Less-than-Low in terms of hazard potential 
classification. Given the proximity of the impoundments to the Rock River and apparent 
impact to the water body in the event of failure of any impoundment, it may be 
advantageous to elaborate the ratings in light of the short distance to the major surface 
water body.   
 

3. On page 2, Section 1.2.2 “Owner/Caretaker,” the “Emergency Phone” contact is listed as 
“911.” This may not be sufficient for an emergency contact. 
 

4. Although there appears to be a discussion in section 1.2 of the description of each unit 
and the materials in which each unit consists, it is requested that either in Appendix C- 
the checklist, or in section 1.2 there be a specific statement made to address the following 
question: “Is any part of the impoundment built over wet ash, slag, or other unsuitable 
materials (like TVA)?”  Please correct for each impoundment. 
 

5. Please do a global search and replace the terms “inspect” and “inspection” with “assess” 
and “assessment,” respectively throughout the report. 
 

6. The report indicates that no emergency action plan exists, please ensure that the 
recommendations section includes the development of an emergency action plan. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 



 

 

 
RE: Comment Request on Coal Ash Site Assessment Round 10 Draft Report - Alliant Energy         
Stations 

 
Fauble, Philip N - DNR   to

: Jana Englander, Jose Cisneros, Galloway, Meg M - DNR    

 
 

Cc
: "Lynch, Edward K - DNR", "Coakley, Ann M - DNR" 

  
 

  
 
 
 
Jana, 
  
Thank you for offering WDNR the opportunity to comment on the Draft Assessment Reports.  We have 
reviewed the reports included here and offer some fairly brief comments.  What follows are 
comments from one of our Regional field staff assigned to several of the facilities mentioned in the 
assessments: 
  
The only comments I have in regards to the Nelson Dewey and Rock River reports are similar to those 
comments I previously made for the Columbia Generating Station: 

The Executive Summaries of both reports generally state that all of the impoundments found at these 
two facilities (six in total) were constructed for “the purpose of storing and disposing non-recyclable coal 
combustion waste…”  

I don’t agree with that characterization. Even if the original intent for these structures was long-term 
storage and disposal of CCW, they have not been used for such a purpose in decades. To the best of my 
knowledge, none of the WPDES ponds were ever intended for use as anything other than settling and 
clarification of facility discharge water, not for storage of CCW (not even temporary storage) and 
certainly not for disposal of CCW. And while the slag ponds at each facility could be considered to be 
used for the temporary storage of CCW, neither has been used for the permanent disposal of CCW, as 
that material is/was removed from those structures on a regular basis and either beneficially re-used or 
landfilled at a licensed solid waste facility. I find it curious that there is absolutely no mention in either 
report that CCW sluiced to the respective slag ponds was/is permanently removed from said structures 
on a regular basis. If it had not been, these structures would have been filled to capacity many years 
ago. 

I agree with these comments and would like to extend them also to the Alliant Edgewater Facility in 
Sheboygan, WI.  We disagree that any of these ponds are, in fact, used for the disposal of coal 
combustion byproducts.  The larger of the ponds are being used in accordance with their WPDES Permits 
for the treatment of cooling and contact water from the plants prior to surface water discharge.  All coal fly 
ash in Wisconsin has been handled in dry form since the mid-1980's.  The smaller (1-2 acre) ponds 
where bottom ash is sluiced are not considered disposal areas by the WDNR.  They are classified as 
solid waste (all CCW's are considered solid wastes under WI law) storage/treatment facilities.  The 
bottom ash is sluiced wet to these areas and dewatered prior to their excavation for beneficial use 
projects.  The CCW beneficial reuse rate in Wisconsin is between 85-90 percent, so utilities have little 



need for extensive disposal facilities.  What CCW disposal facilities we do have permitted are all 
approved for dry disposal only. 

These comments are similar to our previous comments regarding these and other ponds at coal-fired 
utility plants in Wisconsin.  Again, we maintain that the State of Wisconsin does not have any active wet 
slurry CCW disposal sites, nor have any existed for decades. 

Thank you again for considering our comments.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. 

 Philip Fauble, P.G.  
Mining & Beneficial Reuse Program Coordinator  
Bureau of Waste & Materials Management  
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources  
() phone:      (608) 267-3538  
() fax:                (608) 267-2768  
() e-mail:     Philip.Fauble@Wisconsin.gov  

 










