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Available Water Filters Pitchers and Microcystin Removal Research 
Stone Lab, The Ohio State University’s island campus on Lake Erie, 
conducted a research to determine the ability of some commercially 
available filter pitchers to remove microcystin from tap water. The 
study showed that the biggest predictor of whether a pitcher filter 
using activated carbon will remove microcystin from water is how long 
it takes that water to percolate through the filter. Molecules like 
chlorine and microcystin stick to the carbon particles, while water 
molecules travel through the filter and into the pitcher. 
 
 

    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
                     

 

New EPA Drinking Water Cyanotoxin Management Tools 
EPA released three tools to help communities prepare for and reduce 
risks from cyanotoxins in drinking water. These tools are:  

• Cyanotoxin Management Plan Template and Example Plans  
Framework for states, tribes and public water systems to develop 
their own system-specific cyanotoxin management plans.  

• Water Treatment Optimization for Cyanotoxins Document   
Supports public water systems in developing monitoring and 
treatment optimization approaches for cyanotoxins to achieve the 
best performance possible from each treatment process.  

• Drinking Water Cyanotoxin Risk Communication Toolbox  
Ready-to-use, “one-stop-shop” to support public water systems, 
states and local governments in developing, as they deem 
appropriate, their own risk communication materials.  

              

 
 

Flow cytometry microscopy and 
hyperspectral imaging of 

microcystis (red) and algae 
(green). Photo by  
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 Webinars 
EPA’s Water 
Research Webinars 

 
 Workshops 

Developing a HAB 
Action Plan for 
Alaska 
December 8–9, Alaska 
 

 Conferences 
ASLO 
February 26 to March 
3, 2017, Hawaii 
 
IAGLR 
May 15-19, 2017 
Detroit, Michigan 
 
Gordon Research 
Conference  
Biotoxins 
June 18-23, 2017 
Easton, MA 

This newsletter was created by Dr. Lesley V. D’Anglada, (danglada.lesley@epa.gov) 
Office of Water, Office of Science and Technology, United States Environmental Protection Agency 
For more information, visit EPA’s CyanoHABs website at www.epa.gov/cyanohabs 
  

Useful Resources 
 MN Anatoxin-a and 

Drinking Water Fact 
Sheet 

 National Water 
Monitoring Newsletter 

 OLA LAKEWISE 
Newsletter 

 
 

Toxins Journal Topical Collection "Freshwater HABs and Health in a Changing World" 
This Topical Collection serves as a forum to further discuss challenges in assessing freshwater 
HAB-associated effects on public health and the environment. Manuscripts are invited that 
provide information about exposure assessment; health outcomes; outbreak investigations; 
wild and domestic animal poisonings; toxicology of cyanobacterial toxins in animals and 
humans, and the production of toxins in the environment. Manuscripts on the absorption, 
distribution, and elimination of toxins in animals and humans, and the control of toxins in the 
built and natural environment, as well as related topics are also invited. 

 

Go to www.mdpi.com and register to logging and to submit a manuscript. 
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