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\,1r William G. Ross Jr. 
Chairman 
:--lational Advisory Council on Environmental Policy and Technology 
U.S. Environmental Protcc1ion Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, ]\W 
Washington. D.C. 20460 

Dem \Ir. Ross: 

On hehal roreveryone at the U.S. Environmental l'rn1ection Agency, l wish to thnnk you and your 
colle11gues on the National ;\dvisnry Council on F.nvironmental Policy and Technology for your second 
advisory lcner on su,tainahility. 

Please be assured that we at the l·J'.I\ arc now incorporating prin,ipks of' sustainability more fully into 
our ongoing rcgula1ory and nonr.:gulatory work. We very much appreciate your hdpful 
recommendations on setting direction and crca1ing alignment on the F.PA 's path to sustainnbility, 
engaging stakeholders in tht' EPA'~ commitment to suslclinability and demonstrating th..: EPA's 
leadership in sustainability. 

As you arc aware from recent conversations, we are already implementing ~ome of your 
rccommendati(ms. F1,r example, I rt:cently established ;i rnmmillee of senior career deputies to work 
with me in guiding our sustainability efforts. That group has been working to embed sustainability 
principles imo our strategic-planning process and documents. We have also ht'gun Ji~cu~sions about 
holstering our work on sustainability metrics. Finally, with additional encourngement from the release of 
the National Academy of Sciences' new repott, Susrai11abi{i1yfor the Narion: Resource Con11et:1io11s and 
Government Linkages. we arc evaluating the EPA 's leadership rok in sustainability in the context or the 
federal government at large, and we appreciate your rnnlickncc. 

We also are gratef'ul ror your n:comn1endations on potential breaktlu·ough objectives. The idea ofour 
seuing these, ns both you and the N11tional Academy of Sciences recommended, rcir.ains a topic for 
thoughtful discussior.. In establishing such oh,jcctivcs, we will. of course, carefully consider the 
scientific bases for evaluating achievement of the objectives as wc·II as the resource implicatinns in 
pursuing them. 

Furth<:r, Wl' arc pkascd to begin working with a suhcommittce of your members to explore the EPA 's 
role within the social pillar orsustainability. This effort follows up nn your recommendation thal the 
EP.A should lin k sustainability, community engagement and environmental-_iusti<:e approad1es 
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,igencywide. As ,w mow forward on ~ustainability, we might ask you and yom advisory-council 
colleagues for addi1ionil l advice. 

In the meantime, I thank you once more for the hard work you devoted to your thoughtful and 
infonnalive advisory kller. 

Sincere;, 

JJo Pcrciascpc 

cc: Cynthia Jones-Jackson 
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