


Second National Bed Bug Summit:

Advancing Towards Solutions to the Bed Bug Problem

February 1 & 2, 2011

Bed Bugs ARE Biting:

State Approach To Bed Bug Control     



Current State Activities

• Association of Structural Pest Control 

Regulatory Officials (ASPCRO)

• Virginia Department of Agriculture and 

Consumer Services 



Who is ASPCRO?

• National professional association 

of state lead agencies regulating 

pesticides;

• Focus on pesticide issues related 

to structural pest management ;

• Work cooperatively with 

national, state, and local 

governments, extension and the 

regulated industry;

• Support education, research, and 

effective regulatory actions.



Bed Bugs:
Latest Structural Pest Control Challenge

• Bed Bug Committee (2009)

▫ Liza Fleeson (VA) 

▫ Matt Beal (OH)

▫ Tim Drake (SC)

▫ Steve Dwinell (FL)

▫ Eric Pearson (OK)

▫ Norm Goldenberg (Terminix)

▫ Bob Rosenberg (NPMA) 

▫ Julie Spagnoli (FMC)

To assist State Lead Agencies, 

the Environmental Protection 

Agency and other 

stakeholders…the re-emergence 

of bed bugs…. facilitating 

dialogue….. identifying data 

gaps and mechanism to gather 

data…. a clearinghouse for 

resources & developing 

resources…. keeping abreast of 

both Federal and State 

initiatives, legislation and other 

activities.



Select Committee Activities
• NPMA 

▫ 2010 Bed Bug Survey

 Assisted in distribution and encouraged 

participation

 How can SLA’s assist the regulated industry?

 Consumer outreach and education;

 Industry training and education;

 Regulations;

 Product registration.

▫ Committee Members

 Standing ASPCRO Committees

 Blue Ribbon Task Force



Select Committee Activities

• Section 18 – Propoxur

▫ In conjunction with other entities, worked to 

determine, develop, and pursue a public health 

emergency exemption;

▫ Ongoing dialogue with EPA regarding exemption;

▫ Standing offer for assistance in collecting needed 

data

• Inspection Protocols for Pesticide Investigators



Select Committee Activities

• Survey of SLA’s
▫ Identify current State 

issues and activities ;

▫ Fill data gaps (i.e.: 

use/mis-use data)

▫ Collect/develop resources

▫ In cooperation with

 Association of American 

Pest Control Officials 

(AAPCO)

 EPA

• Label Language Review
▫ Initial review of 205 

products labeled for “bed 

bugs”

▫ Group similar products 

and compare label 

language

▫ Determine label language 

inconsistencies and 

possible label 

improvement



Committee Discussions

• EPA’s Risk Assessment Process
 Consideration of the risk of not registering 

products
 Pesticide misuse

 Decontamination 

▫ Health Issues – Mental not Physical
 Delusional Parasitosis
 Can result in severe mental distress and extreme 
pesticide misuse cases

 Condition can be exacerbated by hard to control 
infestations



Pesticide Misuse
• How bad can it get?

 Misuse of methyl parathion in 1990’s

▫ Recent Cases

 A pest control company in Newark, N.J., was accused in July 

of applying chemicals not approved for indoor use throughout 

70 homes and apartments units, even spraying mattresses 

and children's toys. No illnesses were reported.

 Cincinnati, Ohio, an unlicensed applicator saturated an 

apartment complex in June with an agricultural pesticide 

typically used on golf courses. Seven tenants got sick and 

were treated at the hospital. The property was quarantined, 

and all tenants were forced to move. Authorities are 

pursuing criminal charges. Associated Press, 8/30/10



Existing 25 (b) product claims -

Bed Bugs and Regulators  

EVERYTHING YOU NEED to rid yourself, kids and grandkids, pets and 

your home & yard of Fleas, Ticks, Bed Bugs, Lice, Mites and other 

parasites. Eliminates Scorpions, Roaches, Ants, Silverfish and 

others. Invented by CedarCide Industries for the US Army for 

control of Sand Fleas and other pests in the Middle East. BEST YET

will undoubtedly go down in history as the most effective 

parasite control formulation ever brought to market. No 

chemicals in this product. Just food grade aromatic Red Cedar Oil 

and melted Quartz Rock. A genuine BIO based insect control agent. 

