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Guidance for Mixing Hazardous Secondary Materials Received Under the 
40 CFR 261.4(a)(24) Exclusion from the Definition of Solid Waste with 

Regulated Hazardous Wastes 
 

 

The purpose of this guidance is to address the mixing of hazardous secondary materials 
excluded under 40 CFR 261.4(a)(24) with similar hazardous wastes regulated under 
RCRA Subtitle C. EPA understands that some reclaimers are receiving the same type 
of hazardous secondary materials for reclamation from multiple generators, with some 
amount excluded under § 261.4(a)(24) and some amount regulated as hazardous 
wastes. The regulatory status of the material depends on how the generator who sent 
the materials chose to manage and transfer the materials off-site. We also understand 
that reclaimers are interpreting § 261.4(a)(24) to mean that hazardous wastes and 
hazardous secondary materials must be stored in separate units and reclaimed 
independently of each other in order to preserve the regulatory status of the excluded 
materials and the exclusion for the generators that transferred the hazardous secondary 
materials to the reclaimer. 

 
In order to improve efficiency of hazardous waste recycling operations, we offer the 
following questions and answers as guidance to reclaimers who may wish to take full 
advantage of their existing recycling infrastructure by storing and reclaiming hazardous 
secondary materials and hazardous wastes in the same units for the purpose of 
reclamation. 
 
(1) To make its recycling operations more efficient, a reclaimer may wish to mix 
excluded hazardous secondary materials it receives from off-site under 40 CFR 
261.4(a)(24) with other regulated hazardous wastes of the same type prior to 
recycling. If a reclaimer were to do this, what requirements would apply? 
 
40 CFR 261.4(a)(24) states that the exclusion applies if the hazardous secondary 
materials are generated and transferred "for the purpose of reclamation.” Thus, a 
reclaimer mixing excluded hazardous secondary materials with regulated hazardous 
wastes of the same type may only mix the materials for the purpose of reclamation (and 
not for the purpose of, for example, burning for energy recovery or disposal). The 
following requirements would apply to the reclaimer: 
 
a) Prior to mixing, the reclaimer must manage the excluded hazardous secondary 
materials under § 261.4(a)(24) up to the point that they mix the excluded materials with 
similar materials that are regulated hazardous wastes. The reclaimer must meet the 
applicable conditions of the § 261.4(a)(24) exclusion, including legitimate reclamation, 
recordkeeping, financial assurance, containment of hazardous secondary materials, 
notification, and the prohibition on speculative accumulation.  
 
b) After mixing the excluded hazardous secondary materials with regulated hazardous 
wastes, the reclaimer must manage the entire mixture as hazardous waste for the 
purpose of reclamation. Therefore, the reclaimer must comply with the standard 
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hazardous waste regulations applicable to hazardous waste managed by an off-site 
reclaimer (i.e., 40 CFR 261.6(c) and (d) or 40 CFR Parts 264 or 265). 

 
(2) What does it mean for a reclaimer to mix “for the purpose of reclamation”? 
 
Mixing “for the purpose of reclamation” can be satisfied by mixing in units that are 
dedicated for reclamation, such as storage units that are connected to reclamation units 
by hard pipes or other conveyances; storage units that are solely used to store 
materials prior to the reclamation process; and recycling units.   
 
A reclaimer is not mixing for the purpose of reclamation if the reclaimer first mixes 
materials and then makes a determination whether the mixture should be reclaimed or 
sent for burning or disposal. This determination must be made prior to mixing the 
excluded hazardous secondary materials with regulated hazardous wastes. 

 
(3) Why does a reclaimer have to comply with the conditions of 40 CFR 
261.4(a)(24) prior to mixing? 
 
The reclaimer must comply with all applicable conditions of 40 CFR 261.4(a)(24) 
because it is receiving hazardous secondary materials transferred for the purpose of 
reclamation and excluded from the definition of solid waste. The reclaimer therefore 
must comply with the requirements of the exclusion: legitimate reclamation, 
recordkeeping, financial assurance, containment of hazardous secondary materials, 
notification, and the prohibition on speculative accumulation.  
  
(4) Why does a reclaimer have to comply with applicable hazardous waste 
regulations after mixing?  
 
Excluded hazardous secondary materials cannot be mixed with regulated hazardous 
wastes and still maintain the exclusion from the definition of solid waste. If excluded 
hazardous secondary materials are mixed with hazardous wastes, the resulting mixture 
is a hazardous waste. This follows the general principle that RCRA applicability cannot 
be avoided by mixing a hazardous waste with another material.1 
 
This means that the mixture must be stored and managed in compliance with 
hazardous waste regulations applicable to hazardous waste managed by an off-site 
reclaimer (i.e., 40 CFR 261.6(c) and (d) or 40 CFR Parts 264 or 265). If a reclaimer 
mixes hazardous secondary materials and other similar hazardous wastes in a recycling 
unit, the mixture would be considered hazardous waste, but the unit would generally be 
exempt from regulation under § 261.6(c)(2).  
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1
 Horsehead Resource Development Co., Inc. v. EPA, 16 F3d 1246 (February 1994). 
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(5) How does mixing of excluded hazardous secondary materials with regulated 
hazardous wastes by the reclaimer affect the requirements applicable to 
generators that shipped the hazardous secondary materials for the purpose of 
reclamation under the 40 CFR 261.4(a)(24) exclusion? 
 
Mixing by the reclaimer of excluded hazardous secondary materials received under 40 
CFR 261.4(a)(24) with regulated hazardous wastes does not affect the requirements 
applicable to generators who shipped the hazardous secondary materials, provided that 
the hazardous secondary materials are transferred for the purpose of reclamation and 
the reclaimer complies with all applicable conditions of § 261.4(a)(24) prior to mixing. 

 
Excluded hazardous secondary materials mixed with regulated hazardous wastes of the 
same type become hazardous waste at the point of mixing and must be managed as 
such after that point. Therefore, generators transferring hazardous secondary materials 
under 40 CFR 261.4(a)(24) to a reclaimer who mixes may manage the hazardous 
secondary materials under the § 261.4(a)(24) exclusion (e.g., longer storage times, 
shipping without a manifest) because the hazardous secondary materials have not yet 
been mixed with regulated hazardous wastes. (Of course, the generator and the 
reclaimer must meet all applicable conditions of § 261.4(a)(24) prior to mixing.) 
 




