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tion of Solid Waste For Solvent-
Contaminated Wipes

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing to modify the hazardous
waste management system for industrial wipes that have been contaminated by hazardous
solvents. The Agency believes that this proposal would improve clarity and consistency in
the regulation of industrial wipes, provide regulatory relief, and save affected facilities over
$30 million per year.

Action

Themainprovisionsof EPA’ sproposal are(1) aconditional exclusionfromthe
definition of hazardouswastefor disposableindustria wipescontaminatedwithlisted or
characteristic solventswhenthey gotodisposal, and (2) aconditional exclusionfromthe
definition of solidwastefor reusableindustria wipescontaminated withlisted or charac-
teristic solventswhenthey gotolaundriesor industrial dry cleanersto becleaned and
reused.

EPA isrequesting comment for 90 daysfollowing publication of thisproposal in
theFederal Register.

Background

Over threehillionindustria wipesare used in conjunction with solventsannualy in
variousindustry sectors, including, but not limited to publishing, printing, and automobile
manufacturing and maintenance. The proposed rule appliesto both disposable and
reusableindustrial wipesused with solventsthat arelisted or characteristic when spent.
EPA estimatesthat thisrulewould affect 68,000 to 163,000 facilities.

Devel oped withinput from and collaboration with many stakeholders, EPA's
proposa would replaceapolicy from the early 1990sthat deferred regul atory
determinationsregarding sol vent-contaminated industrial wipesto the authorized state or
the EPA regionimplementing theregulations.
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For More Information

Thisfact sheet and other information rel ated to thisproposal areavailableonthe
| nternet at http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/dsw/abr.htm. For additional
information, or to order paper copiesof any documents, call theRCRA Call Center.
Callerswithinthe Washington Metropolitan Areapleasedial 703-412-98100or TDD 703-
412-3323 (hearingimpaired). Long-distancecallerspleasecall 1-800-
424-9346 or TDD 1-800-553-7672. The RCRA Call Center operatesweekdays, 9:00
am.to5:00 p.m. Addresswritten requeststo: RCRA-Docket@epa.gov or RCRA
Information Center (5305T), 1200 PennsylvaniaAvenue, NW, Washington, DC
20460-0001.
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