Not only does it command INSTANT DEATH to its arthropod 

recipients, it can be used on humans as a repellent for 

Mosquitoes, Chiggers, No-See-Um's, Flies and a array of other 

biting and flying pests. 



Committee Discussions

• Encouraging EPA to divert additional resources 
to this issue

• Outreach & Education
▫ Language

▫ Literacy



Committee Discussions

• Consumer Fraud - efficacy of products

▫ Protocols for testing bed bug products

• Economics – the co$t of treatment

▫ Support for more affordable treatments options

 Combination of treatments

 New products



Committee Discussions

• Increasing the “tools” in the tool box

▫ New chemistries

▫ Screening existing chemicals

▫ Section 18s – is this the best vehicle?

• Multi- Level and Agency Coordination

▫ State pesticide, environment, and health 

agencies

▫ Local housing authorities

▫ Federal agencies, i.e.: EPA, CDC, DOD, HUD

▫ Overlapping or incompatible regulations



Association of 

Structural Pest 

Control Regulatory 

Officials

Contact Information for pesticide 

regulatory officials in all 50 states

www.aspcro.org

http://www.aspcro.org/


Virginia Department of Agriculture & 

Consumer Services

• Newest Challenge in Structural Pest Control

• Rising to the Challenge

▫ Educated Ourselves So We Can Educate Others….

▫ Involved In National Associations, for example, 

Association Of Structural Pest Control Officials 

(ASPCRO)….

▫ Sought Opportunitie$....



Outreach & Education Project

• Region 3 Discretionary 
Funding ($75,000)

• Series Of “Bed Bug 
Forums” Throughout State

• Offered At No Cost To 
Participants

• Recertification Credits

• Outreach & Education 
Materials

• Forum Agenda

▫ Bed Bug Biology

▫ Health Significance Of The 
Pest

▫ Inspection And Current 
Treatment Methods

▫ Regulations And Bed Bugs

▫ Challenges Of Bed Bug 
Management

▫ Suggested Best Management 
Practices



Fact Sheets (English & Spanish)

• Bed Bug Biology and 
Behavior;

• How to Identify a Bed Bug 
Infestation;

• Bed Bug Prevention 
Methods;

• Bed Bug Treatment Using 
Insecticides;

• Non-Chemical Bed Bug 
Management;

• Bed Bug Action Plans:

▫ Apartments;

▫ Hotels;

▫ Single Family Homes;

▫ Healthcare Facilities;

▫ Community Centers & 
Shelters;

▫ Public Spaces (for example, 
movie theaters, for-hire 
transportation;

▫ Schools.





Bed Bug Forums

• Series Premier (5)

▫ PMPs

▫ Apartment Management 

Professionals

▫ Hoteliers

▫ Shelters

• Second Season (3)

▫ Focused Forums

 Shelters / Community 

Centers

 Healthcare Facilities



Portable Heat 

Treatment Units

Canine Scent Detection



Evaluation

• ~340 Attendees….~49% PMPS…

I had no idea 
what I was getting 
into…

One of  the best 
trainings I have 
ever attended…

Excellent…

Need to have 
more of  these...



Availability

www.vdacs.virginia.gov/pesticides



Liza J. Fleeson, Program Manager
VDACS-Office of Pesticide Services

102 Governor Street, Room 155

Richmond VA 23219

liza.fleeson@vdacs.virginia.gov

804-371-6559 

804-786-9149 (fax)

www.vdacs.virginia.gov

mailto:liza.fleeson@vdacs.virginia.gov
mailto:liza.fleeson@vdacs.virginia.gov
http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/

