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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Administrative Orderson Consent (AOC) - A legd agreement Sgned by EPA and the potentidly respongible parties
(PRPs) through which the PRP agrees to pay for or take the reguired corrective or deanup actions, or refrain from an activity. It
describes the actions to be taken, may be subject to acomment period, gopliesto civil actions, and can be enforced in court.

Advisories - Warnings, usudly issued by public hedlth agendies, ather a the federd, Sate or locd levd, thet provide notice to
potertid usars of land, surface water, or ground water of some exidting or impending risk associated with their use

Appurtenant - A traditiond property law term used to describe an easement thet is created to benefit an adjacent pared of land
(anditishdd by the owner of that land). For example, an easement dlowing the owner of one parcd theright to crossan
adjoining parcd would be gppurtenant. (Seeds0 “In Gross”)

Chain of Title - A higory of conveyances and encumbrances affecting atitle from the time that the origina patent was granted,
or asfar back asrecords are available

Common Law - The body of law developed primearily from judidid decisons based on custom and precedent, unwrittenin
datute or code, and condtituting the badis of the legd sysemin dl of the U.S. except Louisana.

Condemnation of Property - When alocd governmernt, exercdisng eminent domain, condemns aproperty in order to teke
over title

Consent Decree (CD) - A legd documert, approved by ajudge, that formdizes an agresment reached between EPA and
PRPs through which PRPswill conduct dl or part of adeanup action a a Superfund Ste, cease or correct actions or processes
that are palluting the environment, or otherwise comply with EPA initiated regulatory enforoement action. The consent decree
describes the actions PRPs will take and is subject to a public comment period.

Conservation Easements - Statutes adopted by some States that establish easements to conserve and protect property and
netural resources.

Conveyance - Thetrandfer of title to property or aright of thet property (i.e. easement) from one person to ancother.

Cooperative Agreement - An assistlance agreement whereby EPA transfers money, property, sarvices or anything dse of
vaueto adae university, or non-profit or not-for-profit organization for the accomplishment of authorized activities or tasks.

Covenants- A promise by one landowner to anather made in connection with aconveyance of property. Generdly, acovenant
isapromise by the holder of a possessory interest in property to use or refrain from using the property in acertain manner.
Covenants are Smilar to essaments but have been traditiondly subject to somewhat different formd reguirements.

Deed - A sgned and usudly seded ingrument containing some legd trandfer, bargain, or contract.

Deed Notice - Commonly refersto a non-enforcesble, purdly informationd document filed in public land records thet derts
anyone searching the records to important information about the property.

Deed Restriction - Not atraditiond property law term, but rather is used in the NCP as a shorthand way to refer to types of
inditutiond controls

Easements - A property right conveyed by alandowner to ancther party which gives the second party rights with regard to the
firg party’sland. An “&firmative’ easement dlows the holder to enter upon or use another’ s property for aparticular purpose. A
“negative’ essement imposes limits on how the landowner can use his or her own property.
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Enfor cement Tools- Todls such as adminigrative orders or consent decrees, available to EPA under CERCLA and RCRA
thet can be usad to redrict the use of land. Enforcement authority can be usad to dther (1) prohibit aparty fromusing landin
certain ways or from carrying out certain activities at a specified property, or (2) require asgttling party to put in place some other
form of control, such as aproprietary control.

Equitable Servitude - A red edaeinterest, Smilar to acovenant, that arase when courts of equity enforced agreements thet
did not megt dl of the formd requirements for a covenant.

Government Controls- Controls usng the regulatory authority of agovernmentd entity to impose regtrictions on ditizens or
stesunder itsjuridiction. Generdly, EPA mud tun to sate or locd governments to establish controls of thistype.

In Gross - A traditiond property law term used to describe easements that provide a benefit not related to any property owned
by the holder of the essement. Easaments used under CERCLA and RCRA will generdly be“in gross’ because the regtrictions
are generdly nat for the benefit of any particular neighboring parcd owned by the holder of the easament.

Informational Devices - Informationd toolsthat provide information or natification that residud or cgpped contamination
may remain on ste. Common examplesindude seate regidries of contaminated properties, deed notices, and advisories

Institutional Controls- Nonenginesring messures intended to affect human activitiesin such away asto prevent or reduce
exposure to hazardous subdtances. They are dmost dways used in conjunction with, or as a supplement to, other measures such
aswadte trestment or containment. There are four categories of indtitutiona controls governmentd controls; proprigary controls;
enforcement tools and informetiond devices

L ocal Permits - Specid permits outlining spedific requirements before an activity can be authorized.

Memorandum of Under standing - A document which outlines an agreement in principle between its Sgnetories
Proprietary Controls- Tools basad on private property law used to regtrict or affect the use of property.

Reversionary Interest - A red edate interest created when alandowner deeds property to ancther, but the deed specifies
thet the property will revert to the origind owner under specified condiitions

“run with theland” - Anexpression indicating aright or restriction thet affects dl current and future owners of a property.

State Use Restrictions - Statutes enacted by some states providing authority to establish use restrictions specificdly for
contaminated property.

State Registries of Hazar dous Waste Sites - Regidries established by date legidatures thet contain information about
properties Types of regidriesindude alist of hazardous wadte sitesin the state; annud reports submitted to the legidature
ummaizing the satus of eech site on the regidry; and notice with the dead for Stes on the regidry thet the site is contaminated.

Superfund State Contract (SSC) - An agreement between EPA and the sate before remedid action begins (at Superfund
steswhere EPA isleading the response attivities) that documents the Sate' s assurances under the law and outlinesthe rolesand
respongbilities of both parties

Tailored Ordinances - Ordinances put in place by locd governments with broad land use authority to control accessto or the
use of certain aress. For example, ordinances that reguire fences or buffers around or thet ben fishing or svimming in
contamineted arees

Technical Assistance Grant - A EPA grant awarded to digible community groups for the purpose of hiring an independent
technica advisor, enabling community membersto participate more effectively in the decisonrmaking process et Superfund stes
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Unilateral Administrative Order (UAO) - A legd document signed by EPA directing the PRPs to take corrective action
or refrain from an ectivity. It describes the vidlations and actions to be taken, and can be enforced in court.

Zoning Restriction - Zoning authority exercised by locd governmentsto specify land usefor certain arees. For example, a
locd government could prohibit resdentid development in an area.of contamingtion or limit gardening in cartain arees.
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